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Deputy Probation Officer Core Training 
Topic 5.0: Maintaining Security   
Class 5.1: Field Searches   
Instructional Time: 4 hours 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
2. Objectives 

a. Identify the different types of searches. 
b. Identify key information that needs to be gathered and reviewed when planning a 

search.  
c. Identify the importance of having a search plan and communicating it to supervisors and 

peers prior to initiating the plan. 
d. Identify the steps that should be taken before a planned search is conducted. 
e. Identify safety risks that may be encountered during a search of an automobile. 
f. Demonstrate a systematic and safe procedure for conducting a search of an automobile.  
g. Identify the correct procedure for responding to the discovery of hazardous materials.  
h. Identify key concepts to consider when planning the approach to a residence, building 

or automobile to be searched. 
i. Demonstrate a systematic and safe procedure for conducting a search of a room. 
j. Identify the reasons why it is important to document a search. 

3. Probation Searches and Statutes 
a. PC 830.5 
b. PC 835 
c. PC 832 
d. The Fourth Amendment 
e. Terry vs. Ohio 

4. Activity: Court Cases and Searches 
5. Systematic Searches 
6. Vehicle Searches 
7. Residence Searches 
8. Rules of Evidence 
9. Review / Closing / Evaluations 

 
 
  


