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EXCERPTS FROM THE ZONING ORDINANCE 

SECTION 1100 DEFINITIONS 
Accessory Building:  A portion of a main building or a detached, subordinate building located on the 
same lot as a main building which is devoted exclusively to an accessory use. 
Accessory Use:  A use customarily incidental and accessory to the principal use of the land or the 
building site or to a building or other structure located on the same building site as the accessory use. 
Barn:  A building used for the shelter of livestock raised on the premises, the storage of agricultural 
products produced or consumed on the premises, or the storage and maintenance of farm equipment 
and agricultural supplies used for the agricultural operations on the premises.  A barn may be located 
within or adjacent to an Animal Enclosure, but a barn is not considered an Animal Enclosure.  A Barn is 
considered an accessory residential or agricultural use. 
Private Garage:  An accessory building or an accessory portion of the main building, designed and/or 
used for the shelter or storage of vehicles owned or operated by the occupants of the main building. 

SECTION 4841 REQUIRED DISTANCE BETWEEN DETACHED ACCESSORY BUILDINGS AND 
MAIN BUILDINGS. 

No detached accessory building walls shall be closer than 6 feet to any main building walls or other 
accessory building walls on the same lot or building site and no detached accessory building eaves shall 
be closer than 4 feet to any main building eaves or other accessory building eaves on the same lot or 
building site.  When the distance between either the walls or the eaves of a detached accessory building 
and a main building or living unit are less than specified in this section, the buildings are deemed 
attached for the purpose of determining setbacks and both must meet the setbacks prescribed for a main 
building. 

SECTION 4842 SETBACKS FOR DETACHED ACCESSORY BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES. 
a. No detached accessory building shall be located with walls closer than 3 feet or eaves closer than 

2 feet from interior side or rear property lines. 
b. No detached accessory building authorized by Section 6156.g exceeding 1,000 square feet in 

area shall be located within a required setback pursuant to Section 4810. 
c. The combined area of all detached accessory buildings authorized by Section 6156.g, having any 

portion within the required setback pursuant to Section 4810, shall not exceed 1,000 square feet. 

SECTION 6156 RESIDENTIAL AND AGRICULTURAL USE TYPES 
Subject to the restrictions and limitations specified, the following accessory buildings and uses shall be 
permitted in zones where Residential and Agricultural Use Types are permitted: 
a. ATTACHED PRIVATE GARAGES AND CARPORTS, STORAGE BUILDINGS, WORKSHOPS, 

HOBBY SHOPS, AND OTHER SIMILAR NON-HABITABLE USES 
 1. The total area allowed on a lot shall be limited to 25% of the living area of principal 

residence, or as follows, whichever is greater: 

Lot Size (gross) Att. Accessory Structure area 

< 1 ac 1,000 sf 
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Lot Size (gross) Att. Accessory Structure area 

1 ac  - <2 ac 1,500 sf 

2 ac - <4 ac 2,000 sf 

4 ac or larger 3,000 sf 

 
2. If the portion of the structure in which the attached garage or carport is located is more 

than one story in height, that portion not used for the shelter or storage of vehicles shall 
be designed and used as an integral part of the principal residence or approved habitable 
use such as guest living quarters. 

3. Additional area may be permitted by issuance of an Administrative Permit with notice 
provided pursuant to Section 7060c. and findings pursuant to Section 7358, subsections 
a. 1, 3, 5, and 6. 

4. For properties on which more than one detached residence is allowed per legal lot 
pursuant to Section 4310 (not including a Second Dwelling Unit pursuant to subsection 
x.), the total attached garage area, based upon lot size, per a.1 above, shall be allowed 
for each residence. 

g. Detached Private Garages and Carports, Storage Buildings, Workshops, Hobby Shops, 
Barns, Agricultural Buildings and other similar non-habitable uses (non business 
purposes).  Only one electric service drop and one electric meter to serve both the main dwelling 
and structure allowed by this subsection will be permitted.  The combined area of all such 
structures, together with the structures authorized by subsection b above, shall be limited as 
follows: 

Lot Size (gross) 

Det. Accessory Structures  
in all Res, Ag & S92 Zones 

(formerly 6156.g and 6156.h) 

< 1/2 ac 
1,450 sf  

(only in zones subject to a Residential Use 
Regulation and in the S88 Use Regulations 

where residential uses occur) 

< 1 ac 2,000 sf 

1 ac  - <2 ac 3,000 sf 

2 ac - <4 ac 4,000 sf 

4 ac - <8 ac 5,600 sf 

8 ac - <12 ac 6,400 sf 

12 ac - <16 ac 7,200 sf 

16 ac or more 8,000 sf 
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 (Note that detached accessory structures are subject to setbacks specified in Section 
4842.  Buildings not meeting the setback requirement of Section 4842 are limited to a 
combined area of 1000 square feet.)   

 Buildings proposed in the S88 Use Regulations shall conform to the requirements of any 
applicable Specific Plan 

 2. Limited to one story not to exceed 12 feet maximum height.  May have 2 stories and a 
height not exceeding 24 feet if the accessory structure meets the main building setbacks.  
If the structure is more than one story in height, that portion not used for the shelter or 
storage of vehicles shall be designed and used as habitable space defined by Section 
6156.b or other approved use such as a guest living quarters.  However, a one story 
accessory structure designed to store a recreational vehicle (RV) may exceed 12 feet in 
height, not exceeding 16 feet, if the accessory structure meets the main building setbacks. 

 3. Additional area, height and story may be permitted by issuance of an Administrative 
Permit with notice provided pursuant to Section 7060c. and findings pursuant to Section 
7358, subsections a. 1, 3, 5, and 6.  The Administrative Permit shall not authorize 
height/stories exceeding the height/story limit specified by the applicable height/story 
designator. The Administrative Permit shall not authorize reductions to required setbacks.  
Reductions to setbacks shall be subject to Section 7100, Variances. 

4. A barn or agricultural building is not considered an animal enclosure.  Therefore the 
animal enclosure area on a property is not included in the calculation of total barn square 
footage.  A barn used as part of a commercial Horse Stable use is not considered an 
accessory structure for purposes of this section and therefore not included in or limited by 
this section. 

j. Coops and Aviaries.  Any enclosure or structure where poultry or birds are kept outside a 
dwelling, subject to the limitations of Section 3100.  Coops and aviaries shall meet the setbacks for 
Animal Enclosures pursuant to Section 3112 and shall be included in the total square footage allowed 
pursuant to subsection h (see subsection g). 

NOTE:   
If a garage and carport, storage building, workshop, hobby shop, and other non-habitable similar uses 
are attached to a poolhouse, art or music studio, or recreation room, the entire structure must  meet main 
building setbacks.  If the garage and carport, storage building, workshop, hobby shop, and other non-
habitable similar uses portion of the structure exceed the size limits stated in paragraph g.1 above, the 
more restrictive setback shall apply to the whole structure. 
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