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Overview:  What is an MSCP? 

• Comprehensive habitat conservation 
planning program 
o Multiple species habitat needs 

o Preservation of native vegetation communities 

• Allows local jurisdictions to maintain land 
use control and development flexibility 
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Overview:  How Does a MSCP Work? 

• Joint Habitat Conservation Plan 
(HCP) and Natural Community 
Conservation Plan (NCCP) 

• Extends endangered species 
“take authorization” to the 
County  

• Speeds up the permitting process 

• Ensures habitat planning at 
regional level  
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Overview:  Why Do an MSCP? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Overview:  Benefits 

• Conserve natural areas and 
quality of life 

• Protect diversity of native 
plants and animals, 
including endangered 
species 

• Accommodate future 
growth by streamlining 
building regulations 

 
5 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Overview:  History 
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MSCP Overview 
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   North County Preserve 
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• Designed to benefit species 

• Assembled through acquisition and 
protection 

• Managed, maintained and monitored to 
ensure conservation goals are achieved 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   North County Preserve  
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• Future preserve will be assembled within a 
Pre-Approved Mitigation Area or PAMA 

• Plan establishes mitigation ratios to 

• Encourage development outside PAMA 

• Encourage conservation within PAMA 
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   Take Authorization 
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• North County Plan will result in 
issuance of a permit that authorizes 
“take” for 29 species 

• Watch List  

• May become covered 

• Take in this context means 
“taking” an endangered species  
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   How Will It Work? 

20 

• Plan Document 

• Biological Mitigation Ordinance 

• Framework Resource Management Plan  

• Implementing Agreement 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   How Will It Work? 
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• Plan Document 

• Describes the plan area 

• Conservation methods 

• Impacts 

• Preserve assembly 

• Financing 

• Development policies 

• Preserve management and monitoring 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   How Will It Work? 
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• Biological Mitigation Ordinance 

• Implements the plan 

• Establishes preserve design findings 

• Uses plant community specific mitigation ratios 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   How Will It Work? 
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• Framework Resource Management Plan 

• Outlines management and monitoring guidelines for 
preserve-specific Resource Management Plans 
(RMPs) 

• Guides management of preserve lands until RMPs 
are developed 

• Land stewardship 

• Biological monitoring 

• Adaptive management 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   How Will It Work? 
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• Implementing Agreement 

• USFWS, CDFW, County 

• Establishes conditions for “Take” 

• Guides Plan implementation 

• Describes remedies and recourse 

• Provides assurances to the County and Wildlife 
Agencies 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   How Will It Work? 
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• Environmental Impact Report/Statement  

• Environmental analysis of four main documents 

• Meets state and federal requirements (CEQA 
and NEPA) 

• Includes several public input and comment 
periods 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   How Will It Work? 
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• Plan Document 

• Biological Mitigation Ordinance 

• Framework Resource Management Plan  

• Implementing Agreement 

• Environmental Analysis (EIR/EIS) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   When Will It Happen? 
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Component 
Currently Anticipated 

Timing  

Stakeholder Outreach March-July 2017 

North County Plan – Public Draft 
Released 

Fall/Winter 2017 

Initiate Environmental Review Fall/Winter 2017 

Prepare Environmental Document 2018-2019 

Anticipated Public Review for 
Environmental Document and North 

County Plan  
2019 

Board of Supervisors Consider Adoption 2020 

Final Permitting 2021 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   How Can You Get Involved? 
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• Attend stakeholder meetings 

• Sign-up to receive future notifications 

• Comment on the document during public 
review cycles  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   How Can You Get Involved? 
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• MSCP Website:  
http://www.sdcpds.org/mscp  

• MSCP Email:  mscp@sdcounty.ca.gov  

• Contact Crystal Benham:   

– Email:  Crystal.Benham@sdcounty.ca.gov 

– Phone:  858-495-5465 

 

http://www.sdcpds.org/mscp
http://www.sdcpds.org/mscp
mailto:mscp@sdcounty.ca.gov


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Summary  

• North County Plan currently in development 

• Will grant County “take” authorization for 
special status species 

– Streamlines development 

– Ensures landscape-level habitat conservation  

• 3-4 year environmental review and adoption 
process 
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• Are there any major issues or items your 
organization would like the County to 
consider? 

• What level of involvement does your 
organization want with the County’s MSCP? 
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   Questions for Stakeholders 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any Questions for Us? 
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CONTACT US! 
Email: mscp@sdcounty.ca.gov 

Phone:  858-495-5465 


