
 LETTER RESPONSE 

Community Groups-823 

 

 
 
C4-1 No new trails have been added to the project; however, Figure 20 of 

the Specific Plan, “Trails Plan & Biological Open Space Signage” and 
the discussion of the trails in the Specific Plan text has been revised in 
regards to the County Master Trail segments crossing the project. The 
first change is in regards to the CMT segment which is located along 
West Lilac Road and which is proposed along the project (south) side 
of West Lilac Road forming the project’s northern boundary. There is 
one small segment that will be realigned south of the West Lilac Road 
right-of-way due to steep topography.  This segment can no longer be 
defined as “Type D” trail because it is no longer in the road right-of-
way for West Lilac Road.  For this reason, it has been reclassified as a 
Ranch Multi-Use trail.  The other Master Trail segment to cross the 
project is located in the southern portion of the project within an 
existing Valley Center Municipal Water District (VCMWD) water line 
easement. In this case the project proposes to build the trail segment 
within the project which will allow future trail development to the east 
and west to traverse the community.  This trail also cannot be 
classified as a Type D trail because it is not in a road-right-of-way.  As 
above this trail segment is classified as a Ranch Multi-Use trail. Both 
CTMP trails will be built in accordance with the applicable CTMP 
development standards.  

 
 No trail waivers requested. 
 
C4-2 See attached responses: 
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C4-3 Comment noted. The comment does not provide any explanation, 

information, specific examples, or other support for the comment. 
 
 
 
C4-4 The Specific Plan states that the proposed trails system will consist of 

public trails segments (as shown on the Community Master trails Plan, 
Figure 1-8, REIR, pp. 1-101) and private trails. The private trails which 
will be owned and maintained by the Community HOA are, with one 
exception, open and available to the public. (e.g., Specific Plan, p. II-1, 
pp. II-24 to II-25) The only trails which will not be open to the public are 
the trails within the gated Senior neighborhood. 

 
 
 
 
C4-5 The West Lilac Staging Area depicted in the CTMP is conceptual. The 

staging area was relocated to the interior of project (see Specific Plan 
Figures 60 and 61). This facility is located on a 0.6-acre lot which 
provides public access to a central location for access to the public trail 
system leading to the pathway that is being provided along West Lilac 
Road. The Trailhead facility includes a number of off-street parking 
spaces and immediate access to the community trail system. On-street 
parking is also located throughout the community and will 
accommodate visitors to the area who wish to access the trail network. 

 
 Please see response to comment above. 
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C4-6 In response to this comment, Figure 20 in the Specific Plan and 
Figure 1-8 in the FEIR have been revised to show the two Community 
Trails Master Plan trails that are located on the project. One is located 
along West Lilac Road and is proposed along the project (south) side 
of West Lilac Road which forms the project’s northern boundary. There 
is one small segment that will be realigned south of the West Lilac 
Road right-of-way, due to steep topography. The second crosses the 
southern portion of the property where the Community Master Trails 
Plan (CMTP) has located the trail within an existing Valley Center 
Municipal Water District (VCMWD) water line easement. In this case, 
the project proposes to build the trail within the project which will allow 
future trail development to the east and west to traverse the 
community. Both CTMP trails will be built as approved by the County. 

 
 The Valley Center Community Road Standards (VCRDS) includes a 

section discussing the Type D pathways (page 27) and also includes a 
graphic (Figure 8). In regards to the comments above the VCRDS 
state: 

 
1. Figure 8 includes a note (7) that fencing between the pathway and 

travel lane is optional. 

2. Figure 8 also shows the pathway (trail) width as 8 feet and 
page 27 states that Type D pathways shall be at least 8 feet wide. 

 
 Ranch Multi-Use Trails are not CTMP trails and will be built to the 

standards shown in the Specific Plan. These trails are owned and 
maintained by the HOA but open to the public. The impact of trails is 
fully analyzed in EIR Subsections 2.5 and 2.6. 

 
C4-7 The CTMP trails are shown on Specific Plan Figure 20. The cross 

section for the on-site CTMP trails is shown in Figure 21 and in Figure 
28 in the Specific Plan. The West Lilac Road pathway will meet special 
Type D requirements and includes a 15-foot easement with an 8-foot 
treadway. The EIR analyzes the physical impacts of the trail system 
footprint and use throughout the EIR. For example, refer to FEIR, 
Chapter 2.0 (Traffic/Transportation) and Chapter 3.0 (Biological 
Resources).   
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 C4-8 The Community Trail Plan (Specific Plan Figure 20) creates a trail 
network with over 16 miles of trails open to the public designed to 
serve the community and surrounding area residents. As shown, the 
trail exits at the southern portion of the project site onto Mountain 
Ridge Road, which would continue within the improved off-site portion 
of Mountain Ridge Road south to Circle R Drive. The comment is 
correct that the trails system will be built in phases with the West Lilac 
Road trail and an internal loop be constructed with Phase 1. The trails 
will be constructed to meet the appropriate trail grade requirements 
shown on Table DCG-1 “Community Trails Master Plan Design 
Guidelines Matrix.” Non-residents can access the trail network from 
West Lilac Road and Covey Lane until the CTMP trail in Phase 4 is 
constructed. 

 
C4-9 The project will construct and dedicate the two public trail segments 

shown on the CTMP as required. The Community trails system 
proposed by the applicant connects the two east-west CMTP 
segments with a Community trails system, privately owned and 
maintained, but available to the public. The project proposed Ranch 
Multi-Use Trail would provide necessary links to the Regional Trails 
identified in the CTMP. As stated in the Specific Plan, tread width on 
trails will vary from 3 to 8 feet (3 feet is not a standard). 

 
C4-10 The Lilac Hills Ranch HOA will be established and responsible for the 

maintenance of all trails.  This arrangement has been successfully 
implemented and used in other communities such as San Elijo Hills, 
which has an 18-mile trail system that is responsibly maintained by the 
HOA.   

 
C4-11 The comment expresses the opinions of the commentator only.  The 

comment will be included as part of the record and made available to 
the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed project.  
However, because the comment does not raise an environmental 
issue, no further response is required. Since this letter, the FEIR has 
been recirculated for public comment.  With regards to concerns about 
the General Plan, please refer to Appendix W for a thorough 
discussion of this topic, including consistency with the Valley Center 
Community Plan and county trail-related policies.   


