Application to Serve on the
County of San Diego
Independent Redistricting Commission

This is your application to serve as a Commissioner on the County of San Diego’s 2020-2021 Independent
Redistricting Commission.

: Sonia
Read the tips below to FName
makg su.re ypur Diaz
application is complete. Last Name

Make sure you have all the pages.
There are nine (9) total pages that make
up this application, including this page.
The pages are numbered in the bottom
right corners.

Initial the top right corner of pages 2-9
in the “Initial Here” box. This will make
sure your application stays together.

Print clearly and legibly or type your
application. Doing so will speed up
processing time. Unclear handwriting
may cause delays.

Don’t know if you’re eligible to serve
on the County’s Redistricting
Commission? Among other
requirements, you must be a registered
voter in San Diego County to serve on
the Commission. See page 3 for more
details.

Questions? Learn more at
www.sandiegocounty.gov/redistricting
or redistricting@sdcounty.ca.gov.

This application must be received no
later than Friday, July 31, 2020, at

5 p.m. See page 9 for submittal
instructions.
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County of San Diego Independent Redistricting Commission

Application Timeline

July 31, 2020 Applications must be received by the San Diego County Clerk of the Board
of Supervisors no later than 5 p.m.

August 26, 2020 From the pool of qualified applicants, the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
will post the names of the 60 most qualified applicants. The names will be
posted online for at least 30 days.

October 13, 2020 The Clerk of the Board of Supervisors will conduct a random drawing of
the qualified applicants at the Board of Supervisors meeting to select eight
Commissioners.

October 22 and The selected eight Commissioners will meet to choose the remaining six
November 5, 2020 Commissioners from the remaining pool of qualified applicants.

Important Things to Know

e The questions in this application ensure you are eligible to serve on the Commission.
e Answer the questions to the best of your ability.

A. Tell us About Yourself

First Name: Sonia Last Name: Diaz

Address (where you are registered to vote)

City:
State: Zip Code: _

Mailing Address (if different than the address listed above)

street acress: [ R

State:

Contact Information

ponc1: [ Tvee: - mobile
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B. How This Application Will Be Used

INITIAL
HERE: ~=p SVD

| understand the contents of this application may be made available to the public.

| understand that while this application is a public document, my personal e-mail

address, street address, and phone number(s) will be kept confidential to the extent

authorized by law.

C. Questions to Determine Eligibility

Yes, |
understand
X Yes, |
understand

Government Code section 21550 sets forth certain qualifications to serve on this Commission. Please
check the appropriate box for each question. Applicants may be asked to verify and update information

at various points in the process.
1. Are you a resident of the County of San Diego?

2. Which supervisorial district do you live in?

If you’re not sure, visit www.sandiegocounty.gov, click on “Find My District” under the

Board of Supervisors, and enter your address in the top right of the web page.

3. Which political party are you currently registered?

X Democratic [ Republican [ American Independent [ Green

[] Peace and Freedom [ Other:

X Yes [INo

1
12
13
X 4
s

[ Libertarian

(] 1 am not registered with a political party (non-partisan)

4. Have you been continuously registered to vote in the County of San
Diego with the same political party preference or with no political party
preference and have not changed your political party preference for at
least five years?

If you’re not sure, you can check your voter registration at www.sdvote.com.

5. Have you voted in at least one of the last three statewide elections
immediately preceding your application to be a member of the
Commission?

X Yes [INo

MXYes [ No

Explanatory Notes: If necessary, you may further explain answers to the questions above.
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6.

Been appointed to, elected to, or have been a candidate for office at the [ Yes
local, state, or federal level representing the County of San Diego,
including as a member of the Board of Supervisors.

Served as an employee of, or paid consultant for, an elected L] Yes
representative at the local, state, or federal level representing the

County of San Diego.

Served as an employee of, or paid consultant for, a candidate for office ] Yes
at the local, state, or federal level representing the County of San Diego.

Served as an officer, employee, or paid consultant of a political party or ] Yes
as an appointed member of a political party central committee.

Been a registered federal, state, or local lobbyist L] Yes

Explanatory Notes: If necessary, you may further explain answers to the questions above.

SvD

Within the 10 years immediately preceding the date of this application to the Commission, have
either you, or an immediate family member, done any of the following? For purposes of these
questions, immediate family members means a spouse, child, in-law, parent, or sibling.
You are not eligible to serve on the Commission if you answer “Yes” to any of the following:

X No

X No

X No

X No

X No
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D. Experience Qualifications

State law requires candidates demonstrate experience in areas related to redistricting. Please provide
responses to the following questions.

1. What experience do you possess that demonstrates analytical skills relevant to the
redistricting process and voting rights, and demonstrates your ability to comprehend and
apply the applicable state and federal legal requirements?

My employment and volunteer experience in the nonprofit and government
sectors allowed me to hone my analytical and writing skills and understand
often complex local, state, and federal laws and regulations. | have a natural
knack for reading through legislation and trying to translate that into simple
language for people to understand.

In 2006-2007, | served as a Senate Fellow in the California State Legislature
working under State Senator Sheila Kuehl (D-Los Angeles) in her Sacramento
office where | staffed legislation and wrote bill analyses for the Senate Health
Committee. As a Senate Fellow, | did my research project on Publicly Financed
Elections in California, which first piqued my interest in election reform.

Shortly thereafter, in 2007-2008, | was hired as a legislative aide and worked for
then Assembly Member Jared Huffman (D-Marin) staffing bills in the areas of
environmental policy and voter reform, including a universal vote-by-mail bill,
which required developing a basic understanding of voter reform as it applies to
both state and federal laws. From March 2008 to May 2010, | worked as a
legislative advocate for an established environmental nonprofit in Los Angeles,
Heal the Bay, where | helped draft a statewide ban and fee on plastic single-use
bags (later approved by voters in 2014), and assisted staff scientists with
researching regulations involving the federal Clean Water Act, Porter-Cologne
Act and California Environmental Quality Act.

In my current role as a grants manager for a San Diego nonprofit, | have had
the opportunity to understand first-hand how legislation and funding streams
impact the delivery of services in the community. | have written successful
letters of inquiry and grant proposals to state, city, and county agencies that has
resulted in more than $1 million in grants awarded. Through this process, | have
developed a keen attentiveness to detail and impeccable research and writing
skills to make a strong case using the best evidence available, and develop
work plans and logic models with measurable outcomes.

You are encouraged to limit your response to one page, however if more space is needed, you
may attach an additional page.
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2. What experience do you possess that demonstrates an ability to be impartial?

While | am a registered Democrat, | strive toward impartiality by seeing both
sides of an issue thoroughly before making an informed decision. My process
typically involves making sure | have read all the facts from peer-reviewed
sources first and then confer with committee members on their perspectives. |
have been a member of committees, and also served as Council President of
my own neighborhood council from 2017-2019. In this nonpartisan role, |
developed a good understanding of the processes and procedures of public
meetings and the importance of collaboration and developing consensus. Per
bylaws, the council could not make endorsements on partisan issues or
candidates and | had to work with residents, police, and elected officials and
their staff, regardless of political party affiliation, and serve as a conduit for
nonpartisan information and education on several community issues through
organizing presentations, forums and town halls in my community.

You are encouraged to limit your response to one page, however if more space is needed, you
may attach an additional page.
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3. What experience do you possess that demonstrates an appreciation for the diverse
demographics and geography of the County of San Diego?

I've called San Diego my home since 1991 when my family settled here from
Chicago, IL to buy their first home. | attended elementary school in Logan
Heights, attended Bell Jr. High in Paradise Hills and Morse High School in
Skyline. | did not grow up or go to school in a privileged neighborhood but one
where everyone believed in the value of hard work regardless of the color of
your skin. Our neighborhood is one of the most racially and ethnically diverse
neighborhoods in San Diego (Oak Park), and this instilled in me a deep
appreciation for other cultures and community pride. Once | stepped outside of
my neighborhood or interacted with people from outside, however, |
encountered racism and was constantly reminded of San Diego County's
geographical boundaries that separated black/brown from white, and rich from
poor. | never wanted to accept that life north of I-8 was somehow "better." |
vowed to myself that | would not accept these boundaries and not be defined
and limited by my geography.

| was accepted into the University of Chicago, one of the most prestigious
schools in the country, and received my bachelor's degree in Sociology. Even
there, | still encountered subtle forms of racism, being one of the few Latinas on
a mostly white campus. | also saw the stark contrast between rich and poor on
the south side of Chicago, a side of the city of my birth that | had never seen
before. | was outraged. Perhaps this is what still motivated me to try a career in
public service or work for nonprofits. After several years of career exploration in
public service, and a 6-year stint doing international development work in
Nicaragua, | developed a much broader understanding of the importance of
embracing the principles of diversity, inclusion, and social justice. | finally
returned to my community to live in the same neighborhood | grew up in
because | wanted to improve the living conditions and quality of life in my
community. | figured | was not equipped to solve all of the world's problems, but
| could certainly make a small difference in my neighborhood. | continue to have
this strong desire to always give back and use my privilege and life experience
to represent those whose voices are not often heard or represented.

I'm also member of the Sierra Club and an avid hiker and trail runner. My
biggest hobby is exploring the diverse landscape and getting to know all of the
flora and fauna that is unique to San Diego county. Name any trail on the vast
county map and | can guarantee you that I've probably been there hiking or
running on it - and if by chance | haven't heard about it, | will be the first person
to explore it!

You are encouraged to limit your response to one page, however if more space is needed, you
may attach an additional page.
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E. Demographic Information

Providing this information is optional. You may select “decline to state” for each answer. Elections Code section
21550(g)(2) requires six of the 14 appointees, in addition to meeting minimum requirements, be chosen in a way
that ensures the Commission reflects the County’s diversity, including racial, ethnic, geographic, and gender
diversity. However, formulas or specific ratios shall not be applied for this purpose.

1. Please describe your ethnic origin. Mark one or more boxes.

O

x]

O

O

BLACK/AFRICAN AMERICAN: All persons having origins in any of the original Black racial groups of Africa.

HISPANIC/LATINO: All persons of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other
Spanish culture or origin, regardless of race.

ASIAN: All persons having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, or the
Indian subcontinent including, for example, Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the
Philippine Islands, Thailand, and Vietnam.

NATIVE HAWAIIAN/OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDER: All persons having origins in any of the original peoples of
Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands.

AMERICAN INDIAN/ALASKA NATIVE: All persons having origins in any of the original peoples of North and
South America (including Central America), and who maintain cultural affiliation or community

recognition.

WHITE (not of Hispanic Origin): All persons having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, North
Africa, or the Middle East.

Prefer to Self-Describe:

Decline to state

2. What is your date of birth? - (] Decline to state

3. Select the gender you identify as:

X

O
O
O

Female
Male
Non-binary

Decline to state
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F. Signature

By signing below, | declare under penalty of perjury that the answers provided in this application are
true to the best of my knowledge.

First Name: Sonia Last Name: Djaz
Signature: Date: 06/27/2020
G. Submittal

Completed applications must be received by the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors no later than Friday,
July 31, 2020 at 5 p.m. Double check your answers in the application; once submitted, applications
cannot be amended. Remember that you must answer all questions on this application to be considered
for the Commission. Incomplete applications will not be considered.

Option 1: Mail or drop off the signed paper copy of your completed application to:

County of San Diego

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
Redistricting Commission

1600 Pacific Highway, Room 402
San Diego, CA 92101-2471

(619) 531-5434

Postmarks are not accepted. Applications must be received by the Clerk of the Board by
the due date.

Option 2: E-mail your completed application.

Ensure the application is signed, then e-mail the application to:
redistricting@sdcounty.ca.gov.

Applications must be received by Friday, July 31, 2020, at 5:00 p.m.
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