COMMENTS

RESPONSES

BX-1

The comment is an introduction to the letter; no response is necessary.

BX-2

The meteorological information provided on page 6 of the Air Quality
Analysis Report is for informational purposes to provide the reader
with a background on the setting of the Project area; temperature
is not a variable used in the modeling of daily emissions of criteria
pollutants. The analysis does include seasonal changes, such as the
emission variables between summer-blend and winter-blend gasolines.
However, the quantity of emissions generated for pollutants analyzed by
CalEEMod remain unaffected by the ambient air temperature. As the
comment states, “The chemical reaction of pollutants released in the air
is in part determined by ambient air temperature.” One example of this
type of chemical reaction is described in Section 2.2.1 of the air quality
technical report: “Ozone is considered a photochemical oxidant, which is
a chemical that is formed when volatile organic compounds (VOC) and
oxides of nitrogen (NOX), both by-products of fuel combustion, react in
the presence of ultraviolet light.” In addition to ultraviolet light received
from the Sun, increased temperatures can act as a catalyst. It is because
of these variabilities that ozone is not directly analyzed, but rather the
ozone precursors, VOCs and NOX, are.
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BX-3

BX-3

BX-4

BX-4

BX-5

BX-5

The monitoring stations suggested for use by the commenter are not
included in SDAPCD’s network of monitoring stations. The Escondido
– East Valley Parkway Station is the closest SDAPCD-verified source
of ambient monitoring data for the criteria pollutants of concern for the
Project. Table 2.2-3 of the EIR includes updated data through 2013.
The ambient levels reported in the EIR represent data collected at
air monitoring stations for past years. These data are not used when
estimating Project-generated emissions. Estimates are based on San
Diego County-approved methods and modeling techniques that account
for local conditions as found in the County of San Diego Report Format
and Content Requirements for Air Quality.
To clarify, the page referenced in the comment was found on page 25
in the Air Quality Analysis Report (Appendix C of the Final EIR),
describing the population increase of the Proposed Project relative to
the population projections of San Diego County, and it was prepared
by specialists approved by the County to analyze air quality impacts.
The comment refers to a summary in the technical report regarding the
relative capacity of the County to absorb the projected growth from the
additional housing units because the extra growth could be accommodated
within the 114,025-person surplus in the projected population growth.
The comment indicates that the summary is linked to an argument by
the developer for off-site mitigation, but this statement is not supported.
Nowhere in the air quality analysis conducted for the Project does it state
that an apparent surplus in population would be a reason for not including
off-site mitigation. See Responses I-47 and I-53 regarding elevated fire
risk. See Response BW-1 regarding preservation of off-site property as
mitigation for air quality impacts.
Although unclear, the comment seems to address air pollution reduction
measures available for effective results. The specified air quality design
measures for construction and operation that have been incorporated
into the Project have the most effective results and can be implemented
through Project conditions. See Response BW-1 regarding preservation
of off-site property as mitigation for air quality impacts.
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The Project’s impacts associated the GHG emissions were seriously
analyzed in the EIR (Section 3.1.1). Please refer to Topical Response:
Greenhouse Gases Analysis with respect to Project Design Features and
emission minimizing features included. See Response K-51 with respect
to Governor Brown’s issued Executive Order B-30-15 and S-3-05.

BX-7

Please refer to Topical Response: Greenhouse Gases Analysis for
information regarding the County’s CAP.
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