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Introduction to the Community Plan

Purpose of the Community Plan

Community and subregional plans, adopted as an integral part of the County of San
Diego’s General Plan are policy plans specifically created to address the issues,
characteristics and visions of communities within the unincorporated County. These
diverse communities each have a distinct physical setting with a unique history, culture,
character, life style and identity. Community and subregional plans thus provide a
framework for addressing the critical issues and concerns that are unique to a
community and are not reflected in the broader policies of the General Plan. As part of
the General Plan this Community Plan is consistent with all other parts of the County’s
General Plan.

Used in conjunction with the General Plan, a community or subregional plan (Plan) is a
key tool for the public, community planning/sponsor groups, County staff and decision
makers to identify the existing conditions and development that positively contribute to
its character and should be conserved, as well as the location, scale and design of
desired new land uses and community facilities. The Plan’s policies require that
development be comparable to, or transition with, existing development to ensure that
new development “fits” with the community and enhances the community’s vision.

Scope of the Community Plan

This Community Plan covers the Subregional Group Area of Borrego Springs, which is
illustrated in Figure 1. This planning area includes approximately 74,834 acres and
contains the unincorporated community of Borrego Springs.

BORREGO SPRINGS

San Diego County General Plan

Figure 1: Borrego Springs Community Planning Area
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Content and Organization of the Community Plan

The following is the content and organization of the Plan and a brief description of each
of these sections of the Plan.

Vision Statement. A vision statement expresses community values about its
distinguishing character, quality of life, mix of uses, development form and scale,
public realm and places, mobility, economy, environment, safety and relationships to
adjoining communities, open spaces and the region.

Community Profile/Community Character. A description of the Community’s existing
character, uses, environment, conditions, factors influencing future changes and key
planning issues.

Elements. Due to the breadth and detail of the countywide elements, communities
may find it unnecessary to identify unique goals and policies for all of the following
subjects. Therefore, not all communities may use all of the following elements:

Land Use. Application of countywide land use designations and goals and
policies to reflect the distinguishing characteristics and objectives for the
community. These may address such objectives as a specific mix of uses;
priority development locations and projects; needed community facilities;
development form and scale; architectural, landscape and public realm
design characteristics; land use compatibility and similar topics.

Mobility. Delineates the roadways, transit corridors, bicycle paths,
equestrian paths and pedestrian trails that supplement and complete the
road networks defined by the countywide Mobility Element. Policies may
also address unique community issues such as neighborhood traffic
intrusion, commercial district parking, local public transit and infrastructure
improvements.

Conservation and Open Space. Application of countywide Conservation
and Open Space Element policies to address issues associated with
designated plant and animal habitats, agriculture, water bodies, open
space and other specific resources within the Community Plan Area
(CPA). This may encompass actions to protect resources that may
uniquely apply to specific sites or resources.

Safety. Application of countywide Safety Element policies to address
specific safety issues in the CPA. This may encompass actions to protect
residents and development from defined risks.

Noise. Application of countywide Noise Element policies to address
specific source issues and impacts in the CPA. This may consider
differentiation of land use compatibility standards to reflect community
character and location—for example, villages located in rural setting and
hillsides in contrast to those located in adjoining urban and suburban
development.
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e Special Study Areas. The following Special Study Areas are also
addressed as Elements under this Plan:

1. Borrego Valley Farmlands

2. Village Core Vitalization

3. Resource Conservation Areas
4. Economic Development

Public Involvement in Preparing the Community Plan

Community meetings were held beginning with the Borrego Springs Community
Sponsor Group on January 2, 2007. Public forums were held on January 29, 2007;
February 26, 2007; and March 26, 2007. There was a presentation to the Borrego
Springs Real Estate Association on April 10, 2007 and a final presentation to the
Borrego Springs Community Sponsor Group on April 24, 2007. These meetings
involved more than 100 individual residents, many of them representing groups.

How to Use the Community Plan

To use this Plan, the General Plan elements should first be reviewed for applicable
goals and policies and the General Plan Land Use Maps (General Plan, Land Use Maps
Appendix, Figure LU-A-6.1) should be referred to when applicable to determine the
type, location and density of land use allowed. This Plan supplements these countywide
policies and diagrams and further directs the land uses and development desired to
achieve the community’s vision.

Implementing, Monitoring, and Amending the Community Plan

It shall be the responsibility of the County to implement the Plan, to monitor progress
towards its implementation and to amend the Plan when necessary. The Plan includes
the community’s key issues as well as the goals and policies to address the issues
identified. For each policy or set of policies, there is one or more implementation actions
identified to carry it out. The implementation program also identifies the County
department or agency responsible for its implementation, where appropriate. Many of
the policies will be implemented by County ordinances and other discretionary actions
such as zoning, design guidelines, and development standards in the County Zoning
Code.

Implementation of this Plan should be monitored on a periodic basis by the County and
the Borrego Springs Community Sponsor Group for progress towards its
implementation. For compliance with State law, the Plan shall be reviewed no less than
once annually so that its implementation status may be included in the County’s Annual
General Plan Report to the State. The annual review provides the opportunity for the
Plan to be updated and amended, as appropriate, to reflect changes in the community
vision, conditions or attitudes.
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Community Background

a. History
A Unique Historic Legacy

A million years ago, the Borrego Valley was part of a vast savanna/grassland covered
with lakes and streams. Today in the Borrego badlands, ancient fossil remains of
mammoths, mastodons, camels, horses, giant sloths and saber tooth cats can be found.

Borrego's earliest human habitants (6,000 to 10,000 years ago) were likely ancient
ancestors of the Cahuilla and Kumeyaay peoples, who became active in the area about
2,000 years ago. These semi-nomadic tribes traveled from the desert lowlands to the
mountains, and thousands of recorded sites mark their occupation within the Anza-
Borrego Desert State Park and the Borrego Valley. The community of Borrego Springs
is named for the borrego (Spanish for “sheep”), acknowledging our natural inhabitants,
the federally-endangered species known as Peninsular bighorn sheep.

Early Discovery: 1750 - 1930

Explorers such as Juan Bautista de Anza forged overland routes through the Borrego
Desert in the 1770s; primitive paths that would become major transportation corridors.
The Juan Bautista de Anza Trail is designated a National Historic Trail, and five
historical sites mark where the Anza expedition camped.’ As they journeyed through
Kumeyaay and Cahuilla lands, the event may have been documented as pictographs
that exist today?.

The 1800s and the California Gold Rush brought a flourish of immigration,
transportation and communications development. The historic Butterfield Stage Route
quickly followed, recognized at sites such as the Vallecito and Carrizo Stage Stations
(about 40 — 50 miles south of Borrego Springs), where weary travelers and horses
stopped for rest and food.

Following the Civil War, the cattle industry was supported by abundant feed and easily
accessible water. The 1920 — 30’s era coincides with early records of “tourists”
journeying from the Warner Springs area to admire the Valley’s great natural beauty,
plant life and scenic vistas.

Homesteading started in the early 1900s, and some structures and home sites remain.
The homesteaders lived a rugged life of farming and ranching, drilling their own wells or
hauling water to do so. By 1928, the Ensign Ranch was producing the first irrigated
cash crops, including alfalfa hay. Also in 1928, Borrego Springs’ first store and post
office were established at the location known today as “Old Borego”.

Increasingly, visitors and residents realized the great beauty and scenic value of the
area, and in 1932, the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park was formed to protect these
unique desert lands. Interest continued to grow in the Borrego Valley.

! The National Park Service has verified this information pertaining to the Anza National Historic Trail.

The Forgotten Artist, Indians of Anza-Borrego and Their Rock Art,” by Manfred Knaak, 1988, Anza-
Borrego Desert Natural History Association (ABDNHA), Borrego Springs.

2
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In the mid-1930’s A.A. Burnand, Jr. became a significant agricultural investor, and there
were at least eight major ranches in production. Agriculture was the mainstay industry,
sustained by the favorable climate and irrigation with easily accessed water. After World
War Il, Jeeps and other transportation improvements made desert exploration popular
and brought the vivid spring wildflower blooms to wider public notice.

The Role of Agriculture -- (1940 — Present)

By the mid-1940’s, the DiGiorgio Fruit Corporation—the largest grape grower in
California’s central valley—had developed a thriving business here. DiGiorgio saw profit
in getting Borrego grapes to market a full month earlier than other growers.

To protect the seedlings, DiGiorgio planted miles of tamarisk tree windbreaks, and by
1950, he had more than 1,000 acres under cultivation along north DiGiorgio Road.
Much of the natural desert landscape was removed with heavy equipment to make
parcels more suitable for farming. The payoff came in mid-June 1950, when Borrego
grapes grossed over $750,000, with competition only from Coachella Valley. By 1957,
DiGiorgio was cultivating grapes on over 2,500 acres, and there were at least 20 major
ranches in business producing cash crops like grapes, flowers, alfalfa and cotton.
Agriculture was the community’s main economic driver, providing jobs and stability.

DiGiorgio’s enterprise alone took nearly twenty wells to irrigate and more than 600
seasonal workers to harvest, pack and ship. As a result of Caesar Chavez’ United Farm
Workers efforts to unionize DiGiorgio employees in 1966, DiGiorgio turned off the water,
abandoned farming and turned his attention to residential and commercial development.

With grapes gone, large-scale citrus farming took hold in the valley. Today, a few
remaining citrus and ornamental plant farms employ a handful of local people to
manage operations. These growers import seasonal harvesting crews to pack and ship
produce and decorative palms to national and international distributors.

b. Relationship to Adjoining Communities

Since we are completely surrounded by the 600,000-acre Anza-Borrego Desert State
Park, Borrego Springs is the most isolated San Diego County community. It is over an
hour’s drive to any “full-service” town. Our nearest neighbors are Ocotillo Wells, Shelter
Valley, Ranchita and Salton City, all very limited service communities.

C. Environmental Setting

Borrego Springs occupies 42.5 square miles with 2,300 dwelling units and 58 persons
per square mile. Full-time population is approximately 2,700, with another 2,000+
seasonal, or “snow bird” residents.

Visitors and residents alike appreciate the stark natural beauty of this vast desert
landscape. The low-desert climate is characterized by mild winters and extreme
summers, with rainfall averaging less than seven inches per year. Our climate is a major
influence on our potential as a high-quality resort and retirement community.

We are a unique San Diego County community, with no traffic lights and few streetlights
or sidewalks. Homes and humans share the natural desert landscape with abundant
native plants that provide precious habitat to the many wild animals. The environment is
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our greatest natural resource, and there is significant concern about growth’s impact on
the delicate desert. Our local characteristics—clean air, dark night skies, underground
water supply, scenic mountain vistas, natural flora and fauna—are vital to the future
wealth and vitality of Borrego Springs. This “Village in a Park” is truly a “desert island”.

However, because we’re dependent on a sole supply of rapidly-depleting groundwater,
the issue of water ultimately impacts the economic viability of and quality of life in
Borrego Springs.

Cultural Resources

A significant problem is that some developable
land encroaches on cultural sites and structures,
which makes it difficult to preserve our cultural
history, both indigenous and modern.

Currently, the Old Borego town site is the only
cultural site with the Historic District Preservation
(H) Special Area Designator. However, the local
history committee has identified 40 other
potential historically significant sites in the CPA.

Borrego Springs' first store — built by Eslie Wynn Resource — expertise:  ABDNHA  Local  History
in 1929 — Old Borego Town site Committee

Landscape and Habitat

Due to our aquifer's overdraft and long-term drought, the already-designated
Environmentally Constrained Borrego Sink area is losing large amounts of native
mesquite woodlands (along with wildlife dependent on the habitat) and impacting the
historic value of the area.

_ With the exception of the Borrego Sink, we have
| an opportunity to apply the Resource
Conservation Area (RCA) Regional Category to
other areas containing rare and endangered
plant and animal species, archaeological sites,
agricultural preserves, and other
environmentally sensitive areas that will
experience adverse impacts from development.

™% In the absence of such designations, natural

habitats are regularly converted to manufactured

.| landscapes using plant materials that are foreign

— to the desert ecosystem and require lots of
water to maintain.

Dying Mesquite Trees in Borrego Sink

Water, Soils, Air

Agriculture accounts for 70—75 percent of annual water consumption, pumped from our
sole source aquifer by farmers’ private wells, with no cap on consumption, and outside
the purview of the Borrego Water District. It is estimated that golf courses consume 20
percent and commercial and domestic uses consume 10 percent of the annual total.
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Farming activity has continually tapped the aquifer for more than 70 years. Old-timers
tell us that fifty years ago the water level was about 40 feet below the ground and easy
to pump out. Farmers now extend their wells 300 feet and beyond to extract sufficient
water to feed lemon crops and decorative plants for export.

If water consumption continues at current rates, the overdraft of the sole-source aquifer
ultimately threatens the economic viability of the community. Future costs of water and
uncertainty of supply make planning difficult. This issue is a deterrent to growth,
impacting the demographics of those willing to invest in the community—both
businesses and residential housing. The Borrego Water District has preliminary results
from a U.S. Geological Survey report on the status of the aquifer, which estimates that
the underlying aquifer has sufficient water in storage to serve the community for the
next 50 to 100 years. The number is preliminary, and could be fine tuned as the model
is calibrated,; it also has been arrived to without any consideration of policy modifications
that will be taken to mitigate the overdrafting of the groundwater basin.

The Water District has proposed a water credit and mitigation policy that is currently
under review. The policy is designed to encourage the conversion of local farmland and
high water use areas (i.e. golf courses) to land uses with less water demand. This
program, in tandem with the water mitigation requirements of San Diego County is
expected to substantially decrease water demand on the local aquifer.

There are a number of proposals that are being investigated by the Water District, as
well as other agencies that could increase infrastructure and help protect a sustained
water supply. The United States Bureau of Reclamation has proposed a joint study with
the District to update the Basin Plan for the area, which could allow for a water recharge
and recovery area in the basin. The California Department of Water Resources is
presently evaluating the District's proposal to be the Regional Water Resource
Management agency for the Borrego Springs area, as well as areas east of the Tecate
Divide, which could allow for special funding sources. The District is also anticipating a
5.4 million low-interest loan in order to construct additional facilities, and the United
States Congress appropriated $275,000 in grant funds to the District in order to study
the feasibility of and perform preliminary engineering of a water transmission line in
Southeast Borrego Springs to deliver Colorado River water from the Imperial Irrigation
District.

Our soils, mostly sands and gravels of varying gradations, derive from alluvial materials
deposited by seasonal floods from surrounding mountain regions, with little organic
material. However, in some areas, soils are enriched by nutrients like nitrogen, a natural
benefit for agriculture. Residual fertilizers remain on many fallowed farmlands and may
leach into our soils and groundwater supply. High septic tank usage has the potential to
degrade soils and water quality. Currently there is no use of treated effluent to water
golf courses and other high water use areas.

Degradation of air quality in our community is due to large-scale clearing of soil crust
and native vegetation prior to building, creating dust and blowing sand. Other
contributing factors include agricultural burns during poor atmospheric conditions, off-
road vehicle activity in and around the Valley, and increasing poor air quality from
development in the east and southeast.

BORREGO SPRINGS COMMUNITY PLAN
SAN DIEGO COUNTY GENERAL PLAN 7



Dark Night Skies

The dark night sky over Borrego Springs and the surrounding desert area is so
spectacular that a 2003 USA Today article rated the Anza-Borrego Desert one of the
top ten stargazing locations in the nation.
Residents and visitors to this area are privileged
to view the wispy Milky Way in our dark night sky
along with thousands of sparkling stars.

Light pollution from local and encroaching growth
is threatening our dark sky, even though County
lighting ordinances now call for outdoor lighting
that does not point upward. Consistent lighting
code enforcement—especially critical where our
| proximity to Palomar and Mt. Laguna
Observatories makes dark skies essential for
scientific operations—must be achieved and
exceeded.

“Starry Splendor,” by Dennis Mammana,
used by permission

In July 2009 Borrego Springs became
California’s first International Dark Sky Community. This designation was awarded by
the International Dark-Sky Association (I.D.A.). This would serve to promote our
community as a preferred destination for star-seeking visitors. Anza-Borrego Desert
State Park will also pursue an International Dark-Sky Park designation.

d. Existing Land Uses and Community Character

The growth of our low desert valley is uniquely limited by the closed perimeter of the
park boundaries. Our remote location is not easy to get to, and other than tourism, there
is no major industry or source of high-quality jobs. 4,000 acres are devoted to
agriculture, and the majority of commercial and residential property is undeveloped.

The primary commercial and tourist-serving corridor is S-22, Palm Canyon Drive, with
our central business district comprising a one-mile stretch from Stirrup Road westward
to Country Club Road. Tourist-serving and other businesses are located primarily west
of Christmas Circle and in The Center and The Mall.

There are well-established neighborhoods developed off major corridors (S-22 and S-3)
many dating from the 1950s: Sun Gold, Ocotillo Heights, de Anza Country Club, Club
Circle, Verbena, Deep Well and Montesoro (Ram’s Hill) (See Figure 2: Neighborhoods,
on page 11).

There is significant development pressure for housing and commercial development
projects that are not consistent with our community character. Of special concern are
those proposed plans that do not take the fragile ecosystem into account, or are sited
on botanically-rich, mature, native desert vegetation and which would significantly
impact dark skies, scenic and vegetative elements of the community character.

Community Design

Along with the natural environment, the built environment will significantly impact the
economic viability of Borrego Springs. Community design includes everything we see
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around us, including buildings, landscapes, roads, signs, fencing, lighting and power
poles, etc.

No new commercial building has occurred in Borrego Springs in a decade—recent
building is largely residential. The past ten years have seen an influx of “cheap land”
seekers building modular and speculative homes that stand out in contrast to older,
established neighborhoods. Often, these building types are not consistent with historical
or natural desert elements and not what is typically considered to be “desert style”.
Imported styles and building techniques often result in a lack of identity and fail to bond
with the natural surroundings.

Farming and Industry

Farming: Today, in spite of the arid desert climate and the declining water supply,
agriculture uses the most water but employs just a handful of local residents. Borrego’s
agricultural products, by and large, are not consumed locally, and most farm owners
actually live outside the Valley. There are approximately 4,000 agricultural acres in the
north end of the Valley, about half planted in citrus, largely exported. Landscape
ornamentals, palm trees and other nursery products are grown on about 900 acres and
shipped to national and international destinations as well.

Industry—Tourism: One of the community’s main economic drivers is tourism—
welcoming the estimated 650,000 to 1,000,000 annual visitors to the Anza-Borrego
Desert State Park. What tourists find here is an antidote to the urban daily rat race. The
Park maintains an award-winning Visitor Center at the western edge of the CPA. Park
and Chamber of Commerce representatives are collaborating closely to more effectively
market and promote the area, and the Chamber of Commerce has recently launched a
new destination-marketing program, Tourism Borrego, to support those efforts.

Tourism supports nine lodging properties, about a dozen restaurants, and more than
two-dozen retail establishments. Two thriving non-profit educational membership organ-
izations offer a large number of programs for locals and visitors—the Anza-Borrego
Foundation & Institute (ABFI) and the Anza-Borrego Desert Natural History Association
(ABDNHA). These organizations and their programs attract members and financial
support from people all over the world.

Our community supports many professional and trade services, and our local Chamber
of Commerce has 225 members. The Performing Arts Center and the Borrego Art
Institute provide cultural programs for residents and tourists.

Beside small businesses, other employers include the San Diego County Road Sub-
station, the Borrego Springs Unified School District and the Anza-Borrego Desert State
Park.

Parks and Recreation

We enjoy a number of pleasant, age-and environment-appropriate recreation facilities at
the Borrego Springs Children’s Center, a licensed childcare and learning center, the
Borrego Springs Elementary School, and our Greater San Diego County Boys’ and
Girls’ Club. Our Middle and High Schools have a “half-Olympic-size” pool, plus a track
and a football field open for public use after school and on weekends. We also have a
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two-field Little League complex. Many of these facilities were funded and built by private
philanthropic citizens or community organizations.

Christmas Circle Park (maintained and managed by the non-profit Christmas Circle
Association) sits at the nexus of major access roads, S-22 and S-3. It has the only
easily accessible public restroom facilities, recently upgraded to meet Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements. Christmas Circle is the focal point for many
community gatherings, activities and events, including Borrego Days Desert Festival,
the Circle of Art, and the weekly Farmer’s Market. The County has allotted Community
Enhancement Funds (CEF) for park improvements and maintenance.

In May 2000, San Diego County purchased a 16-acre parcel along Church Lane and
Country Club designated for a Community Park. However, this park has not been
developed because there is no local entity responsible for Parks & Recreation, and no
agency, funding, or people to manage maintenance and operations for a park of this
size.

We have an integrated equestrian/pedestrian trail system, the Community Trail System
that links with the federally-designated Sea-to-Sea, California Riding and Hiking Trail,
and the Pacific Crest Trail (see Figure 4 at the end of Section 3.4). There is no
community memorial park or cemetery in Borrego Springs.
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Figure 2: Borrego Springs Neighborhoods
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e. Existing Circulation and Mobility

Highway S-22, Palm Canyon drive, is the main thoroughfare through the center of
Borrego Springs, and links to State Route 79 to the west and Salton City and Route 86
to the east. Highway S-3 links Borrego to State Route 78, which connects to Julian and
Ramona to the west, and Brawley to the east.

Transportation

A County-approved “Back Country Rural Area” transportation map exists for Borrego
Springs, supported by our Community Sponsor Group. Transportation systems include
state highways, city streets, horse trails and footpaths throughout the community.

The widely-dispersed nature of the community means we are “car-oriented”. Rural bus
service to surrounding areas has been significantly reduced. Since our post office does
not provide residential mail delivery, residents must drive to pick up and deliver mail.
Our medical center provides limited transportation shuttles from our downtown area to
its facilities at Montesoro, 6.5 miles away. Without a network of sidewalks or covered
walkways, hot weather walking in our downtown area is impractical, at best.

A significant concern is the deteriorating condition of internal and connector roadways.
Maintenance methods (patching) are inadequate, and asphalt additives leach out in our
warm environment causing roads to break apart and creating potholes.

Visual Graphics / Sighage

Signage in the Borrego Valley consists of a broad variety of materials, colors, styles and
size of components, not all of them particularly suited or designed for the demands of a
hot, dry and sometimes very windy desert climate. These elements produce confusion
and visual chaos for visitors, who experience wayfinding confusing. The size of
economic loss likely due to poor / absent signage is unknown.
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f. Existing Community Facilities and Infrastructure

Facilities

Our community is supported by the following facilities and infrastructure:
e County Road Station
e School District (High School is Red Cross Emergency Evacuation Center)
e Water District
e Fire Department
e Sheriff’'s Sub-station
e County Library
e Children’s Center
e Boys’ and Girls’ Club
e Senior Center
e Medical Center
e Airport
e County Rural Bus System
e AT&T Central Office
e Chamber of Commerce

The Anza-Borrego Desert State Park headquarters provides visitor facilities that are
also used by residents, including a Visitor Center, developed campground, trails and
outdoor amphitheater.

There is a need for a community memorial park and cemetery. There is no hospital, and
little or no assisted living or nursing home care. Long-time residents must leave their
community, and often their families, late in their lives as the result of voids in these
service areas.

School Service

The Borrego Unified School District, with offices on the High School campus, serves
grades K-12 (currently 450 students) who attend five schools. Our School District
includes Ocaotillo Wells, and serves discretionary students from Ranchita and Salton
City. A new charter school was recently approved by the Borrego Unified School District
(BSUSD) Board of Trustees, which consists of five elected members.

Utilities

Electrical service in Borrego Springs is provided by San Diego Gas and Electric
(SDG&E). Service reliability from SDG&E is poor, especially during summer “monsoon”
season. Above-ground utility poles are eyesores that interrupt our panoramic views.
They are also susceptible to damage in our frequent high winds, often disrupting service
during storms. With high summer temperatures (averaging 107 degrees), costly electric
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bills for residents and businesses affect our ability to conduct year round commerce,
resulting in fewer services and lessened ability to market the community for year-round
tourism.

Propane service providers to Borrego Springs are Amerigas and Pro-Flame Gas Co.
Increasingly, residents are installing private solar generation systems.

Sewer and Water

Borrego Springs receives sewer and water service from the Borrego Water District
(BWD), established in 1962. In December 1979, the latent powers of the District were
activated by the San Diego Local Agency Formation Commission to provide water and
sewer services to Montesoro (formerly Rams Hill). Since 1979, the BWD has consol-
idated water and sewer services within the community.

Sewer service uses existing treatment facilities located in the southeastern area of the
Valley adjacent to the Borrego Sink. Service is provided via a collection system
extending from the treatment plant approximately 7.2 miles north along Borrego Valley
Road, and west along Palm Canyon Drive to Montezuma Valley Road. The Borrego
Water District also maintains pest control and flood control powers.

Telecommunications

The local telephone company is AT&T. Only Borrego Valley businesses and residents
living near Palm Canyon Drive are able to obtain high-speed data (T-1 and DSL)
service. Residents living more than 10,000 feet from the central office must use dial-up
or cable Internet service. The local franchised cable provider is CableUSA, providing
television and high-speed Internet service. There are several Internet service providers
that provide toll-free local access to their dial-up networks.

Trash Collection / Dump

Trash collection for Borrego Springs is provided by Allied Waste Services out of Imperial
County. They provide customers with trash and recycle containers and make weekly
pickups. Allied Waste Services also operates the local landfill at 2449 Palm Canyon
Drive.

g. Public Safety
Fire Protection

The Borrego Springs Fire Protection District, formed in 1961, provides structural and
groundcover fire protection and rescue services for approximately 300 square miles and
about 2,500 residents. The District operates one fire station staffed by professional, full-
time firefighters and trained emergency medical technicians (EMT) and paramedics. Its
equipment consists of three fire engines, one hazardous material trailer and three
ambulances. All ambulance personnel are either County-certiied EMT 1As or
paramedics. The Fire Department responds to approximately 390 calls per year.

Another fire station is under consideration by the Borrego Springs Fire Department for
the purpose of bringing the Montesoro and other developments into compliance with the
five-minute travel time requirement for development with densities greater then Village
Residential 2.
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Law Enforcement

The San Diego County Sheriff's Department and the California Highway Patrol provide
police protection in Borrego Springs. Currently there are two resident Highway Patrol
officers and three County Sheriff deputies. Ten Anza-Borrego Desert State Park rangers
also maintain peace officer powers and provide additional protection. The Park also
maintains a patrol plane and an assigned Pilot Ranger.

Borrego Springs has the lowest crime rate in the Rural Law Enforcement sector of San
Diego County.

h.  Trends and Future Projections

While current County land use regulations would permit a potential full-time population
of 13,000, we are far from the growth curve that would yield such demographics. A
more realistic maximum full-time permanent population level would be 8,000. The
existing limiting resource is the groundwater supply, the sole source aquifer shared with
agriculture and golf courses. To maintain and attract viable economic activity here,
some Valley entrepreneurs maintain that a full-time population of 8,000+ is required.

The 8,000 population estimate was generated by the Community Plan study group
based on the status of current development patterns balanced with the currently
estimated groundwater resources available for development, along with an estimate of
population necessary to generate a critical mass to encourage community economic
development. There are many factors that could increase or decrease this population
estimate.

There are nearly 3,000 acres of proposed development in the planning pipeline. Many
developers have no experience with development in the desert environment. Many lack
a sense of historical or environmental context and appear to be unaware of the values
and concerns of Borrego Springs residents. The County reviews and permits such
projects based on broad countywide regulations that do not take into consideration t