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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This Historic Site Designation Report (HSDR) has been prepared for the Wexler House located at 10088 Sierra Vista 
Avenue in the unincorporated community of Mt. Helix. The property is identified as San Diego County Assessor's Parcel 
No. 4gi-z,20-02-oo and is located on a portion of Lot 588 of the Grossmont Park No. 6 land subdivision. This HSDR was 
prepared by Wendy L. Tinsley Becker, RPH, AlCP, Principal of Urbana Preservation 8* Planning, LLC (Urbana), at the 
request of property owner Karin Borjeson in order to support a designation request to the San Diego County Historic Site 
Board. The property owner is seeking designation in order to enter into a Mills Act Property Tax Abatement contract with 
the County of San Diego. 

Master Architect Lloyd Ruocco designed the Modern style dwelling at 10088 Sierra Vista Avenue in ig62 for property 
owners Sidney and Henrietta Wexler who occupied the home through 200^-201$. The wood framed wood-clad 
Modernistic home at 10088 Sierra Vista Avenue is one of approximately seven Lloyd Ruocco-designed homes constructed 
in the greater Grossmont-Mt. Helix community between circa ig^s and ig6g. Of the seven properties identified five are 
extant. Three of the five existing homes are designated as County of San Diego Historic Sites. With its intact low slung 
linear plan, tongue and groove redwood and glass walls, cantilevered decking, and northerly views the Wexler Residence 
retains a high degree of integrity and has been maintained such that the home's appearance has not significantly changed 
from the ig62-ig63 construction campaign. The home embodies the tenets and stylistic features of Modern architecture, 
and is an excellent intact example of the design skills of Lloyd Ruocco in the mid-point of his career. 

Tfie Wexler House is historically and architecturally significant for its embodiment of Modernist domestic architecture that 
characterized Southern California, San Diego, and Mt. Helix in the ig6os, for its association with post-WWII Modern-period 
development patterns of Mt. Helix; and lastly, as a masterful representation of the work of the Master Architect Lloyd 
Ruocco. The property qualifies for designation underthe following criteria. 

• V. (b)(i) for its association with development patterns of the greater Grossmont-Mt. Helix community in the 
modern-period (circa ig/,o through igyo). The period of significance under this context and criterion is ig63, from 
completion of construction, through igyo, the end of the Modern period. 

• V. (b)(3) for embodying the distinctive characteristics of Modernistic residential architecture in the greater 
Grossmont-Mt. Helix community. The period of significance under this context and criterion is ig63, from 
completion of construction, through igyo, the end of the Modern period. 

• V. (b)(3) for representing the work of Master Architect Lloyd Ruocco, FAIA, The period of significance for this 
context and criterion is ig63, from completion of construction, through ig65, when the home's carport was 
constructed. 

The exterior and interior of the home, the carport, four large granite boulders natural to the property (three along the 
south facade and one at the northwest corner) and accounted for in the design process, and the open space allocated for a 
future swimming pool, are all contributing elements to the property's signrficance. 

The following information is included in the Appendices of this HSDR: Modern Architecture Imagery (Appendix A), Lloyd 
Ruocco Project Images (Appendix B), Lloyd Ruocco Biographical Data (Appendix C), Property Records, Plans, and Photos 
(Appendix D), Site Plan Showing Contributing Features (Appendix E), and Department of Parks & Recreation (DPR) 523 
Series (Appendix F). 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The Wexler House is historically and architecturally significant for its embodiment of Modernist domestic architecture that 
characterized Southern California, San Diego, and Mt. Helix in the ig6os, for its association with post-WWII Modern period 
development patterns of Mt. Helix, and lastly, as a masterful representation of the work of the Master Architect Lloyd 
Ruocco. The property qualifies for designation underthe following criteria. 

• V. (b)(i) for its association with development patterns of the greater Grossmont-Mt. Helix community in the 
modern-period (circa ig^o through igyo). The period of signihcance under this context and criterion is ig63, from 
completion of construction, through igyo, the end of the Modern period. 

V. (b)(3) for embodying the distinctive characteristics of Modernistic residential architecture in the greater 
Grossmont Mt. Helix community. The period of significance underthis context and criterion is ig63, from 
completion of construction, through igyo, the end of the Modern period. 

• V. (b)(3) for representing the work of Master Architect Lloyd Ruocco, FAIA. The period of significance for this 
context and criterion is ig63, from completion of construction, through ig65, when the home's carport was 
constructed. 

II. HISTORIC CONTEXT 

Development Patterns of the Greater Grossmont-Mt. Helix Community 
The development history of Mt. Helix and Gr ossmont, two neighboring unincorporated residential communities of San 
Diego, is divided into three distinct time periods defined by a series of land tracts platted from the early 20"' Century 
forward out of a 600-acre Victorian-era ranch called Villa Caro that was established by Harvey C. Parke of the Parke-Davis 
Medical Company in Detroit, Michigan and sold in igo2 to Ed Fletcher, who soon established himself as a prominent land 
developer and civic booster in the San Diego region.' Fletcher's partner in the Villa Caro Ranch land acquisition was 
Pennsylvania-born theatre agent William Gross, who with Fletcher, envisioned the creation of an artists colony populated 
by literary and musical personalities, which would bring a significant return on their purchase through the speculative 
subdivision of raw land into real estate lots for sale. The name of Fletcher and Gross' colony would be Grossmont Park. 
The first Grossmont Park subdivision was platted and recorded on October3i, i g i o . Subsequent Units (#2 through #5) in 
the Grossmont Park tract were filed through i g i s , and Unit #6, a resubdivision of lots from Units 1, 4, and 5, was recorded 
on February 17, i g 3 i . For the Grossmont Park tracts Fletcher imported trees for planting and installed i/,-miles of roads 
throughout that were intended to maximize views. Lots were sold initially for up to $2,500 per acre until the Great 
Depression hit and reduced land valuesto $250 - $500 per acre, While Fletcher worked on the land development process 
Gross worked to attract aitists, musicians, and entertainers to the new community in the mountains. They succeeded in 
attracting the opera singer Ernestine Schumann-Heink as a resident, and eventually sold lots to a number of prominent 
people in the arts including songwriter Carrie Jacobs-Bond, pianist Teresa Carreno, and author Owen Wister. Motion 
picture companies used the area in the ig ios and ig20S, and Grossmont Studios flourished for a brief period. Fletcher 
himself established a country residence at the foot of Grossmont. 

With Fletcher and Gross' GrossrTiont Park marking the first phase of development, Mt. Helix Calavo Gardens initiated the 
second period of development from ig28 through the ig305. Calavo Gardens Units #1 through #z, were developed as 
agricultural-residential tracts with large-acre lots and custom homes built in the Spanish Revival style of architecture. The 
tracts were developed by the F.J. Hansen Organization, led by Fred J. Hansen, San Diego's premier agricultural-residential 
development company in the ig30S thru 1960s. Hansen, a native of Denmark, moved to San Diego in the early 1920s and 
soon thereafter, pioneered avocado growing in the Mt. Helix area with his Calavo Gardens land subdivision. The La Mesa 
resident was a shareholder in the Cyclone Fence Company and founded the La Presa and Otay Municipal Water District (in 
1956), assisted in the development of the Spring Valley Sanitation District, and served as a San Diego County Planning 
Commissioner fortwenty-six years where he helped to guide current and long range planning and development issues 
throughout the county.^ 

Unit #1 of the Mt. Helix Calavo Gardens land subdivision was filed for record at the San Diego County Recorder's Office on 
September 27, igaS at the r equest of property owner Fred J. Hansen. Recorded as Map No. 2132, the land subdivision was 
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planned and sun/eyed by Hansen and the La Mesa Engineering Sen/ice to include approximately fifty lots, sited along 
present-day Fuerte Drive, Calavo Drive, Puebia Drive, Panchoy Drive, and Avocado Boulevard, ranging in size from .î o 
acres to 3.og acres planted with Fuerte Avocado trees. The street names assigned to the area are avocado related, 
reflecting either varietals, or other important aspects of the history of avocados. Fuerte Drive is named for the Fuerte 
avocado varietal; Calavo Drive is named for the Calavo avocado varietal, Panchoy Drive is named for the Panchoy avocado 
varietal, and Puebia Drive is named for Puebia the Mexican city where the Fuerte tree was first discovered for introduction 
to California in i g i i . Less than one year later, on March 2, ig2g. Unit #2 of Mt. Helix Calavo Gardens was recorded as Map 
#2iz,9. Continuing the 'alligator pear' street name assignments, all str eets in Unit #2 were also named for avocado 
varietals. Anaheim Drive is named for the Anaheim varietal introduced to California in 1910, Oueen Avenue for the Oueen 
varietal introduced by E.E. Knight in 191/,, Dutton Drive forthe Dutton varietal and also perhaps for E.C. Dutton, president 
of the California Avocado Association established in 1915, Nabel Drive for the Nabel / Nabal varietal introduced in 1917 by 
F.W. Popenoe, Prince Lane for the Black Prince varietal, and Itzamna Road forthe Guatemalan Itzamna varietal. Calavo 
Gardens included approximately sixty trees per acre, and purchase price of a property included planting, care and water for 
two years, with further maintenance offered at cost plus ten percent. The subdivision orchards were advertised as 100% of 
all fruit yields belonging to indrvidual property owners.' The F.J. Hansen Organization advertised the land subdivision as 
'investment in safety' and an ideal homesite offering, and continued to plat the remaining tracts at Calavo Gardens. TITP 
Spanish Revival architectural aesthetic selected for the individual homes within Calavo Gardens reflects not only the 
popular architectural ideology at the time, but also complemented the Hispanic origins and contributed to the general 
setting of the avocado orchards planted there. 

The third and final phase of development in the Ml . Helix and Grossmont communities is punctuated not by a specific land 
tract or developer, but by a style of architecture and the relationship between the land and the dwellings built there 
immediately preceding WWII and in the post-WWII period. This third period is exemplified by Modernistic architecture and 
ideology with Modern style dwellings designed and constructed by a series of architects, designers, and builders who 
today are regarded as Masters including Lloyd Ruocco, Homer Delawie, Sim Bruce Richards, A. Quincy Jones, Kendrick 
Bangs Kellogg, and John N. Moitenson. In the post-WWII period Mt. Helix and Grossmont became a haven for Modernist 
Residential Architecture, likely inspired by the area's natural terrain and landscaping with granitic boulders and 
outcroppings, steep slope lots, and panoramic views. The environmental conditions of Mt. Helix and Grossmont provided 
an ideal setting forthe construction of new dwellings in wood and glass that were true in form, simple in plan, and 
integrated with the surrounding conditions. Examples of Modernistic dwellings built in the area are listed in Table 1. 
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Table i . Known Modern is t Dwel l ings in M t . Helix / Grossmont , i 9 4 0 - i g 6 8 . 

Proper ty Name Year Bu i l t A rch i tec t A d d r e s s 
John Dirks Residence #1 1940 John Dirks Fuerte Drive 
Holmgren Residence 
Bleecker Residence 

1948 
1949 

Lloyd Ruocco 
Lloyd Ruocco 

Ward Lane 
Edgelake Drive 

Mortenson Residence #1 1958 John rvlortenson Sierra Vista Avenue 
Lillie Residence 
Levitt Residence 

1958 
1959 

Lloyd Ruocco 
John Mortenson 

Carmen Drive 

Sierra Vista Avenue 
Enright Residence 1959 John Mortenson Sierra Vista Avenue 
Hvistendahl Builders Home 1950 A. Quincy Jones Lavell Street 
Jacobson Residence 1951 Lloyd Ruocco Level Street 
Adams Residence 1959 John Mortenson El Dorado Lane 
Anderson Residence 1959 John Mortenson Mesa Vista Avenue 
McCummings Residence 1959 Richard Lareau Taltec Dnve 
Herbert residence 1960 John Mortenson Alto Drive 
Mortenson Residence #2 1960 John Mortenson Sierra Vista Avenue 
Casady Residence 1961 Delawie Year Shadow Drive 

Goldzband Residence 1962 Homer Delawie La Rueda Drive 
Hines Residence 1962 John Mortenson Sierra Vista Avenue 
Anderson Residence 
Daley Residence 
Green Residence 

Lee Residence 
Olson Residence 

1962 
1962 
1962 
1962 
1962 

.lotiii Mortenson 
Jolin Mci;tonso;i 
Jolin Pi1o-ir;nso'i 
John Mortenson 
John N Mortenson 

Mesa Vista Drive 
El Granito Avenue 
Sierra Vista Avenue 

Rockwood Road 
Sierra Vista Avenue 

Emery Residence 
Wexler Residence 

1963 
1963 

John Mortenson Sierra Vista Avenue 
Lloyd Ruocco Sierra Vista Avenue 

Engstrand Residence 1964 SITTI Bruce Richards Sunset Drive 
Hyndman residence 1964 John Mortenson Alto Drive 
Fine Residence 1967 Sim Bruce Richards Fuerte Dnve 
Mclnnis Residence 1968 Kendrick Bangs Kellogg Shadow Road 

Modernist Residential Architecture 

Modern ism is most s imply expressed as a depar ture f r o m historical precedent in archi tectural ideology when old and 

s tereotyped forms were discarded and new modes of expression developed to create an aesthet ic re fo rmat ion . A re fo rm 

in t he aesthet ic ideology, however, was inf luenced by innovat ions in techno logy and a change in l i festyles, wh ich in t u rn 

created a new residential archi tecture w i t h a t w o f o l d purpose, t o base its plans upon the organic life of the fami ly t o be 

housed, and t o make a logical use of t he pr oducts of invent ion . In the i r 1940 m o n o g r a m The Modern House in America 

authors James Ford and Kather ine M o r r o w Ford respond t o the inquiry of 'wha t is modern ' w i t h the fo l low ing s ta tement . 

It has elected to make a fresh approach, to free itself of constraints, by consciously ignoring 

tradit ion and expectations which the latter imposes wi th regard to facade and plan. The outer form 

of the modern house becomes the ou tgrowth of a plan built about the interests, routine activities, 

and aspirations of the client and his fami ly expressed in terms of materials employed. Thus human 

need comes first. In skilful hands new appropriate and beautiful forms may emerge f rom an 

architecture, which, discarding styles, lets the house grown f rom the inside outwardly to express the 

life within. . .Modern architecture then seeks not style but substance, not ornament or ostentat ion 

but rational simplicity, not standard plans and facades but proficiency in exposition, not f i t t ing the 

family to the house but the house to the family, not imitat ion but creation. Ideally it strives to make 

its fresh approach to the problem of design by the study of the latest findings concerning the nature 

of man and of social needs. It seeks fresh achievement in construction by thorough understanding 

and mastery of new materials and processes and of their potentials in use. It studies intensively the 

client and the members of the household, the site and its neighborhood, the available local 

organizations and materials for construct ion, and at tempts an individualized synthesis which wil l 

perfect the adaptation of the dwell ing to man. The result house is not a "machine for l iving," but a 

perceiving uti l ization of machine products to ease, facil i tate, and even inspire each process of daily 

living for each member of the family...Intrinsically, the modern house seeks to fulf i l the implicit goal 

of housing, which is not mere shelter but the opportuni ty for unhampered and gracious living.'' 
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Three common char acteristics helped to inform the geographical distribution of modern dwellings throughout the country 
in the 1940s and 19505 with California and the Atlantic Seaboard states leading the way. The first was the presence of a 
naturally beautiful environment, including the ocean, lakes, rivers, mountains, and deserts. The second was the cultivation 
of outdoor living and rise in leisure stimulated by wealth and opportunities. The third was an eagerness for simplicity 
without sacrificing the conveniences of modern technology. Additional features and considerations characteristic to 
modern architecture are identified as follows. 

• Adaptation of the house and lot to man 
. ^ Orientation to and protection from the sun 
c Placement of windows, doors, decks, and terraces to take advantage of vistas 
o A design that provides clearly defined and comfortable pedestrian circulation for both inhabitants and 

visitors 

Providing for automobiles and service vehicles in a convenient and unobtrusive manner 
• Elimination of the sense of confinement 

o Use of "indoor-outdoor " features in temperate climate with indoor spaces enlarged by unobstr ucted 
views of the outdoors by means of large glazed areas which can be opened 

• Site and Landscape 
C) Incorporation and consideration of the site orientatron, views, original landforms and vegetation 

Landscape and planted areas that relate and visually flow with the interior and exterior spaces and with 
the land forms 

o Landforms that enhance the livability of the site 
o Retention and enhancement of critical views 
o Recognizing and taking advantage of the path of the sun, wind patterns, and the effect of adjacent 

structures 
o A complimentaiy landscape plan that incorporates plantings, hardscape, and sometimes water features 

• Building Materials and Structure 
Integration of interior and exterior spaces through the use of large areas of glass including floor-to-
ceiling sliding doors 

o Interaction with natural environment through orientation and openingsto accommodate sunlight and air 
while still providing privacy, controlling sunlight and wind, and protecting the building from the elements 

c Honest use of materials in the intended appearance 
o Authentic use of fixtures and technology 

Because Modern Residential Architecture was focused on serviceability as well as one's cultural interests and idea of 
beauty, and the above-referenced characteristics, modernistic dwellings constructed throughout the country vary 
significantly in form and appearance. Building materials may include smooth stucco on frame, concrete block (CMU), 
horizontal board siding, vertical board siding, stone, brick, steel, or glass. Roof types may include flat, hipped or gable with 
low pitch, shed of varying pitch, exaggerated gable with a projecting geometric form, butterfly, or canopy supported by 
steel beams. Varied examples of residential Modernistic architecture are included in Appendix A. 

Master Architect Lloyd Ruocco, FAIA 
Born in 1907 in Portland, Maine, Lloyd Ruocco was the oldest of three children from Italian and English immigrant parents, 
Raffaele and Ethel Ruocco.-' His early years were spent in the Canadian wilderness, encouraging his proclivity fortrees and 
nature at a young age. In Canada the Ruoccos lived in Manrtoba, Alberta, and Victoria British Columbia where Raffaele 
worked as a vintner, in 1923 the family relocated to San Diego via a brief stay in Long Beach.^ The Ruoccos settled into a 
home at 3744 Park Boulevard and within a few years moved to East San Diego at 3843 Sierr a Avenue, which later was 
annexed into the City of San Diego and was readdressed as 3843 47"' Street. Young Lloyd attended San Diego High 
School, where in January 1926, he graduated as part of the 1926 Midwinter Class.'' An engaged student interested in 
architecture and social issues, in high school Ruocco participated in drafting classes where he sketched campus maps for 
an incoming freshman's guidebook. In early 1926, as a newly enrolled college student at San Diego State College (SDSU), 
he entered the San Diego Union's "Model Southern California Home" contest, a design competition judged by Master 
Architect Richard Requa. The purpose of the contest was to select plans for a home to be built for George Forbes in 
Kensington Herghts. Ruocco was awarded the second place prize in the competition; his elevations and floor plan were 
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included m the newspaper art icle announcing the winners. A l t hough his design for the home's exter ior was based on a 

Spanish Revival aesthetic, t he bui ld ing envelope exhib i ted a staggered foo tp r in t sui table f o r t h e inclusion o f pat ios of f of 

in ter ior spaces, there in demonst ra t ing Ruocco's foundat iona l belief of a connect ion w i t h the outdoors.^ In 1927, dur ing his 

second year at SDSU, Lloyd received the first place prize in the 2" annual "Al ternat ives for War Prize" essay contest. ' ' 

By 1927, at t he age of 20 w i t h nearly one year of col lege under his belt, Ruocco was hired as a Dra f tsman at the f i rm of 

Requa & Jackson, one of San Diego's premier archi tectural f i rms in practice at the t i m e . ' " L loyd is ci ted as having 

s imul taneously a t tended "pre-architectural courses' at SDSU in 1927-1929/1930, presumably in art, d ra f t ing , and possibly 

engineer ing, whi le wo rk ing for Requa 8( Jackson, however he is no t included in SDSU yearbooks f r o m those years. In Apri l 

1927 Lloyd was responsible for an auto accident in San Diego. His parents were later sued for $11,000 in damages resultant 

f r om the accident, and the case wen t t o t r ia l . Given his invo lvement in t he local car accident and the apparent level of 

damage and mone ta ry responsibi l i ty placed on L loyd and his parents, it may be that Lloyd dropped out of SL^SU 

coursework and instead main ta ined a fu l l - t rme paid Dra f t sman posi t ion w i th Requa & Jackson. San Diego City Directories 

list Ruocco as a Dra f tsman f o r t h e f i rm f r o m 1927 th rough at least 1930. The 1930 Census enumera t ion cites Lloyd as l iving 

at home w i t h his fami ly . His profession or industry is not l is ted. By 1933 Ruocco is ci ted as having received a degree in 

archi tecture f r o m the Universi ty of California at Berke ley . " Simi lar t o his t i m e at SDSU, Lloyd is not inc luded in Berkeley's 

yearbooks for 1932,1933, or 1934, nor was he l isted in d i rector ies for Bay Area cit ies. Rather, he appeared to be l iving at his 

fami ly 's h o m e w i t h his sister Marea, a commerc ia l art ist , and his b ro ther Ralph, a r ancher. The vague locat ional data and 

absence f rom col lege yearbooks may indrcate tha t Ruocco was an af f i l iated or associated student tha t received a degr ee in 

archi tecture th rough reciproci ty fo r his work as a Dra f t sman at Requa 8; Jackson and via distance learn ing. Several of 

Ruocco's archi tectural mentors , including Lil l ian Rice and Sam Hami l l , bo th employed at Requa 8; Jackson, were graduates 

of Berkeley's archi tecture p rog ram. In the absence of evidence of Lloyd's at tendance at UC Berkeley, beyond provid ing 

L loyd w i t h general recommendat ions t o pursue his archi tectural educat ion there, it may be speculated t ha t his mentors 

fac i l i ta ted Ruocco's apparent connect ion w i t h the degree awarded f r o m UC Berkeley. 

Educat ion not w i ths tand ing , Ruocco's natural ta lents emerged early in his career. In 1933-1934, Ruocco was one of the 35 

dr a f tsmen w h o supervised the const ruct ion of the Civic Center of San Diego Bui lding ( common ly referred t o as the County 

Admin is t ra t ion Bui ld ing), including preparat ion of revised drawings and detai ls, under the oversight of archi tects Sam 

Hami l l , Richard Requa, Wi l l iam Temple ton Johnson, and Louis G i l l . " San Diego City Directories disclose tha t Ruocco 

main ta ined his e m p l o y m e n t relat ionship w i t h Richard Requa th rough approximate ly 1940. In 1935 he was employed as a 

Dra f tsman fo r t he Cali fornia Pacihc Internat ional Exposi t ion in Balboa Park, for wh ich Richard Requa served as the Chief 

Arch i tec t . F o r t h e expo Ruocco designed a model home in t he Modernist ic / Internat ional style. A co l laborat ion w i t h 

Kenneth Messenger, the design is referenced as Mode l No . 55 in Federal Housing Admin is t ra t ion brochures and Model No. 

50 in San Diego Union art icles where in t he mode l home was descr ibed as fo l lows. 

"[ featuring] a great center room that is as much of a patio under roof as a room. It separates two 

wings of the house and copies an effect used in the desert for many years. This model is one of the 

group of five distinctly modern designs presented by Kenneth Messenger and Antonio Ruocco, San 

Diegans. This little model ably testi f ied to [ the] unusual ability of its designer, Ruocco. His friends 

who have watched his work with keen interest the last few years, expect big things of Antonio in the 

near future."'^ 

Historic image i7 proves the Mode l Town mode l was Ruocco's rookie card for his master fu l career. The model was modular, 

of steel f rame and glass componen ts t ha t were designed t o be taken apart and put back toge the r again."" The aesthetic, 

mater ia ls, and construct ion techno logy of Ruocco's mode l home served as the basis for nearly all o f his fu ture residential 

projects. 

Between 1937 and 1940 Lloyd resided in Santee. He ma in ta ined emp loymen t as a D ra f tman fo r Richar d Requa after the 

partnership be tween Requa and Herbert Jackson dissolved. In t he 1940 San Diego City Directory Ruocco is l isted as an 

Archi tect , s ignal ing his receipt of a professional license f r o m the State of Cali fornia. He is similar ly ci ted as an Archi tect in 

the bui ld ing industry in the 1940 Census enumera t ion . In this per iod Ruocco embarked on his f i rst independent design 

projects: the Mi tche l l residence in 1937 (a M in ima l Tradi t ional home at 1506 31^' Street, San Diego) and the Cl i tsome 

residence in 1938 (an Internat ional style h o m e at 2228 33"' Street , San Diego) . By 1942 he was ful ly t rans i t ioned into an 

Urbana Preservation & Planning. LLC 

April 2017 I Page 6 



Historic Site Designation Report - Wexler House 

10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa. CA 91941 

independent archi tectural pract ice. In that year he designed the O'Connor residence (a Modernis t ic home at 4245 

Randolph Street, San Diego) and the f irst of th ree houses fo r James Don Keller, w h o f r o m 1946 th rough 1970 served as a 

San Diego Distr ict A t to rney , and later became Ruocco's b ro ther - in - law when L loyd marr ied Use Hamann , t he sister of 

Don's w i fe Rita Hamann Keller. The Kellers marr ied in 1929 and presumably in t roduced Lloyd t o Use, or encouraged the 

re lat ionship as the pair was a perfect f i t : he an archi tect and she an art ist and art educator w h o jo ined the facul ty of SDSU 

in 1934 where she taugh t paint ing, ceramic arts, and industr ia l ar ts. 1942 also marked the f irst year of Lloyd's invo lvement 

in speaking engagements , art and design exhibi ts, and c o m m u n i t y par t ic ipat ion. In December of t ha t year L loyd, Use, and 

a g roup of SDSU students part ic ipated in an exhibi t on "Therapeut ic Designs fo r Disabled Serv icemen" in tended t o 

demons t ra te creat ive design modi f icat ions and occupat ional the rapy devices for disabled veterans. Both Lloyd and Use 

cont inued t o par t ic ipate in speaking engagements and o the r commun i t y -o r i en ted act iv i t ies fo r the rest of the i r lives, w i t h 

Lloyd par t ic ipat ing in at least one engagement per year. 

Dur ing the Second Wor ld War, Ruocco wo rked under t he Chief Dra f tsman for the 11 " ' Naval Distr ict in t he Uni ted States 

Navy Public Works Of f ice where he honed his engineer ing and theoret ica l calculat ion skills. In this capaci ty , he was 

ins t rumenta l in designing the large two-s to ry bu i ld ing and pier at t he foo t of E S t ree t . " ' ' He also designed a bat tery at Fort 

Rosecrans. ' ' ' Immedia te ly proceeding WWI I , in i 9 4 5 - i g 4 6 , Ruocco comple ted the design and const ruct ion of his personal 

residence, II Cavo. The home was featur ed in t he German publ icat ion Better Homes and Gardens in Southern California, 

wh ich descr ibed the house as fo l lows. 

II Cavo's plan was determined by the rocks, trees, and shrubs that had been on the site for ages. The 

house has no parallel walls, no right angles. Ruocco did a sketch plan and section to get his building 

permit. Working drawings and details were never even contemplated. Only when the house was 

entirely completed was a final plan drawn...His first ideas were continually changes in progress, 

dictated by the natural slope of the land and by the building market just a year after World War II. 

Views unfolding f rom certain points influenced the plan to quite an extent. 

A sole thought was wi th Ruocco while the building was going up: "How shail we feel in our 

house,..only what goes on in the people counts, not what happens in a facade." 

II Cavo IS a cave fil led wi th light, free of artifices, strikingly defined by its f luid volumes rather than by 

its rustic shape and textures. There are rough-hewn tables, tree trunks barely barked, cowhides, 

d r i f twood, exposed raw beams - and, wi th all this, II Cavo is an experience more of space than 

shapes.' ' 

Be tween i g 4 5 and 1958 Ruocco's f i r m comp le ted designs fo r resident ia l , commerc ia l , and industr ial bui ldings and 

structures amoun t i ng to $ i . 3M in value including 17 known residences in the greater La Mesa, Grossmont -Mt . Helix, Spring 

Valley and El Cajon area, and 25 projects in the incorporated areas of San Diego. Beyond II Cavo, projects of note in th is 

t i m e f r a m e include: 

Keller Residence (House II o f III, designated as City of San Diego Historical Resources Board No. 911), 

• Ho lmgren Residence in 1948 (designated as County of San Diego Historic Site Board No. 2003-001), 

• Jones Residence (designated as County of San Diego Historic Site Board No. 2011-004), 

• Jackson Residence in 1949 (designated as County of San Diego Historic Site Board No. 2016-004), 

• Design Center Bui lding in 1950 (designated as City of San Diego Historical Resources Board No, 434), 

• Garden Villa Model l l ome at the San Diego Home Show in 1953, 

Ruocco Residence, II Solari, in 1956, and 

• Lil l ie Residence in 1958 (designated as County of San Diego Historic Site Board No. 2003-002). 

The Garden Vil la Home, buil t in 1953 for the San Diego H o m e Show held in Balboa Park, was bui l t on an 8 - foo t modu le , 

using a mod i f i ed post -and-beam f ram ing , w i t h we lded square steel tub ing as a rep lacement fo r heavier w o o d posts. The 

roof, cei l ing, and f loor membranes were prefabr icated systems of re inforced p lywood panels, 4 x 8 feet in size. T w o long 

outer wal ls of glass enclosed the home whi le ma in ta in ing v iews and a feel ing of connect iv i ty t o the outdoors . The model 

home represented Ruocco's f i rst experience in developing a pre- fabr icated bui ld ing: no mater ia ls were cut on the j o b site, 

p l ywood and hardboard panels were del ivered ready to f i t . The house was comp le ted in one m o n t h . Approx imate ly 
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60,000 home show at tendees v iewed the Gar den Vil la before it was disassembled and stored for fu tu re use by the Ruoccos 

in the const ruct ion of the i r second residence, II Solari in Alvarado Estates, a gated residential c o m m u n i t y developed on the 

mesa nor th of SDSU, nor th of Interstate 8, be tween 1948 and 1965. 

In 1958, Ruocco establ ished a partnership w i t h Arch i tec t Homer Delawie as he and Use in i t ia ted a t r ip around the wo r l d . 

Delawie ma in ta ined wa tch on projects u n d e r t h e partnership as the Ruoccos t raveled. The partnership remained in place 

th rough 1961 in wh ich t ime the pair developed designs fo r s ing le-and-mul t i - fami ly residences, industr ia l propert ies, and 

commerc ia l bui ld ings valued at approx imate ly $3 Mi l l ron . ' " Designs for f ive extant residential propert ies are a t t r i bu ted t o 

the Ruocco Delawie partnership: the Burke Residence, the Hillside House, and the Upas Garden Apa r tmen ts (each bui l t in 

i 960 ) , the Feller Residence (buil t 1962), and the Wexler House (buil t in i 9 6 2 - i g 6 3 ) . 

From the 1960s t h rough the early 1970s Ruocco's commiss ioned work included at least 14 commerc ia l , civic, and academic 

propert ies, demons t ra t i ng his proiTiot ion in to higher-value and more visible design projects. Notab le propert ies a t t r ibu ted 

to Lloyd in th is arena include: 

City of San Diego Universi ty City Civic Center (schematics and model in 1961), 

Security First Nat ional Bank (in Santee in 1961), 

San Diego Zoo exhibi ts, enclosures, and bui ld ings (1961), 

St. Phil l ips Episcopal Church (in Lemon Grove in 1962), 

St. Andrews by the Sea Episcopal Church (in t he Pacific Beach commun i t y of San Diego rn 1963), 

Scripps Inst i tute Geophysics Laboratory (in 1964 wh ich received an "Award of Excellence" f r o m the Amer ican 

Inst i tu te of Archi tect 's San Diego Chapter),'*^ 

City of San Diego Center City Concourse Plaza, Memor ia l Fountarn, and Civic Theatre (in 1964-1965), 

Securi ty Trust and Savings Bank (in San Diego in 1965), 

Universi ty of Califor'nia, San Diego Internat ional Associat ion Bui lding (1965), 

Pioneer Uni ted Church of Christ / Commun i t y Congregat ional Church (in t he Cla i remont commun i t y of San Diego 

in 1966), and 

• Avocado Professional Group Medica l -Denta l Center (in El Cajon in 1967). 

The emphasis of a sites natural beauty and conformance to the setting and topography is what is most striking about 

Ruocco's designs. His empathy and appreciation for the natural environment echoed a newly emerging field of 

environmental design being promoted by architects Richard Neutra, Craig Ellwood, Thornton Ladd, Killingsworth, Brady, 

Smith and Associates, Gregory Ain, and Joseph Allen Stein. Stressing 'voluntary simplicity' these new environmental 

designers were influenced by Frank Lloyd Wright's definition of the organic unit 

...environment and building are one. Planting the grounds around the building on the site as well as 

adorning the building take on new importance as they take on the features harmonious wi th the 

space-to-be-lived-in. Site, structure, furnishings...all these become as one in organic architecture. 

Therefore all are elements of this synthesis of features of habitation...and [are] harmonious wi th the 

environment. This is what posterity wil l call 'modern architecture'."" 

Ruocco and his Modern is t cohor t incorporated organic mater ia ls such as redwood, glass, and steel in the i r designs. His 

work was focused on the house in the garden. In t he residences he designed Ruocco elegant ly me lded the bui l t s t ructure 

w i t h its surrounding natural env i ronment , w i th few solid walls, choosing instead to use wa l l - to -wa l l w indows tha t a l lowed 

for l ight t o enter f r om all angles, and when inside, for one to feel as if one was still outs ide. This f lu id f o r m resul ted in a 

natural fusion of lines, wh ich for the t ime , was revolut ionary and new to archi tectural design and was env i ronmenta l ly and 

socially correct. 

A l though pr imar i ly remembered for his parcel-level design work , Ruocco was an equally st i rr ing advocate for social change 

and the be t te rmen t of cit ies. In 1946 he served as the Founding Chai rman / President of the Al l ied Art is ts Counci l . In 1947 

he served as a Cha i r t o t w o separate commi t tees : the Housing in San Diego Commi t t ee of the San Diego County Chapter 

of the Progressive Citizens of Amer ica and the Planning C o m m i t t e e o f the Amer ican Inst i tute of Archi tects (AlA) San Diego 

Chapter. From 1957 th rough at least 1962 Lloyd served as a m e m b e r of t he City of San Diego Urban Renewal Commiss ion 
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and in 1958, he served as a founding member of the Metropolitan Planning Coordination Committee. When recalling her 
husband's passion for community action. Use Ruocco stated "Lloyd always believed in organizing groups of people to 
accomplish something -you could accomplish more than if you do it yourself."" In 1961 Ruocco founded the Citizens for 
Coordinate Century 3 (C3), an organization focused on planning and environmental issues in the San Diego region."' Born 
from Ruocco's concern for the futur e of cities, in a time of srgnificant social, physical, environmental, and regulatory 
change in the United States, C3'5 original advocacy platform included civic problems where architecture and urban design 
could have an influence, and the promotion of handsome and functional communities through research, education, and 
coordinated citizens. According to the San Diego Union Tribune 

During the 1960s, a civic group called Citizens Coordinate for Century Three successfully fought to 
preserve the scenic Balboa Park stretch of State Route 163, helped save the San Diego River from 
being turned into a cement channel through Mission Valley and in 1974 sponsored a trailblazing 
development study called "Temporary Paradise?" The regional blueprint argued for smart growth 
before growth was considered capable of intelligence.''' 

Some of Ruocco's other civic and governmental activities included: Board Member of the San Diego City School's Institute 
For Creativity (1963 to circa 1975), the San Diego repr esentative for the Governor's Action Advisory Committee on 
California Beauty (1966-1967), and a Board member of the International Border Park and Cultural Foundation (1972 to circa 
197.5)- In 1974 Ruocco was elected to the AlA College of Fellows "because other architects appreciated his abrlrty to 
express in words and designs,"'"' for his pioneering work in post-WWII ar chitecture in the San Diego area, and because his 
"early residential designs of glass, steel, and wood were regarded by his professional colleagues as structur'al expressions 
r eflecting the Southern California environment."' ' 

By the late 1970s Ruocco retired from architectural practice. In 1978 he completed a manuscript on new cities that offered 
instructrve philosophy on living and thriving in cities, interpersonal relationships, career considerations, and rethinking the 
prototypical city based on a concentration of not only architecture but total design based on garden city precedent, a topic 
that he explored throughout his career. Illustrating his passion for urban design, as the intersection of architecture and 
urban planning, Ruocco developed two vision projects through his career: the La Mesa city center plan in the 1940s and his 
'Kinderpath' concept during the 1960s. The La Mesa project involved the creation of a new city center in Downtown La 
Mesa that emphasized levitalization of the original business district."' The 'Kinderpath' concept was Ruocco's effort at a 
garden city based on the separation of pedestrians and the automobile. Modeled after the earlier Radburn plan, Ruocco's 
garden city called for a subdivision with irregularly placed residences featuring private gardens, streets located to the rear 
of the homes, with the front of the r esidences opening up into small, common pedestrian paths called 'Kinderpaths', which 
in turn, would open into larger parks and expansive gr'eenbelts that contained mixed-use developments and multiple-
family residential units. Sur ely, with the inclusion of simple modernist homes and commercial buildings designed by 
Ruocco, the Kinderpath community would today be regarded as a historic district. 

On May 10,1981 Lloyd Ruocco died at the age of 74. In his work Ruocco stressed economy, purity of form, and a full 
understanding of the sensual aspects of being human. He embraced both site and climate in his designs.^' Character 
defining features that are indicative of Ruocco's modernist aesthetic include: 

• A sophisticated landscape relationship between the house and the site, 
• Extensive use of glass particularly at window walls, 

Sliding panels as exterior walls - often uninterrupted glass in thick wood frames, 

Utilitarian wood beams, 

• Flat or low-pitched roofs with wide eave overhangs, 

Walls (inter ior and some exterior) and ceilings of redwood, 

• Interior cabinetry and other built-in storage features of fine wood, and 
Illuminated nooks and window seats at the interior. 

Second in reputation only to Irving Gill, an undisputed Master of early modernism in the San Diego region, Lloyd Ruocco is 
widely regarded as the most significant Modernist in San Diego architectural history in the 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s. He 
advocated for social and physical change in the areas of planning, architecture, and the environment. He designed at least 
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200 projects in the San Diego region, including wood and glass dwellings, churches, and commercial, civic, and academic 
buildings. Ruocco's architectural projects embody the distinctive characteristics of the modernist aesthetic. Decades after 
his passing, his legacy remains intact thr ough hrs built projects and through a dedicated group of peers and admirers that 
appreciate, occupy, rehabilitate, and preserve buildings he is attributed to. 

Images of Ruocco's work are included in Appendix B. Biographical data tables on Ruocco's life and work are included in 
Appendix C. 

III. BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

The Wexler House appears to have been initially designed under the partnership of Ruocco and Delawie, as available as-
built drawings show that Homer Delawie's name was covered over in the title block, pr esumably simultaneous to the 
commission being received. Inventorred as Ruocco project #6203, the home was designed for Sidney and Henrietta 
Wexler-, who prevrously resided at 3835 Garden Lane in Point l.oma.'^ Even priorto hiring Lloyd Ruocco for their Mt. Helix 
home, the Wexlers were well versed in tasteful design having worked with Harriett Wimmer on their garden and landscape 
design for their Point Loma home.'-' In November 1959 the Wexlers purchased the unimproved lands comprising tho 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue property from the Ed Fletcher Company, the original landholder and subdivider of Grossmont, 
for a sum of $10.*" By 1962 the Wexlers were under contract with Lloyd Ruocco to design their new Mt. Helix home. 

Mr. Wexler was the co-founder of Spaikletone Photo Service, a Kodachrome color film photo processing company 
established in San Diego in 1947. Sparkletone maintained exclusive licensing with Eastman-Kodak to process film locally. 
Prior to entering into the licensing agreement the bulk of color film processing, a $1 million market share in 1964, was sent 
for processing out of the San Diego region. The company was originally housed at 4441 Park Boulevar d and 3024 El Cajon 
Boulevard, and in 1961, relocated oper ations to 2030 El Cajon Boulevard. By the early 1960s Sparkletone held contracts for 
more than 300 retail outlets and more than 100 professional and industrial customers in San Diego County. The company 
expanded into Los Angeles and the Imperial Valley; Phoenix and Tucson, Arizona, and Tijuana and Ensenada in Baja, 
Mexico.^' In 1967 Sparkletone was purchased by Fox-Stanley Photo Products, Inc. of San Antonio, Texas. By that time the 
company's recorded sales volume was approximately $2 million.'' By 1974 Mr. Wexler established Sidney Wexler 8; 
Associates, a local residential real estate practice and home insurance brokerage. He continued his real estate career into 
the mid-1990s. In 1987 Mr. Wexler established Globe Trotter Travel Service, Inc.; this company also continued into the 
mid-19905. Mr s. Wexler was a homemaker. She maintained involvement in the San Diego League of Women Voters in the 
1950s. The Wexlers maintained ownership of the 10088 Sierr-a Vista Avenue property until 2015 when it was sold to the 
current owner. The home's high level of integrity is attributed to it being originally designed for occupied and owned by 
the Wexlers until September 2015. 

Neither of the Wexlers appear to have TTiade significant contributions to events in history such that the 10088 Sierra Vista 
Avenue pr operty could be found eligible under County of San Diego Historic Site Eligibility Criterion V.b(2). 

IV. DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF RESOURCE 

The Wexler House is a modern style wood and glass dwelling tucked into a north-facing slope on the Grossmont section of 
Mt. Helix. It is a prototypical Ruocco aesthetic offering all of the features that are character-defining to the architect's 
residential work: tongue and groove redwood walls, extensive use of glass at focal facades, a low-pitched roofline, 
wraparound deckrng accessible via several sliding glass walls that are framed in redwood, built-in cabinetry, ground floor 
space that provides secondary uses or room to grow with the family, and custom siting amongst the lot's natural featur-es 
including a steep slope and granite boulders. As referenced in the original project number assigned to the design 
commission, Ruocco No. 6203, the home was designed in 1962 and completed in 1963. Constructed under County permit 
number 178084, the project was valued at $31,800. The home was designed to include four bedrooms, three bathrooms, a 
living room with dining area, a family room with fireplace, a raised basement with two workshop spaces- one at the 
northeast corner and one at the northwest corner, a carport at the southeast corner of the dwelling, and a pedestrian 
bridge providing access from the parking area to the home's front entry doors. The home's siting was strategically 
oriented around existing granite boulders embedded into the slope at the south elevation and in the vicinity of the 
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basement walls. These stones are delineated in the architectural plans prepared for the property. Further demonstrating 
his appreciatron for the outdoors and its integration into his desrgns, Ruocco specified retention of a tree at the east side of 
the home with the notation "must be saved 8< protected" included in the architectural drawings. 

The home's massing was, and remains, in an irregular T-shape with a cross gabled roof of very low pitch. Available 
architectural plans notate the roof as being covered by built-up pea gravel; today the roof is covered in composition 
shingles with the original 5' redwood overhang. Assessor notations on the burlding record indicate that the roofing was 
composrtron "SRK". This note was added to the record on February 25,1963 when the home was 60% constructed, which 
means that the home Irkely never featured a pea gravel roof as originally specified on the drawings. The use of pea gravel 
on a sloped roof does require more regular maintenance and a refresh of the gravel as it spills over the eaves. Installrng 
shingles Irkely was a decision based on serviceability and future maintenance. The SRK composition roof type was notatod 
on the building record for at least one other Ruocco-designed dwelling located at 1433 Pulerbaugh Street in San Diego. 

Examination of the present-day appearance of the home's exterior facades against the elevation drawings reveal that the 
exterior is essentially unchanged from the original design with all character-defining features intact. 

• The north facade main floor (labeled as the east elevation on available architectural drawings (Sheet 4)) retains 
all original fenestration and materials: fixed full-height window wall, two full height sliding glass walls, a fixed full 
height windov/ wall, a full height louvered glass window, a ganged fixed-and-sliding unit atop a tongue and 
groove redwood bulkhead, a single-entry door with full height glass panel, a tongue and groove redwood wall, a 
single-entry door with full-height glass panel, a ganged fixed-and-sliding unit atop a tongue and groove redwood 
bulkhead, a ganged fixed and sliding unit atop a tongue and groove r edwood bulkhead, a single-entry door with 
full-height glass panel, a narrow tongue and groove redwood wall, a full-height sliding glass wall, a fixed full-
height window wall, and a full height louvered glass window. All fenestration is framed in redwood. Original 
insect screens are in place at the sliding walls and windows. The screens are weathered from decades of sun and 
environmental exposure. The glass is in good conditions with no observable cracks or other damage. The main 
floor is bound by a full-length balcony wraps around to the east facade. The balcony features wood decking and 
was originally enclosed by railing with 2" x 6" redwood on 4" x 4" redwood posts wi lh galvanized clothes wire 
installed horizontally with 9" spacing. The wire is not present today. Exposed screw holes along the deck fascia 
provide evidence of original post locations, 

• The north facade basement level is not delineated in available architectural drawings. The entire facade is clad 
in vertical tongue and groove redwood. Fenestration is comprised of three single entry wood doors that provide 
access to the two basement level workshop spaces and a central crawl space, a narrow louvered glass window the 
same height as the doors, and three horizontal aluminum slider windows. The trim around the doors matches the 
trim at the main floor windows and doors, which supports the assertion that the basement level fenestration is 
original. This basement facade is considered secondary to the main level facades around the perimeter of the 
home. The west workshop space includes a working bathroom that is referenced in the architectural drawings. 
The west facade main floor (labeled as the north elevation on architectural plans (Sheet 4)) retains all original 
fenestration and materials: 1 " x 6" tongue and groove redwood claddrng frorTi the northwest corner over to a 
louvered glass unit installed beneath a fixed glass unit immediately south of the gable, two fixed glass units, and 
1" X 6" redwood louvers in the gable with insect screens installed behind the louvers. The 5' roof overhang that is 
typical around the perimeter shades this facade. 

The west facade basement level is not delineated in available architectural drawings. The facade is clad in 
vertical tongue and groove redwood with an exposed block foundation wall built into the slope. Fenestration is 
comprised of a single wooden entry door that provides access to the west basement workspace. An in-situ 
granite boulder is present at the northwest corner of the house, approximately 5' from the workshop entrance. 
Exterior steps line the west facade and provide connection to the south yard. 

• The south facade (labeled as the west elevation on available architectural drawings (Sheet 4)) forms the "T" in the 
building footprint with a cross gabled volume that projects out from the principal massing. The south facade 
retains all original fenestration and matehals: a fixed glass unit at the southwest corner to continue the span from 
the west facade, a single-entry door with full-height glass panel, fixed glass units in a ribbon form, a red brick 
fireplace tucked into the western corner of the projecting volume, a ganged fixed-and-sliding unit atop a tongue 

Urbana Presen/ation & Planning, LLC 
April 2017 I Page 11 



Historic Site Designation Report - Wexler House 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

and groove redwood bulkhead, a fixed window wall, a sliding window wall, a full-height louvered glass unit, i " x 6" 
redwood siding, and a louvered glass unit atop a redwood bulkhead, a single entry wooden door, and ganged 
dappled glass units atop louvered glass units, all in the projecting volume. Ruocco's plans for the property 
included a swimming pool at the southwest corner of the home (Site Plan and Plot Plan (Sheet 2)). The southeast 
yard was developed as a patio that continues to provide access to and from the kitchen (in the projecting volume) 
and the dining and living rooms. The east wall of the patio includes a full-height louvered glass unit, a fixed 
window wall, two full-height sliding glass walls, and an uninterrupted span of 1" x 6" redwood siding before 
terminating at the southeast corner of the home into the east facade. 

• The east facade main level (labeled as the south elevation on available architectural drawings (Sheet 4)) retains 
all original fenestration and materials: double redvt'ood doors void of glazing or ornament (beyond the iron 
knocker installed at the right-side door) with a solid transom panel and an span of 1" x 6" tongue and groove 
redwood siding, a short return wall comprised of a full-height louvered glass unit vv'ith a fixed transom, and two 
full-height window walls with fixed transoms that terminate at the northeast corner. The full-length balcony 
wraps from the north facade and extends the length of the east facade. 

The east facade basement level is not delineated in available architectural drawings. The facade is composed of 
an exposed block foundation wall built into the slope. Exterior stairs are in the vicinity of this facade and provide 
access to the north facade basement level. 

I ho Wexler House maintains integr'ity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. Visual 
observations confirm the house is nearly identical to its depiction in available architectural drawings. Changes or 
discrepancies noted from available architectural drawings include: 

Replacement of steel wire at balcony railing (as specified on available architectural drawings), 

• Installation of SRK composition roofing rather than built-up pea gravel (as specified on available architectural 
drawings), 

• Absence of a pedestrian bridge from the parking area walkway (as specified on available architectural drawings 
(unnumbered preliminary Site Plan dated July 17,1762), and 

• Construction of the existing carport (in 1965) slightly east from the location originally specified in available 
architectural drawings (unnumbered proliminar-y Site Plan dated July 17,1762 and Sheet 1). 

The as-built deviations from the preliminary site plan do not detract from the home's extant Modernistic qualities. The 
home's appearance is consistent with Lloyd Ruocco's original design and is a masterful expression of his residential work. 
The exterior and interior of the home, the carport, four large granite boulders natural to the property (three along the 
south facade and one at the northwest corner) and accounted for in the design process, and the open space allocated for a 
future swimming pool, are all contributing elements to the property's significance. 

Referto Appendix D for property records (including deeds), plans, and photographs. Referto Appendix E fora site plan 
showing contributing features. DPR 523 series forms prepared for the property are included in Appendix F. 
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Pueblo Ribera (San Diego, CA) 

Architect Rudolph Schindler 

1923 

Lovell 'Health' House (Los Angeles) 
Architect Richard Neutra 
1929 

Kauffman House (Bear Run, PA) 

Architect Frank Lloyd Wright 

1937 

Urbana Presen/ation & Planning, LLC 
April 2017 I Appendix A. Modern Architecture Imagery 



Historic Site Designation Report - Wexler House, Ruocco Project No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

McConnell Residence (San Diego, CA) 
Designer / Builder William Kesling 1947 

Glass House (New Canaan, CT) 

Architect Phillip Johnson 

1949 

Farnsworth House (Piano, IL) 
Architect Ludwig Mies van der Robe i g 5 i 
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Private Residence (San Diego, CA) 

Architect Sim Bruce Richards 

19S3 

Private Residence (San Diego, CA) 
Architect Lloyd Ruocco 

^955 

Babcock House (San Diego, CA) 
fC Architect Kendrick Bangs Kellogg 1959 
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Frey II House (Palm Springs, CA) 
Architect Albert Frey 
1963-1964 

Grossmont Spec House j Ishikawa Residence 
(La Mesa, CA) 
Architect Lloyd Ruocco 
1969. 
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O W N Y O U R O W N H O M E 

M O D E L T O W N 
R E S I D E N C E 

Modeltown Model No. 55 Floor Plan and Rendering, circa ig35. Source: Federal Housing Administration. 
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O W N Y O U R O W N H O M E 

M O D E L T O W N 
R E S I D E N C E 
Federal Housing Adrainistration Exhibit 
at the Son Diego Exposition . . . . 1935 

The Injured MortKlKC P l jn ol the Federal Nouims 
Admin i i l i j t i en p r rmi r t building or buying homct 
Jnd p jy ing the entire construction c*( l in equjt. 
t m j i l monthlf j m o u n t i . iutt like paying rent 

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR L O A N D A T A 

Modeltown Model No, 50 Floor Plan and Photograph, cir ca ig35. Source: Federal Housing Administration. 
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O'Connor Residence, built in 1942. Source: Wendy L. Tinsley Becker, 2000. 

O'Connor Residence, built in 1942. Source: Wendy L. Tinsley Becker, 2000. 
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O'Connor Residence, built in 1942. Source: Wendy L. Tinsley Becker, 2000. 

Ruocco Residence, II Cavo, built in ig45. Source: Maynard L. Parker, photographer. Courtesy of The Huntington Library, 
San Marino, California. 
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Goodman Residence, built in 1950. Source: San Diego Union, 1953. 

Design Center (rear facades), built in 1950. Source: San Diego History Center, 1959. 

Urbana Preservation & Planning, LLC 
April 2017 I Appendix B. Lloyd Ruocco Project Images 



Historic Site Designation Report - Wexler House, Ruocco Project No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

Rabinowitz Residence, built in 1952, Source: San Diego Union, 1957. 

n->ioi.>.«iu.v (11 .sMiu Ml,-,. SMI i:.i,uiii,n rij.Mit» nir 
Jackson Residence, built in 1953. Source: San Diego Union, 1953. 

Garden Villa, built and disassembled in 1953. Source: San Diego Union, 1953. 
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Almost a part of nature's scenery Is Garden 
Villa, the model house at the San Diego Home Show 
pictured above. Reclining against the swimming pool 
ladder In the foreground is Mae Entwlsle, Miss San 
Diego of 1953 and Queen of the Home Show. The 
feeling of Interior spaciousness achieved by the glass 
walls and nine-foot ceilings Is shown at the left where 
Miss Entwlsle relaxes In a comer of the living room. 
Directly above is the floor plan of the 1400-squai'e 
foot house. Architect Lloyd Ruocco borrowed from 
the Spanish to name one of his rooms "todos." It's 
an all purpose room which can bo used as an extra 
bedi-oom, den, sewing or play room. 

r - r - r r n r 

Garden Villa, built and disassembled in 1953. Source: San Diego Union. 

Urbana Preservation & Planning, LLC 
April 2017 I Appendix B. Lloyd Ruocco Project Images 



Historic Site Designation Report - Wexler House. Ruocco Project No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

Moats Residence, built in 1954. Source: San Diego Union, 1954. 

Beers Residence, built in 1954. Source: unknown original photographer, unknown date, via 
http://www.modernsandiego.com. 
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Bauman Residence, built in 1954. Source: Douglas Simmonds, photographer, via http://www.modernsandiego.com, 

Civic Theatre (rendering), built in 1965, Source: San Diego Union, 1963. 
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Scripps Institute Geophysics Laboratory, built in 1964. Source; Scripps Institute of Oceanography (SIO) Photographic 
Laboratory, SIO Photographs Collection, UCSD Libraries Digital Collections. 

Security Trust & Savings Bank, built in 1965. Source: San Diego Union, 1965. 
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Table Ci . Lloyd Ruocco Directory l istings. 
Table C2. Lloyd Ruocco Exhibits, Lectures, and Organizational Involvement, 1942-1975. 
Table C3. Lloyd Ruocco Projects (designed and built). 
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Table C2. Lloyd Ruocco Exhibits. Lectures, and Organizational Involvement, 1942-1975. 

Y.;i.:ir Ru ' i ; ' Tun: ' , Organization Source 
1942 j Therapeutic Designs for Disabled Servicemen S: 'S:, An Gailery SDU lZ'22/1942 (A5: 2-3) 

1944 Planning the Modem Kitchen 
Home Planners Institute of San Diego County held at Rosevelt Junior 
High and Hoover High School 

SDU 12710/1944(3: 2) 

1945 The Archileclurally Piecocious Tvven'ueth Cenluiy SDSU Extension Course SDU OZ'12/1945 (A4: 2) 
1945 South Amenca Builds Pan Am.encan league. San Diegc Chapter SDU 01/01/1945 (AIO 2) 
1945 F'os'.-War Homes wilh Colored Molion Pictures ' j •.- . • --. . ••• - "i,;.-::- 1 ; W.- r.;n SDU 10/14/1945 (D7: 5) 
1946 The Arts in San Diego First ...-iitanan Church SDU 09/28, 1946 (A5 4 5) 

1946-1949 Chairman / President (lo at least 1949) Allied Artists Counci / Allied Craftsman 
SDU 09/24/1946 (A6. 4) 
SDU 02/08/1948 (A7 1) 

1947 UrDan Planning and Residential ana Housina Problems :".•«• Dienn ".Vr-m'i" Clue Junior Mcmoofsr.ip SDU 01/20/1947 (A8. 3) 

1947 Com.m(ttee Chair 
Housing in San Diego San Diego Counly Chapter of the Prcgressive 
Citizens of Amenca SDU 06/07/1947 (A4 2) 

1947 Comminee Chair Planning Committee - San Dieyo -'o.A Cliaptei SDU 02/12/1947 (A3 2) 
1943 Art and Archdecture • i.K'iji :::::i /-.^s. - : nl . ' ivuisily |.Vi;i-ii'-: 1 a F/esa Branch SDU 04/04,'1<J4B (C4 1) 
194a Contemporary 'ntenor Design ''•.llit;i.l A : s l j , :~ ; . i i i i : : i SDU 02/08/1948 iA7 11 
1949 1 he Use 0? Wood as an inienor Decorative Malenal ' . ' :: i le .i • • i in i i " ; I 'ui;. n K. . - \ \ SOU 01/04.'1949 (A6 2| 

1951 The Changing Face of San Diego 
Joint Program of the SD Chapler AlA and Ihe M A P Group of San 
Diego 

SDU 03/25.'1951 (A6 2) 

1952 Nominaled for Treasurer SD Chapter Ainehcan Institute of Architects SDU •!2.'21/1952 (/•«24 l i 

1953 
Images and Commentary on fvlexican Architecture (with C J. Paderewski and Jack R. 
1 ewis) 

The Women's Archileclutal League of San Diego SDU 01/19/1953 (A17:a) 

1954 1 n : . ; : l i i , l u : : , ii" [.l.-..'". ' Rancho Sante Fe Gardener Club SDU 11/07/1954(02 1) 
1954 I'.il . ! ; ; ; : . . ' . i - ( I , I I - ; I M I : : .•^meniian Association of University Women. La Mesa Branch SDU 05/10.'i954 (A17 1, 

1955 The Architect and the Client 
Women's Archllecturai Laegue. Fine Arts Gallery, and American Institute 
of Architects San Diego Chapler 

SDU 04/28/1955 (A32 3) 

1957 Architeclure in fv'exico SDSU Fine Arts Building SDU 07/08/1957 (Bl 51 

1957-1962 Member City ot San Diego Urban Renewal Commission 
SDU 07/11/1957 (Bl 1-3) 
SDU 08/29/1961 (AIS 3) 

1S58 "Gui'.'.lirrj Member Metropolitan Planning Coordination Committee SDU 12/11/1958 (A25 1) 
1959 How ihe Vitirlti LOOKS Through Ihe Eyes of an Amcncan Architect T - : .- : .. SDU 10/22/1959(81.8) 

1961-1981 
Founder/ 
R(;se.-ircn Di.-'ectcr 

Citizens Coordinate SDU 09/26/1961 (A17 6) 

1961 " i l l - i-Mr':', P •ir]r " i - : - ! - ; _iv - - l Bird Rock Elementary School PTA Meeting SDU 11/12/1961 (DB 3) 
1961 iilu.strated Ta:< or. Ihc Cc-ter C.w "hc-atre Proposal Citizens Cotdinate SDU 10/22/1961 (A45 1) 
1961 Ugliness in ihe ~r;,-.:. -•' ;-ir:'fir.icncy Amencan Society of Women Accountants SDU 09/23/1961 |A12 7) 
1961 Art Lecture SDSU Humanities Auditorium SDU 05/18/1961 {BVi) 
1961 'Ue lir.i.-j- --y ' " ic or f-a e'-' Smith College Club of San Dieqo Counly SDU 05/12/1961 iA27 2) 
1961 More Tnan Jusl Trees ir. A City Piamtng Review The League of Women Voters SDU 01/15/1961A20 21 

1962 Presenlalion on Cities 
American Association of University Wonnen, San Diego Braixh 
Crosstowners Section / House of Hospitality, Balboa Park 

SDU 01/16/1962 {A20 5) 

1962 
Proposed Civic Theater and Convention Hall (v/ilh RicMard Neutra on ihe speaker 
panel) 

San Diego Open Forum SDU 01/12/1962 (A22 8) 

1962 VVIiat Makes Cities interesting lo Live In 
Amencan Associalion of University Women, San Diego Branch - North 
Shores Section 

SDU 01/10/1962 (A12. 5) 

1963 A.'Ts Influence on World Peace / Art A hnrcr lo' Peace Jev/ish Community Center Fine Arts Gallery SDU 02/03/1963 (E7 6) 
1963-1975 Board Member San Diego City Schools institute for Creativity 

1964 
The Grea; Coriruj-iily - An exhibition of photographs ana models on the pressing 
necessity for everyone to know more at>oul the ardideclure of ine aty 

SDSU Art Gallery SDU 02/l6/1964(E1; 1-2) 

1966 A,l in Cur Lives St James Acade.mv Club IDel Mar'i SDU 1l.'20/1966(D17: 5) 

1966-1967 Member Governors Aaion Advisory Committee on California Beauty 
SDU 12/26/1965 (A24. 6-7) 
SDU 03/10/1966 (A6: 8) 
SDU 05/24/1966 (A17:4-6) 

19G7 The Urtan Environment - its Effect on Youth The La Jolla School (447 Westboume Sl.l SDU 03/04/1967 (D2: 8) 
1970 HDV/ !O Wake Vc...r rrvironmen; More Beautiful" SDSU Faculty Dames Club SDU 03/04/1968 (D1:8) 
1972--1975 •- . ' : "r • Inlernalional Border Paik aicJ C l t j ra i Fo^ncaiion 
Ui i k i iDV / i - i 

•-• 
Conteinporary Arts Comm itee - San Dieco - me .-/Is Caller/ SDU 05/05/1974 (F12 1; 



T.-ihle C3 L l o y d R u i i c c o Pro iec ts (des igned and bulHI 

, l , . , l l l l M . , Loca t i on V l M I '̂ • . . | l .- . - . l . l i - -

Siin Dicgo Cn^c Centcf 
l i ; . i 1 r , l . 

San D l -go 
1933 

San O e g o County Adnwiis*aOon Btnlcftng 
1600 Pacific Coast Highway 

S.in O c j j o 
1 9 U Under Ricnard Rerjua ardi t tect i j ral de ta l s only 

1935 E«poi.t .on Balboa Park 191S Under R ic r« ra Requa 

r(>dcral Hcuyng AilrniiiiiTintK.ii MoJeltcmn 

Residence t i t 
Balboa Park 193S 

A collaboration wtll i KeriiieHi Messenger Also reletences as Model #50 by It ie Los 

A/i;]i.|r's Times 

Ml lch f l l Residence 
1506 3 I s l Slreel 

Sai l D1B9U 
1937 

Cl i lswne Residence 
2228 a3rd Street 

San Dicgo 
1938 

Kelioi Residence 
3039 F Avenue 

Nalronal City 
1942 FkHjse 1 ol III 

O'Connor Resi iencw 
4 2 5 i Randnlpn 

San Dtego 
1942 

Andresu-d as Kegoi ixa Road lit Ruocco's Brm proWe Addressed as 1900 l a Sicvida La 

Mesa nn wvAV r i iodeinaandiogo c o m list o l Ruocco designed propet l ics 

Addressed as 9100 Lakcwood Drive in SDU 04/22/1951 and descnbed as a Plate glass 

i l ru<f l j re t i l e d exactly lo native plant ing and Inpogr aptly " 

Ruocco Residence / il Cavo 
Kegonsa Road 

La Mesa 
1945 $20,000 Real estate ads oKer • Ruocco-designed properly at 9100 La Suvida in 1972 •Back 10 

nature A R u o c c o dnsiE^if?d 1 of a kmd home. Tremendous use ol wcMjd, rock 4 glass 

Swimming pool in natural setl ing Tierra Del Sol Realty" 01 i02 / i972 (19 8) 

"9100 La Suvida Ruocco designed Ihis home lor h imsai l Its w o o d & glass, ncsl led in 

trees Swimming pool In natural sel l ing Near Giunsi t iunl Center Tierta Del Sol Really" 

01/1511972 (D13 6 ) 

Hotisu 
7100 Lakewuod Drive 

La Mesa 
1945 

Rcsidc-ntij l Af iartmenis tndiislruil. Commercia l 

in sole practice 
Varied 1945-1958 S1 3 Million 

Greene Residence 
HeiiK Si ieel 

apr ing Valley 
1946 

In 1955 this house w a s purchased at auction by Ms Greene lof $1,725 The house was 

piopi isBd lor demolil iori as part ol the planned I t ghway 125 and in ler i la le 8 it i leracctlon 

conslruclion p ic jec l Ms Greene a n a i l is l . relocated Ihe home and o i ien l i id Il ic building Io 

Lunsidcr Ihe home's lealures and site topography as would have been done by Ruocco. 

James Britton assisted Ms Greene in her el loi ts SOU02,74/1995 |F1) 

Mongomery Memorial Silver Wing Monument 
3737 Arey Drive 

San Dteyo 
1946 

Keller Residence 
1433Putcrbaugh SJieel 

San Dicgo 
1947 

House II of III 

City o l San Diego HRB M i l 

Roberston Residence 
3920 Pringle Street 

San Diego 
1947 

BniMnov Residence Del Mar 1948 

SiHiice Wivw.modcrnsandiego c o m Nate B.-riaiiov ResHlet i te. Nathan and H d e n 

antanov lived al 4395 Ampudia Sl ree l , San Diego It. i in i-.a 1927 lo 1954 Alter Nate's 

death. Helen cont inued to reside at Ihe Airipuil ia SUoel property. No inlormal lon was 

, ) . - , | , - i . . . - t - , [ T i ^ . i I . . : , ' ,1,1 i l , . - , l.-i .1 B r i ' . i i ^..^ ( i . , i " r " i - M.-*! I-I ' I ' l : ' 

Baianov Residence 
7J6>Vmada Terrace 

Sun D c g o 
1949 Sylvan House 1 ol II 

Holmgren ResiderKe 
l W 3 r Ward Lane 

La Mesa 
I94S County o l San Oiego H S B «2003 001 

.larnliHiiri Residericc 
9175 LavHI Street 

.. M.. , . . 
1948 

Jackson Residence 
4421 Mi iyapan Di lve 

EICa)on 
1949 

County of San Diego H S B * Z 0 1 6 - 0 0 4 

SIXJ 11/1/1953 { F 1 | 

Jones Res-dence 
9830 Edgelake Dnve 

La Mesa 
1949 Counly ol San Oiego H S 8 #2011 004 

House 
Amott Street 

San Diego 
1949 

Spi i /ur Residence 
7256 Wtest Point Avenue 

Ln P^caa 
1949 

US Navy E SUeet Pier 
F 31,1-,1 

San Diego 
1949 1950 S3 Mill ion 

Design Cente i Builtltyg 
3603 3611 F l l * Avenue 

San Diego 
1950 $150,000 

Ori3in.iliy desigi ip i l Uu U M - H'. I i ic San Olcgo oltice o l the State Board o l Equuk/a l ion Ta i 

w idL i i | uo r Divisions Source. SDU 07.'31'1949 (A23 5) 

SDU 09/24/1950 (D14: 5) 

City o l San D e g o H R B i 4 3 4 

Houae 
4 I' l l Rii:q.-.v,i , D v i 

Son Dicgo 
1950 

Goodman Residence . ' .' I . . . 1950 Floor p lan, rendering, and pholo included in SOU 11/29/1953 |F9) 

For tnef Res»denr:e 
811 CH Giorgio Road 

Borrego Spnngs 
1951 

Inlerior p l io lo i n d u d c d m SOU 1 l /D&' l953 (F 1) 

A m a s l e r bedroom ad i ibon was designed by Ruocco m 1961 

Lange Residence 
6051 F d s o m Drive 

: i -« i i ( l i - r j . : 
195! SDU i a ' 1 1 / 1 9 5 3 ( G I ) 

House 
2417 Pine Street 

SMI I O i i yo 
1951 

US Navy Concrete SMp Conskvc to i s N.ilionnI City 1951 1955 

Cole Residence U M e s a 1952 

"Seduded Conler i ipoiary D i . i t i i j l i c glass walled Contemlporary surrnurnled by Itecs in 

sedudad park-like Kroodcd 1/2 a a e Designed by Lloyd Ruocco AlA 3-BR, 2 1/2 balhs 

Formal dining * (amity room Rarfeant heal cork Hoots, handsome canUcv iyed comer 

IWeplace. Concenient d o s e in location Brier & Gios t rnont Schools $39,900 Leonard M 

Smith Real tor - Source SDU I O n t / 1 9 7 0 (AIO 1 | 

House 
3252 Hawk Sireet 

Sai l r>pgu 
1952 

Rablnowta Residence 
2034 Sunset Dnve 

San Dicgo 
1952 SDU 02/17/1957 (F2: 1-5) 

Garden Villa Model Home 
San Dicgo Home Show 

Balboa Park 
1B53 SDU 05/17/1953 (A31 nnd A34 1-5) 

Bleecker Residence 
9820 Edgelake Road 
I n t . ' n . i , 

1953(by 

1953) 
s o u 11/1/1953 ( F l ) 

W l l i a m Beers Residence 
631 N O t s c e n l Drive 

Snri DiCjlo 
19S4 Remodeled in 1964. presumably latder Ruocco's direction 

Houae 
1440 Pulcfbaugh Street 

San Diego 
1954 

MuiilH Roj»idonce Julian 1954 SDU 08/01/1954 ( F l ) 



BanivicK Residence 
3260 Kcnora Drive 
Spring Valley 

I9SS 

Sauman Residence 
3615Dorot t iy Way 
San Diego 

1955 

Lmlon Residence 
2524 44Ih Street 
San DHiflO 

19SS 

Elumeirs Fumihjre Store (Remodel) 
Univetsily al 7th (San Diegol 
345 E Street (Chula Vtsia) 1955 SOU 07/31/1955 (A I4 ) 

l i i ihial i ial and Scienii ltr Research Facility Kearny Mesa 1955 s o u 07/21/1955 (A22 1-2) 

Ruocci i ResidentiB / Solan 
Toyon Road AJvarado Eslntes 
3,111 D .-III, 

1956 $60 000 InctMporaled irwlenais and prelabncaled components of me 1553 Garden VlBu 

Amrcin Residence 
5020 'i'erba Sania Dnve, Alvarado Esialus 
San Dicgo 

I9S6 

Kaye Residence 
240 Ocean Wew Avenue 
Del Mar 

1956 

House 
8520 Boulder O r v e 
La Mesa 

1956Iby 
1956) 

• L H Mesa v iew home A steal Lloyd Ruocco design, all redwood 4 dass 2-BR 2 bath , 
custom luin . carpe l , drapes " Source SDU 04.'08/1956 (88 4) 

House Not Identified 
1956 (by 
1956) 

"Modorne \Aew Home Lloyd Ruoc<:o dr^slun. all redwod 4 glass 3-BR , 2-bHlh luri i 
Submit vacant land ranch, or I D ' s Realtors Trade Usong No 359 Baker Reallors " 
Source 03/04/1956 (B19 3) 

Children's Zoo 
San Diego Zoo, Balboa Pai V 
San Diejjo 

1957 $130,000 

Lemon Avenue Elcmci i lary Sd ioo l 
8787 Lemon Avenue 
La Mesa 

1957 $143 000 
Addinons lo Camcus C ia i s ioomi , Multi-purpose HaS.Adminisaal ion. and Kmdetganen 
ainlorngs 

Selieg Resir tenr j ! 
. •noc . ' . i v T.i.r. i 
Son Dicgo 

1957 

KOGO Tektvision Slal inn 
47lh 4 Highway 94 
San Diego 

1958 5500.000 In asstici i i l iui i wilh Hi ' t l i i l B iy i l rgnard 

Liihe Residence 
4410 Carmen Drive 

La Mesa 
1958 County o l San Dicgo HSB *2O03 002 

Nelson Residence 
630 N Crescent Dn\'e 
San Dictfu 

1558 

Ape House 
San Dicgo Zoo Balboa Park 
San Dic((0 

1958-1961 SOU08iO3.'198t (83 4) 

Glrol lc Mesa 
San Dicgo Zoo. Balboa Park 
San Diego 

1958-1961 SDU0B.O3 . I98 I (83 4) 

Residential. Apar lmenis. Induslnal Cainmoic in l Vi i i iad 1956 1952 $ 3 Mdlion In partnership with Homci Delawie 

U S Navy Work \Auied 1958 1962 $250,000 In assooat ion with Homer Delawie 

"/ates Residence 
15187 Las Planaderas Road 
Rancl io Santc Fe 

1959 $65,000 

House 
2021 Rodelanc Slreel 
San Oiego 

1959 

Si in Diego Met tca l Cenle i 
1 1 ̂ :|-..f-

San Diego 
1959 SDU 1I/16. ' I958 (F9 :« ) 

House 
5861 Boy Canyon Road 
San Diego 

1959(by 
1959) 

Garden Villa designed by Uoyd Ruocco, /VA UHimj lc " i modern l iving. 4 BR 3 balh. 
fabulous features, style 2 patios. $45,000. eve Robert G l y l o i C o Rea l to rs" Source 
S D U 0 4 ; i 2 ' 1 9 S 9 | B 9 8) 

Longcneckei Residenre 
9100 Kegonsa Street 
La Mesa 

1959 (by 
1959) 

SDUOl ' 18 /1959 lAf l 4-5) 

Burke Residence 
2322 Hartford Street 
l i . l - lli.'gr-i 1960 Ruocco 4 Delaw4c pai lncrship 

Buinel l Residence 
3223 Zola SttRsI 
San Diego 

1960 

W l l l a m Burnel l Residence 

"Like Mul le in Then be sure to see this spectacular sluccu 4 glass home designed hy Uoyd 
Ruocco foi Uic p i f ise i i l owners 4 bedrooms. 3 1/2 balhs, formal dining in i i tn , family room 
• den Bcaul iWly ca ipc led and4 draped Many bui l l in lealures Room lot pool 3223 
Zola Street Budcr Realty • Source SOU 09.15^1968 (110 6) 

Hillside House 
3343 Poe Street 
San Diego 

1960 Ruocco 4 Delawie parlncrsnip 

House 
9155 VUslei 

La Mesa 
1960 

Upas Garden Apar lmenis 
1740 Upas Street 
San Dicgo 

1960 Ruocco 4 DeLiwie partneisnio 

City o l SO University City Civic Ceri lei 
1 In vi/ i-. tv 1.1. 
San Diego 

1961 $ 3 MJIion Schematics and model 

Seciinty First National Bank 
Carlton Hdh Road 
Santee 

1961 $125,000 

Geodesic Theater / Dome 
San Oiego Zoo, Balboa Park 
San Diego 

1961 $130,000 SOU 03/28/1960 (A20. 2 ) 

Johnson Residence 
8272 El Paseo Grande 
San Diego 

1961 O t y ol San Diego HRB » I 2 2 8 

51 Philips Episcopal D i u t d i 
l | r . r \ R . i i -

Lamon Grave 
1962 $150,000 Schematics and Ist unit 

ChernoH Residence 
Tn,i., :;:ii-.-i 
San Dicqi) 

1962 $85,000 

Feller Residence 
3377 ChaiICS SUout 
San D I c j o 

1962 Ruoccu 4 Delawie partneiship 

House 
7245 Rue de Roark 
San DieflO 

1962 

Rollinfl Wan / Cupboard KitclMin D e s i ^ Feature 1962 Tha Springfield Sunday Republican 02 /18 /1962 (014 .4 -6 ) 

Mouse 
74fiR Presid io D n v e 

San DIegi i 
1963 

"D rama t i c R u i x c o des igned 4 UR a r o u n d re f lec to r p o o l De i k o f f l iv ing r o o m w i t h 

v i e w t o C o r o n a d o i i l a n d s Park W e s t Rea l to rs " SDU 0 .1 /10 /1081 ( I IH 1) 

SI, Ar id iews by tl in Sea Eprscopsl Church 
1050 Thomas Slreel 
San Diego 

1963 5140 000 SDU04 . ' l 4 . ' i 968 (Fa . t ) 

Edel Residence 
1317 Wnf l r idge Dnve 
El Cajon 

1963 

Keller Residence 
9405 La JollH Farms Road 
San Diego 

1963 
House III of III 
SDU09,22. '1963(F1 4-6) 

Scripps InslitulD Geopl tys ia i Laboratory 
8602 La JoBo Snores Drive 
San Diego 

1964 $630,000 

San Dic-l|o/VIA Cliii|:l i-i A-.vird nl 1 . i .r^l lencf 11 W 4 ; 

S IX ! 08/04/1962 |A16 8 | 

SDU September 2 i , 1964 (A18 6 8) 

City o l San Diego Mam Plara 
Center City Concourse. D w * i l o v * i 
San Diego 

1964 $150,000 Join! Venture - Ruocco Kermeily Rosser 

City of San Dicgo Pliil Swing Memnria l Fniinlain 
Center Crty Concourse. Duwninwn 
San Diego 

1964 $50 000 JomI Venture Ruocco Kennedy Rosser 

Cal i lomui Steel FaBrlcalors Watts Office Bui lding 
2970 Mam Slreel 
San I3iego 

1964 $30,000 

Ricnard Mi lh Insurance Company O n c e Building 
408 Nul i i ieg Slreel 
San Dicflo 

1964 $125,000 



Shelton Revdence 
1100 Oxford Avenue 

Claremonl . CA 
1964 $50,000 

Wenler Residence 
10088 S iena VAsIa Aveue 
L a Mesa 

1964 Ruocco 4 Delawie partnershlpC Delavae s name was rerrxived Irom tho drawings) 

Secuiily I iust and Savings Bank 
406 Umveisi ly Avenue 

San Dicgo 
1965 

Original pai-itiriqs by Mar j Hyde were removed shortly alter tne branch opened A drive 

l l iough branch designed by Kennein Messonget. w n i nited across l l ic in lcrsecl ion 

IBuslration Souice SOU 04/15/1956 (A41 1-3) 

Cily of San Diego C i v c theatre 
Center City Concourse Downlown 

San Diego 
1965 $4 Million 

Joint Venture f?uoccci Kennerjy Rosser 

SDU 10. '04/1953(EI 2-6) 

SDU 01/31/1962 (A19 5) 

SDU 06/09/1963 ( E l 1-4) 

Calilornia Steel Corporaliini Office Building 
Mam Street 

San Oiegn 
1965 $43,000 

LiUiy Ratidence La J o l a 1965 

US Navy Corii:ii.-..'jioned OtIViers Lounge and 

Bat 

Ream Field 

Impci id l Beach j CA 
1966 SI 6,000 Remodel p io iec l Source RIK>CCO Him profile 

Soutt iwcst Onyx and Mnible Cnnipany Building 
Ciosby Sireet 

National City 
1966 $133,000 

University ol California l i i i i - i i i . i i ior„ i i i \s5ocialion UCSD Campus La Jolla 1966 5 ' ' .0 cn-i 

I'ioneer United Church o l Ch i i s l / 

Roneer CnmiiiunitY Cor iD ic j l l i on . l i Chtych 
4905 Jetiell SltoBt San O e g o . CA 1966 $65,000 SDU 03/30iT969 (F8 1-3) 

Fuodmaker Company Restai i ianls Va i i cd 1966 $60 000 

Source: Ruocco firm proSle The Foodmaker Cr.rnpnny established and owned the Jack in. 

the Box restaurant chain I rom 1951 • 1668 RiicKxo'k commissions are presumed to tie Jack 

in th Box restaurants Russell FiMreslpt is f : iedi lcd with designing numerous Jack-m-t lm-

i i. , 1- ; ' : . i r , i 1-. r i : ; 1 t . . :| 

Avocado Piolessional G im i i i 

Me.-Jral l l - n l a ' Crnl i - r 

248 Avocado Avenue 

E l C a i o n 
1967 $250,000 

House 
10315 Lanal l a n e 

La Mesa 
1957 

. | . 's i i i : - . - i l l iy I k.-yil Ruocco 3 B R i 1 batT, 3--4 acre Besutifui viev/ 10315 Lai io l Lane " 

S-jurce SOU May 9, 1970 

Ishikawa Residence 
5609 Lakcwood Drive. La Mesa / 

9141 Wakarusa Street La Mesa 
1969 

Also idenufiei l as the G iossmon l Spec House, this home was dBmoimlied in 2007 

"A new concept m living designed by Lhiyd Ruocco Unique one of a k ind bas ica l lya 36 fl 

cube iMth 9 It ceil ings All inlenm walls are of wood. CdsUy rearranged lo perirvl fleKibiirty 

in room arrangemert . easily expanoal i le Tins vail appeal only Io the artistic personality 

desrnng sometNng dil lereni 4 dramatic Pnsc i la TomaskI, Realtor" Source 05.'26'1968 

(110 9) Possibly ro lcrenced In Uns ad "A ich lec l s Arttslry Dramatic fuhii isl ic use of space 

concep i , des igned by Lloyd Ruocco A l A Unique open planning wi l l i coit iplelely l lcxible 

r i io in 4 futnl luie o i rangcmcn i . Philippine mahogany movable inloriot s lo iage walls 2,170 

sq. f l , cuircnUy used as 2 B R den 2 balhs • studio ot recreation room For the 

executive demandrng on j n a l i l y I n i m a i d M SrooUi, Rcaltof " S D U 03.'! 7/1969 ( 0 1 2 1) 

Arensori ReskJence 
4727AvKio Road Alavarado Estates 

1970 

Hcrrcra Residence 
1108 Dawnridgc Avenue 

El Cajon 
1970 

B l l l l i o v i r . - M ; l . ' r i r e ' ' . . - i - i i . . 1 1971 Sylvan Baianov House II o l II 

Burnett Residence 
3576 Via Flores 

San Dtego 
1971 VVlHiam Burnen 

House 
Toyon Road 

San Diego 
1972 

House 
520 /ybion 

San Dieqn 

1974(by 

1974) 
" W o o d e d A j o i i Ruocco designed 4 BR, 5 ba, 4,000 sq 8 all now mlHiior. prof decotaled 

puul saui ia, wine cellar 1/3 ac Shark Rea l ty " Source 06/03/1974 1014 5) 



Historic Site Designation Report - Wexler House. Ruocco Project No, 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

1. Property Deeds / Chain of Title 
2. Architectural Plans (incomplete set) 

3. Residential Building Record 
Historic and Present-Day Imagery 

Urbana Presen/ation & Planning, LLC 
April 2017 | Appendix D. Property Records, Plans, and Photos 
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Recordinc requested by 
' ^ First American Title 

San DItQo 
Order No. 4991350-4 
Escrow No. 27495-GIVlD 
Parcel No. 49J-420-02-00 

Mall Statements to: 
AND WHEN RECORDED MAJL TO: 

KARIN E. BORJESON 
IpQ88 SIERRA VIST.^ AVENUE 
LAMESA.CA 91941 

DOC# 2015-0555467 

Oct23, 2015 11:08 AM 
OFFICIAL RECORDS 

Ernost J. Dronenburg. Jr., 
SAN DIEGO COUNTY RECORDER 

FEES: $800.40 
PCOR: YES 

PAGES: 5 

SPACH ABOVE THIS UNE FOR RECORDER'S USE 

GRANT DEED j?763.</t> 
THEONDERSIGNED GRANTOR(S) DECIARE(S) THAT DOCUMENTARY TRANSFER TAX IS SMMO ond CITY $ 

computed on full value of property coovcycd, or 
n^compulcd on full value less liens or encumbrancos reroaioing at the time of sale. 
da unincorporated area: O Mesa, and 

FOR A VALUABLE CONSIDERATION, receipt of wliich is hereby acknowledged, Hcnrlctto B. Wexler ond Piitrlcia Jo 
Torres nnd Geoffrey Bortli Wcxicr, Co-Truslcca of Ihc 2000 Wexler Fninily Ti usi iiihinily created ihe 17th dny of 
INovcmbor 2000 

hereby GRANr(S) to Karin E. Borjeson, a single woman 

the following described real property in the County of San Dicgo, Slate of Califomia: 
That portion of Lot 588 of Grossmont Park Subdivision No. 6, more fully described in the altachcd Exliibit A which ia made a 
part hereof and liereby approved-. 
More commonly known as: 10088 Sierra VIsca Avenue, la- Mesa, CA 91941 

Date September 3.2Q1S ggf EM^gg 1 ^ F A M J L Y ^ S T p i T I A L I ^ C M ^ D THE.I7Ty DAY OF 

Hcnrjplta B. Wexler, Co-Tnistee 
atfieia Jo TorreSyCM-Tnistctf' 

A notary public or other officer completing this certificate verifies only (hc identity of Ihc individual who signed the document 
to wltich this certificate ia attached, and not the truthfulness, accuracy, or validity of that document. 

}s.s. 

., before me, 

STATE OF CAUFORNIA 
COUNTY OF ^ 

On_ 
personally appeared Henrietta B. Wexler and Patricia Jo Torres, who proved to me on the basis of satisfactoryevidence to be 
the persot(̂ ?\vhoso iiouje)gJ-i9(^)sub.scribed lo tho within instrument ond ocknowledged to me that ho^lK(tn^ executed the 
satne in lua^ /^J r authorized capacityC ĝi)̂  and that by Iii*!faa*/(hcI]).signulure(S>on the in.<Jtrument the pcrsoD®. or the entity 
upon behalf of which die person(flJ'actcd, executed the instrument. 

I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under djc laws of Ihe State of Califomia that the foregoing paragraph is true and 
conccL 

WITNESS my hand ando 

Signature (Seal) 

JOB LARA 
COMM, ̂ 2065308 

NOTAnyPUBllC-CAUFOBNlA 
SAN OIEOO CCUNTY 

My CommlMlon ExplfM 
FEBRUARY 12,2018 

Mail Ton SlBlcmciil to: SAME AS AflOVP. or Address Noicd Below 



Government Code 27361.7 

I CERTIFY UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY THAT THE NOTARY SEAL ON 
THE DOCUMENT TO WHICH THIS STATEMENT IS ATTACHED READS AS 

FOLLOWS: 

Name of the Notary: Job Lara^ 

Commission Number: 

Dale Commission Expires: 

County where Dond is Filed: S x n . D \ gc^ p 

Manufacturer / Vendor Number: 

This form was executed on |0 , 20 in San Diego, CnlifomlH 

By: Michcle Abacherii 



A notary public or other ofQcer completing this certificate verifies only tho identify of tho individual who signed the document 
to which this certificate ia attached, and not the truthfubicss, accuracy, or validity of that document. 

STATE OF Ore^Y^ 1 
COUNTY OF fcdmvnoraci-h f^-^- ^ ^^0- ^o^^^y 
On < ^ U Q | L S before mo, _ Q ; \ i 0 i ^ < O ' ^ J > ^ ^ l S h ^ ^ ^ ^ I N U ^ U T V A P ^ T J O ^ 
personaUykppeilrcd ( < V < ^ 9 f r 7 / t j - K \ M y ^ { ^ ^ r 3E3j0J= t t l -_ 
who proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) whose nnme(s) is/are subscribed to the within 
instrument and acknowledged to me that he/sbe/tbey executed the same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ie8}, and that by 
his/her/their signalure(8) on tho instrument the per3on(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the pcrson(s) acted, executed the 
instmment. 

I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of Califomia that the foregoing paragraph is tme and 
correct. 

WITNESS 

Signatur 

SS iny hand and official seal. ^ 

jyV lA^yM ^ 4 i f ^ (Seal) 

OFFICIAL STAMP 
NICHOLE ALICIA TIPTON 

NOTARY PUBLIC-OREGON 
COMMISSION NO. 334987 

^Y,0QM'̂ '6SI0N BXPlHas JANUARY 11 2019 



Government Code 27361.7 

I CERTIFY UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY THAT THE NOTARY SEAL ON 
THE DOCUMENT TO WIHCH THIS STATEMENT IS ATTACHED READS AS 

FOLLOWS: 

Name of the Notary: N l C L K Q I ^ A h C-IO^ T l - p - V o n 

Commission Number: 9f ^ 

Date Commission Expires: c J ^ / ^ L / ^ r u ^ / i j <^0^ ^ 

County where Bond is Filed: f f ] U |-f^nOYKia/^ ^ O f C ^ nlT) 

Manufacturer / Vendor Number: 

Til i.s form was executed on 20 _ _ ^ ^ \ n San Diego, California 

/lA 
By: Michelc Abacherii 



LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Real property In the unincorporated area of the County of San Diego, State of California, 
described as follows; 

PARCEL 1: 

THAT PORTION OF LOT 588 OF GROSSMONT PARK SUBDIVISION NO. 6, IN THE COUNTY OF 
SAN DIEGO, STATE OF CAUFORNIA, ACCORDING TO MAP Tl lEREOF NO. 2193, FILED IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY RECORDER OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY, FEBRUARY 17, 1931, DESCRIBED 
AS FOLLOWS: 

BEGINNING AT THE NORTHEASTERLY CORNER OF SAID LOT 588; THBVCE SOUTH 16 DEGREES 
52' WEST ALONG THE EASTERLY LINE OF SAID LOT, A DISTANCE OF 30.05 FEET TO A POINT 
IN THE CENTER LINE OF THAT CERTAIN 60.00 FOOT STRIP OF LAND DESIGNATED "EASEMENT 
RESERVED FOR ROAD" AS SHOWN ON RECORD CF SURVEY NO. 373G, FILED IN THE OFFICE OF 
THE COUN lY RECORDER OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY; THENCE ALONG SAID CENTER LINE AS 
FOLLOWS: 

NORTH 69 DEGREES 33' WEST 14.77 FEET TO A TANGENT 150.00 FOOT RADIUS CURVE 
CONCAVE SOUTHERLY; THENCE WESTERLY ALONG SAID CURVE 178.14 FEET; THENCE 
TANGENT TO SAID CURVE SOUTH 42 DEGREES 2470" WEST 116.02 FEET TO A TANGENT 
164.67 FOOT RADIUS CURVE CONCAVE NORTHERLY; THENCE WESTERLY ALONG SAID CURVE 
230.83 FEET THROUGH AN ANGLE OF 80 DEGREES 19' TO A POINT OF REVERSED CURVATURE 
HAVING A RADIUS OF 150.00 FEET; THENCE WESTERLY ALONG SAID CURVE 99.45 FEET 
THROUGH AN ANGLE OF 37 DEGREES 59'20"; THENCE LEAVING SAID CENTER UNE, RADIALLY 
TO SAID CURVE NORTH 5 DEGREES 16' WEST 30.00 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 84 DEGREES 44' 
WEST 222.27 FEET TO THE TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING, BEING THE NORTHEASTERLY CORNER 
OF THAT CERTAIN 1.11 ACRE PARCEL OF L^ND AS SHOWN ON SAID RECORD OF SURVEY MAP 
NO. 3736; THENCE ALONG THE BOUNDARY UNE OF SAID PARCEL AS FOLLOWS: 

SOUTH 5 DEGREES 16' EAST 60.00 FEET; 
SOUTH 8 DEGREES 57'20" WEST 252.78 FEET; 
SOUTH 10 DEGREES 32' EAST 30.00 FEET; 
SOUTH 79 DEGREES 28' WEST 70.00 FEET TO A TANGENT 54.95 FOOT RADIUS CURVE 
CONCAVE NORTHEASTERLY; THENCE NORTHWESTERLY ALONG SAID CURVE 38.36 FEET TO A 
POINT OF COMPOUND CURVATURE HAVING A RADIUS OF 55.49 FEET; THENCE 
NORTHWESTERLY ALONG SAID CURVE 46.97 FEET; THENCE TANGENT TO SAID CURVE NORTH 
12 DEGREES 02' WEST 75.00 FEET; THENCE NORTH 27 DEGREES 02' WEST 143.00 FEET TO A 
TANGENT 186.60 FOOT RADIUS CURVE CONCAVE SOUTHWESTERLY; THENCE 
NORTHWESTERLY ALONG SAID CURVE 45.00 FEET; THENCE LEAVING SAID CURVE NORTH 49 
DEGREES 09' EAST 30.00 FEET; THENCE NORTH 40 DEGREES 38'30" EAST 107.17 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH 41 DEGREES 52' EAST 60.00 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 48 DEGREES 08" EAST 
71.00 FEET TO A TANGENT 107.64 FOOT RADIUS CURVE CONCAVE NORTHERLY; THENCE 
EASTERLY ALONG SAID CURVE 88.55 FEET TO THE TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING. 

PARCEL 2: 

AN EASEMENT FOR ROAD PURPOSES TO BE USED IN COMMON V/ITH OTHERS OVER A 
PORTION OF THOSE CERTAIN STRIPS OF LAND DESIGNATED "EASEMENT RESERVED FOR 
ROAD" LYING WITHIN THE BOUNDARY UNES OF RECORD OF SURVEY MAP NO. 3736, FILED IN 
THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY RECORDER OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY. 

APN: 491-420.-»02.00 

Paqe i 
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C O U N T Y A S S E S S O R 

S A N OICGb C 'O-CALIFORNIA 
BUILDING RECORD 

ADDRESS i c J C i ^ S ^ ^ \ ( 2 f C ft 

PARCEL -

.SHEET L OF. 

DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING 
CLASS a SHAPE CONSTRUCTION STRUCTURAL EXTERIOR ROOF • LIGHTING AIR CONDITION ROOM AND FINISH DETAIL 

< Frorfr Stucee on \F/or A Pitch < »irinQCr^^\, >^ Heoiind \:ooUnq 
ROOMS 

FLOORS FLOOR FINISH 
TRIM 

INTERIOR FINISH 

3ub-3loraer(3 6able 'hi K.T. Cor>dtlt Forced Ckan'-j 
ROOMS 

B / 2 Maltriol Cede 
TRIM 

tVolli CeilirHJS 

ARCHITECTURE / Hondord Sheathing i Sidlrtg i^'i \ ' Hip A B.X. Cable Sroritf Hunid. All y A- S 
Ab^rt-Slondorti Co.?c/f'« Block Shed 4 Fixtures Wall Unit 

/ itor/tJ iptciel fl.4fl.| \T.6.(i. V So^ • (rt/t-^. Cut Up fern Enr.Holl 

TYPE Brick Shi A q It Dcrffitrj An If. hied. Floor Unit Livinq o s 
Use \ Desil FOUNDATION Adobe • Sfiokt Roft ' * - • Many Special Zone Unit Dining 

Floor Joijii BSB.\ \r.A6. /- Gutfc'i Cenlrol • 

Double Rtinforctd r \K PLUMBING Bed f 
Ouplrn Brick 2« i •- " Brick Sbin^lt >A Bed 

Apor tmtHf Wood' Sub-Floor Slone • Shake On , o K Oil Burner i v// r, 
Flat-Court Piers Concrete Floor ^IHDOmS Tilt Srr,!,^ 

MoUl O.H. 1 (Ccscflie/j/ Tilt Triat Leurtdry M-B.TU. 1 
liiuloled CeilirKjS MtlolSash V Compo.: S e v J Water Ht'r. -Outa. Fireplaet Kilehen 

Inmlaled iValls Screens Cotopo. Shlttqlt Wotrr-3ofTnt:r Drain 3d Mater ia l : 7 7 Splash.-

CONSTRUCTION RECORD EFFEC. 
YEAR 

APPR. 
YEAR 

NORMAL % GOOD RATING (E,G,A,F,P) BATH DETAIL 

P t r r n , ! ^ I A N ? 
Dale 

EFFEC. 
YEAR 

APPR. 
YEAR A,e 

Petiain'q 
Ufi Table V, Cond, 

Arch. 
Attr. 

Fane. 
F'tan 

Con­
form 

Sloraqt Space 

If
 FL 

FINISH FIXTURES SHOWER 
For Dale 

EFFEC. 
YEAR 

APPR. 
YEAR A,e 

Petiain'q 
Ufi Table V, Cond, 

Arch. 
Attr. 

Fane. 
F'tan 

Con­
form Capb'd Chief If

 FL Floors 1 Wo Hi Cradt Si Finis 

I J -?- fci, 1 1 \ \ \ X T l 
Ml^ •e- lr> ^ / c r o A A — A _ A 1 \ T l 

^ ' r r • ( \ \ 1 
(=1^ (^^ 1 ̂  i 

/ 9 l i n R-Co SPECIAL FEATURES 
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Appraiser S Date i - •X.S L / /OCilL^iv-^-tu O L D V A L U E 

Unit Araa 
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Historic Site Designation Report - Wexler House, Ruocco Project No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, GA 91941 

Figure i : 196^ Aerial View of the Wexler House, approximately one to two years after construction was completed. The 
homes T-shape plan with adjacent carport is evident in this aerial image. Source: USDA 8< National Environmental Title 

Research. 

Urbana Preservation & Planning, LLC 
April 2017 | Appendix 04. Historic and Present-Day Property Imagery 



Historic Site Designation Report - Wexler House. Ruocco Project No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

Photo 1: View west of property showing the carport with the house in the background. Source: Sandicor via 
https://www.5andicormls.com/Listing/10088-5ierra-Vista-Ave-/55a8d8d86f7d48727980b918. 

Photo 2: View west of carport and the east facade of the house. 

Urbana Preseivation & Planning, LLC 
April 2017 I Appendix D4, Historic and Present-Day Property Imagery 



Historic Site Designation Report - Wexler House, Ruocco Project No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

Photo 3: View west showing the north roofline of the carport and the east facade of he house. 

Photo /,: View southwest of the house east facade (at left) and north facade (at right). 

Urbana Preservation & Planning, LLC 
April 2017 | Appendix D4. Historic and Present-Day Property Imagery 



Historic Site Designation Report - Wexlei House, Ruocco Pioject No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

Photo 5: View Front entrance on the south facade, southeast corner of the house. 

Urbana Presen/ation & Planning, LLC 
April 2017 j Appendix D4 Historic and Present-Day Property Imagery 



Historic Site Designation Report - Wexler House, Ruocco Project No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

Photo 6: View easterly of the pedestrian walkway and steps leading from the parking area to the basement level of the 
north facade. 

'hoto 7: View south of the north facade main level and basement level. 

Urbana Preservation & Planning, LLC 
April 2017 I Appendix D4. Historic and Present-Day Property Imagery 



Historic Site Designation Report - Wexlei House, Ruocco Project No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa. CA 91941 

Photo 8: Northeast corner of the house showing the wraparound balcony and living room. Source: Sandicor via 
https://www.sandicormls.com/Listing/ioo88-5ierra-Vista-Ave-/55a8d8d86f7d/,872798ob9i8. 

1 

Photo 9: Northeast corner of the house illuminated at night. Source: Sandicor via 
https://www.5andicormls.com/List1ng/10088-S1erra-Vista-Ave-/55a8d8d86f7d48727980b918. 

Urbana Preservation & Planning. LLC 
April 2017 I Appendix D4. Historic and Present-Day Property Imagery 



Historic Site Designation Report - Wexler House, Ruocco Project No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

Photo 10: View east along the north balcony. Source: Sandicor via http5://www.sandicorml5.com/Listing/10088-Sierra-
Vista-Ave-/55a8d8d86f7d4872798ob9i8. 

Photo 11: Typical sliding glass walls and fixed window walls along the north facade. 

Urbana Presen/ation & Planning. LLC 
April 2017 | Appendix D4. Historic and Present-Day Property Imagery 



Historic Site Designation Report - Wexler House, Ruocco Projecl No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

Photo 12: Typical fixed and sliding units and typical single entry door at the north facade. 

Photo 13: Typical window wall track at the north facade. 

Urbana Presen/ation & Planning, LLC 
April 2017 I Appendix D4. Historic and Present-Day Property Imagery 



Historic Site Designation Report - Wexler House, Ruocco Project No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

Photo 14: View of the north facade basement level walkway with contributing boulders at the northwest corner of the 
house in the foreground. 

Photo 15: View of a boulder integrated into the foundation at the north facade basement level 

Urbana Presen/ation & Planning, LLC 
April 2017 I Appendix D4. Historic and Present-Day Property Imagery 



Historic Site Designalioii Report - Wexler House. Ruocco Project No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

Photo i6 : Typical louvered glass windows at the north facade basement level 

Photo 17; View east of west faced with contributing boulders at the northwest corner of the house in the left foreground. 
An additional boulder is visible at the right foreground. 

Urbana Presen/ation & Planning, LLC 
April 2017 I Appendix D4. Historic and Present-Day Property Imagery 



Historic Site Designation Report - Wexler House, Ruocco Project No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

Photo i8: View of the west facade main level including fixed units, louvered glass unit, and louvered gable vents with built-
in insect screens. 

Photo 19: View north of southwest corner of property. The boulder in the foreground is a contributing landscape feature. 

Urbana Presen/ation & Planning, LLC 
April 2017 I Appendix D4. Historic and Present-Day Property Imagery 



Historic Sile Designation Report - Wexler House, Ruocco Project No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

v 

I 1 IB ^ 

i 

Photo 20: View northwesterly of south facade at the southwest corner of the house. 

Photo 21: Fixed and sliding windows and walls at south facade. 

Urbana Presen/ation & Planning, LLC 
Apnl 2017 I Appendix D4. Historic and Present-Day Property Imagery 



Historic Site Designation Report - Wexler House, Ruocco Project No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

Photo 22: Typical view of the redwood soffit and 5' eave overhang around the perimeter of the house, and showing 
additional louvered gable vents. 

Photo 23: View of the south patio in the vicinity of the kitchen (accessible via the single entry door and the two windows at 
the center of the frame) and the dining room (accessible from the sliding glass walls at right). Source: Sandicor via 

https://www.5andicorml5.com/Listing/10088-Sierra-Vista-Ave-/55a8d8d86f7d48727980b918, 

Urbana Preservation & Planning, LLC 
April 2017 I Appendix D4. Historic and Present-Day Property Imagery 



Historic Sile Desigiidliuii Repuil- Wexler House, Ruocco Project No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

Photo 24: View of the south patio with the house illuminated at night. Source: Sandicor via 
https://www.sandicorml5.com/Li5ting/10088-Sierra-Vi5ta-Ave-/55a8d8d86f7d48727980b918. 

Photo 25: Illuminated view of the south facade from the southeast corner of the patio. Source: Sandicor via 
http5://www.5andicorml5.com/Li5ting/10088-Sierra-Vi5ta-Ave-/55a8d8d86f7d48727g80b918. 

Urbana Presen/ation & Planning, LLC 
April 2017 I Appendix D4, Historic and Present-Day Property Imagery 



Historic Site Designation Report - Wexler House, Ruocco Project No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

Photo 26: View northeast of the south facade showing the home's living room and northeasterly vista. Source: Sandicor via 
https://www.sandicormls.com/Li5ting/10088-Sierra-Vi5ta-Ave-/55a8d8d86f7d48727980b918. 

Photo 27: Illuminated view of the south facade. Source: Sandicor via http5://www.5andicormls.com/Listing/10088-Sierra-
Vista-Ave-/55a8d8d86f7d4872798ob9i8. 

Urbana Presen/ation & Planning, LLC 
April 2017 I Appendix D4. Historic and Present-Day Property Imagery 



Historic Site Designalioii Repuil - Wexler House, Ruocco Project No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

Photo 28: View of boulder at the south patio - a contributing landscape element. 

Photo 29: View of the boulder at the south end of the carport. The carport roof is built into the boulder. The boulder is a 
contributing landscape feature. 

Urbana Presen/ation & Planning, LLC 
April 2017 I Appendix D4. Historic and Present-Day Property Imagery 



Historic Site Designation Report - Wexler House, Ruocco Project No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

Photo 30: Interior, living room with front entrance and coat closet at right foreground. Source: Sandicor via 

http5://www.5andicormls.com/Listing/10088-Sierra-Vista-Ave-/55a8d8d86f7d48727980b918. 

Photo 31: Interior, dining room with window walls and pass-thru window from the kitchen. Source: Sandicor via 
https://www.sandicormls.com/Listing/10088-Sierra-Vista-Ave-/55a8d8d86f7d48727980b918. 

Urbana Presen/ation & Planning, LLC 
April 2017 I Appendix D4. Historic and Present-Day Property Imagery 



Historic Site Designaliuii Repoil - Wexler House, Ruocco Project No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

Photo 32: Interior, living room and hallway with built-in cabinetry. Source: Sandicor via 
https://www.sandicorml5.com/Li5ting/10088-Sierra-Vista-Ave-/55a8d8d86f7d48727980b918. 

hoto 33: Interior, guest room with built in cabinetry and original light fixture. Source: Sandicor via 
https://www.sand1corml5.com/Li5ting/10088-S1erra-Vista-Ave-/55a8d8d86f7d48727980b918. 

Urbana Presen/ation & Planning, LLC 
April 2017 I Appendix D4. Historic and Present-Day Property Imagery 



Historic Site Designation Report - Wexler House, Ruocco Project No. 6203 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941 

Photo 34: Interior, master bedroom with built-in cabinetry. Source: Sandicor via 
http5://www.5andicormls.com/Li5ting/ioo88 Sierra-Vista-Ave-/55a8d8d86f7d4872798ob9i8. 

Photo 35: Interior, master bath dressing area with built-in cabinetry and original wood slat partition. Source: Sandicor via 
http5://www.sandicorml5.com/Li5ting/10088-5ierra-Vi5ta-Ave-/55a8d8d86f7d48727980b918. 
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state of Califomia - The Resources Agency 
D E P A R T M E N T O F P A R K S AND R E C R E A T I O N 

PRIMARY RECORD 

Review Code Reviewer 

Primary # P-36-
HRI # N/A 

Trinomial: N/A 

NRHP Status Code:_ 

Other Listings: None 

Date 

583 

Page of •Resource Name or #: W:^:-lo.- .-louse / L loyd Ruocco P r o j e c t No. 6203 
P I . Other Identifier: 
• P2. Loca t ion : n Not fo r Publ icat ion 

*a . Coun ty San D i e g c ; 

*b. U S G S 7.5 'Quad E J _ C a j : Date 

c 

® Unrestricted 

and {P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

T :R : _ G o f _ n o f S e c _ ; B.M. 
Address 10088 S ie r ra V i s t a Avenue City La Mesa (Unincorpora ted County) Zip 91941 

d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone I I S 5 0 1 8 0 5 m E / 3 6 2 6 5 6 5 m N 

e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, decimal degrees, etc., as appropriate) 

The property is located al 10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, in the unincorporated communi ty of Mt . Helix, San Diego County California. 

The property is identified as San Diego County Assessor's Parcel Number 491-420-02-00. 

*P3a. Descr ip t ion : (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundanes) 

The Wexler House is a modern style wood and glass dwell ing tucked into a north-facing slope on the Grossmont section of Mt. Helix. 

It is a prototypical Ruocco aesthetic offering all of the features that are character-defining to the architect's residential work: tongue 

and groove redwood walls, extensive use of glass at focal facades, a low-pitched roofl ine, wraparound decking accessible via several 

sliding glass walls that are framed in redwood, built-m cabinetry, ground floor space that provides secondary uses or room t o grow 

wi th the family, and custom siting amongst the lot's natural features including a steep slope and granite boulders. The home's siting 

was strategically oriented around existing granite boulders embedded into the slope at the south elevation and in the vicinity of the 

basement walls. These stones are delineated in the architectural plans prepared for the property. The home's massing was, and 

remains, in an irregular T-shape wi th a cross gabled roof of very low pitch. Each facade retains all original fenestrat ion and materials 

including fixed ful l-height window walls, ful l-height sliding glass walls, wooden doors w i th ful l-height glass panels, louvered glass 

windows, ganged and ribbon pattern fixed-and-sliding units, tongue-and-groove redwood walls, and louvered gable vents. The 

Wexler House maintains integrity of location, design, sett ing, materials, workmanship, feel ing, and association. Visual observations 

conf i rm the house is nearly identical to its depiction m available architectural drawings. Changes or discrepancies noted f rom 

available architectural drawings include: Replacement of steel wire at balcony railing (as specified on available architectural 

drawings). Installation of SRK composit ion roofing rather than built-up pea gravel (as specified on available architectural drawings), 

and the absence of a pedestrian bridge f rom the parking area walkway (as specified on available architectural drawings (unnumbered 

preliminary Site Plan dated July 17,1762). 

*P3b. Resource At t r ibu tes : (List attnbutes and codes) (HP2) S i n g l e F a m i l y D w e l l i n g 

*P4. Resources Present : ® Building [] Stmcture [] 
Object • Site D District [} Element of District 0 Other 
(Isolates, etc.) 
P5b. Description of Photo: View westerly of east 
facade (at l e f t ) and north facade (at 
r i g h t ) , A p r i l 2017. 
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and Source: 
SHistoric: 1962-1963; Archi tec tura l 
Drawings and SD County Assessor 
Buildinq Record. 
*P7. Owner and Address: 
Karin Borjeson 
10088 Sierra Vista Avenue 
La Mesa, CA 91941 
*P8. Recorded by: 
Wendy L. Tinsley Becker 
Urbana Preservation & Planning, LLC 
www.urbanapreservation.com 
•P9. Date Recorded: A p r i l 2017 
*P10. Survey Type: :,ocal Designation E f f o r t 
*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other 
sources, or enter "none.") Urbana Preservation 

& Planning, LLC, Site Designation Report - Wexler House / Lloyd 
Ruocco Project No. 6203, 10088 Sierra Vista Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941, A p r i l 2017. 
' A t t a c h m e n t s : Q NONE S Location Map B Continuation Sheet B-Building, Structure, and Object Record Q Archaeological Record 
n District Record D Linear Feature Record QMilling Station Record QRock Art Record []Artifact Record QPhotograph Record Q 
Other (List): 

DPR 523A (9/2013) 'Required information 



state of Cal i fornia - The Resources A g e n c y 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

Primary # 
HRI# N/A 

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
•Resource Name or# Wexler House / L loyd Ruocco P ro j ec t No. 6203 "NRHP Status Code 5S3 
Page i of 3 
B1. Historic Name: Wexler House / L loyd Ruocco P r o j e c t No. 6203 
B2. Common Name: W e x l e r H o u s e 

B3. Original Use; S i r: ; i " . 

' 8 5 . Arch i tec tura l Sty le: 
Family Dwel l ing 

Modern 
B4. Present Use: S ing le Family Dwel 1 i ng 

*B6. Cons t ruc t ion His tory : Constructed in 1962-1963 under County permit number 17808^, and valued at $31,800, the home was 

built to include four bedrooms, three bathrooms, a living room wi th dining area, a family room wi th fireplace, a raised basement wi th 

two workshop spaces - one at the northeast corner and one at the northwest corner, and a carport at the southeast corner of the 

dwell ing. By February of 1963 the home was 5o% constructed. Examination of the present-day appearance of the home's exterior 

facades against the elevation drawings reveal that the exterior is essentially unchanged f rom the original design wi th all character-

defining features intact. 

*B7. Moved? a No 0 Yes [ ] U n k n o w n Date: M, A Or ig inal Loca t ion : 

*B8. Related Features: None. 

B9a Architect L loyd Ruocco, FAIA b Builder: Not I d e n t i f i e d 
*B10. Significance: Theme: ; 1) Commun:Ly Development Pat terns i n the modern p e r i o d ; 
(2) Embodying the d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of Modernist r e s i d e n t i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e ; 
(3: " Representing the work o f Master A r c h i t e c t L loyd Ruocco, 
Area: San Diegc l i : - : Period of Significance [ 1 .1 1963-1970; 

•A I A. 
(2) 1963-1970; 3) 1963-1965 

Proper ty Type :' n i l e F a m i l y D w e l l i n g App l i cab le Criter ia C o u n t y o f S a n D i e g o V . b ( l ) a n d V . b ( 3 

Master Architect Lloyd Ruocco designed the f^odern style dwell ing at 10088 Sierra Vista Avenue in 1962 for property owners Sidney 

and Henrietta Wexler who occupied the home through 2014-2015. The wood framed wood-clad Modernistic home al 10088 Sierra 

Vista Avenue is one of approximately seven Lloyd Ruocco-designed homes constructed in the greater Grossmont-Mt. Helix 

communi ty between circa i9/,5 and 1969. Of the seven properties identif ied f ive are extant. Three of the five existing homes are 

designated as County of San Diego Historic Sites. Wi th its intact low-slung linear plan, tongue and groove redwood and glass vi^alls, 

cantilevered decking, and northerly views the Wexler Residence retains a high degree of integrity and has been maintained such that 

the home's appearance has not significantly changed f rom the 1962-1963 construction campaign. The home embodies the tenets 

and stylistic features of Modern architecture, and is an excellent intact example of the design skills of Lloyd Ruocco in the mid-point of 

his career. The Wexler House is historically and architecturally significant for its embodiment of Modernist domestic architecture that 

characterized Southern California, San Diego, and Mt. Helix in the 1960s; for its association wi th post-WWII Modern-period 

development patterns of Mt. Helix; and lastly, as a masterful representation of the work of the Master Architect Lloyd Ruocco. The 

property qualifies for designation under the fo l lowing criteria. 

• V. (b)( i ) for its association wi th development patterns of the greater Grossmont-Mt. Helix communi ty in the modern-period 

(circa 194a through 1970). The period of significance under this context and criterion is 1963, f rom complet ion of construction, 

through 1970, the end of the Modern period. 

• V. (b)(3) for embodying the distinctive characteristics of Modernistic residential architecture in the greater Grossmont-Mt. Helix 

communi ty . The period of significance underth is context and criterion is 1963, f rom complet ion of construction, through 1970, 

the end of the Modern period. 

• V. (b)(3) for representing the work of Master Architect Lloyd Ruocco, FAIA. The period of significance for this context and 

criterion is 1963, f rom complet ion of construct ion, through 1965, when the home's carport was constructed. 

The exterior and interior of the home, the carport, four large granite boulders 

natural to the property (three along the south facade and one at the northwest 

corner) and accounted for in the design process, and the open space allocated 

for a future swimming pool, are all contr ibut ing elements to the property's 

significance. 

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) 
*B12. References: Urbana Preservation & Planning, LLC, County 
of San Diego Historic Site Designation Report - Wexler 
•House / Lloyd Ruocco Project No. 6203, .10088 Sierra Vista 
Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941, A p r i l 2017 
B13. Remarks: 
*B14. Evaluator: Wendy L . 'i . n- l ' i y Becker 
Urbana Prese rva t ion & Planninq, LLC 
' Date of Evaluation: Ap r i 1 2017 

(This space reserved for official comments. t 
DPR 523B (9/2013) 'Requ i red in fo rmat ion 



State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

LOCATION MAP 

Primary* 
HRI# 

Trinomial* 

of Page 3 
'Resource Name or# Wexler House / L loyd Ruocco P r o j e c t No. 6203 
Map Name: E l C a j o n Q u a d r a . ' . Date: 2015 Scale: 1 : 2 4 , 000 

•NRHP Status Code: 5S3 
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