Application to Serve on the
County of San Diego
Independent Redistricting Commission

This is your application to serve as a Commissioner on the County of San Diego’s 2020-2021 Independent
Redistricting Commission.

James
Read the tips below to —r—
make sure your Mendelson
application is complete. Last Name

Make sure you have all the pages.
There are nine (9) total pages that make
up this application, including this page.
The pages are numbered in the bottom
right corners.

Initial the top right corner of pages 2-9
in the “Initial Here” box. This will make
sure your application stays together.

Print clearly and legibly or type your
application. Doing so will speed up
processing time. Unclear handwriting
may cause delays.

Don’t know if you're eligible to serve
on the County’s Redistricting
Commission? Among other
requirements, you must be a registered
voter in San Diego County to serve on
the Commission. See page 3 for more
details.

Questions? Learn more at
www.sandiegocounty.gov/redistricting
or redistricting@sdcounty.ca.gov.

This application must be received no
later than Friday, July 31, 2020, at

5 p.m. See page 9 for submittal
instructions.
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Application Timeline

July 31, 2020 Applications must be received by the San Diego County Clerk of the Board
of Supervisors no later than 5 p.m.

August 26, 2020 From the pool of qualified applicants, the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
will post the names of the 60 most qualified applicants. The names will be
posted online for at least 30 days.

October 13, 2020 The Clerk of the Board of Supervisors will conduct a random drawing of
the qualified applicants at the Board of Supervisors meeting to select eight
Commissioners.

October 22 and The selected eight Commissioners will meet to choose the remaining six
November 5, 2020 Commissioners from the remaining pool of qualified applicants.

Important Things to Know

e The questions in this application ensure you are eligible to serve on the Commission.
e Answer the questions to the best of your ability.

A. Tell us About Yourself

First Name: James Last Name: Mendelson
Address (wher '
Street Address:

Mailing Address (if different than the address listed above)

State:

Street Address:

City:

State: _ Zip Code:

Contact Info

Phone 1: Type: mobile

E-mail:
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B. How This Application Will Be Used
| understand the contents of this application may be made available to the public. X Yes, |
understand
| understand that while this application is a public document, my personal e-mail XYes, |
address, street address, and phone number(s) will be kept confidential to the extent understand

authorized by law.

C. Questions to Determine Eligibility
Government Code section 21550 sets forth certain qualifications to serve on this Commission. Please
check the appropriate box for each question. Applicants may be asked to verify and update information

at various points in the process.

1. Are you a resident of the County of San Diego? X Yes [INo
2. Which supervisorial district do you live in? 01
If you’re not sure, visit www.sandiegocounty.gov, click on “Find My District” under the 2
Board of Supervisors, and enter your address in the top right of the web page. 03
Oa
X5
3. Which political party are you currently registered?

0 Democratic X Republican [ American Independent [ Green [ Libertarian

[] Peace and Freedom [ Other:
] 1 am not registered with a political party (non-partisan)

4. Have you been continuously registered to vote in the County of San X Yes [INo
Diego with the same political party preference or with no political party
preference and have not changed your political party preference for at

least five years?
If you’re not sure, you can check your voter registration at www.sdvote.com.

5. Have you voted in at least one of the last three statewide elections X Yes I No
immediately preceding your application to be a member of the
Commission?

Explanatory Notes: If necessary, you may further explain answers to the questions above.
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6. Within the 10 years immediately preceding the date of this application to the Commission, have
either you, or an immediate family member, done any of the following? For purposes of these
questions, immediate family members means a spouse, child, in-law, parent, or sibling.

You are not eligible to serve on the Commission if you answer “Yes” to any of the following:

a. Been appointed to, elected to, or have been a candidate for office at the [ Yes X(No
local, state, or federal level representing the County of San Diego,
including as a member of the Board of Supervisors.

b. Served as an employee of, or paid consultant for, an elected OYes X No
representative at the local, state, or federal level representing the
County of San Diego.

c. Served as an employee of, or paid consultant for, a candidate for office OYves X No
at the local, state, or federal level representing the County of San Diego.

d. Served as an officer, employee, or paid consultant of a political partyor [ Yes X No
as an appointed member of a political party central committee.

e. Been aregistered federal, state, or local lobbyist OYes X No

>

Explanatory Notes: If necessary, you may further explain answers to the questions above.
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D. Experience Qualifications

State law requires candidates demonstrate experience in areas related to redistricting. Please provide
responses to the following questions.

1. What experience do you possess that demonstrates analytical skills relevant to the

redistricting process and voting rights, and demonstrates your ability to comprehend and
apply the applicable state and federal legal requirements?

My entire life since graduating from the United States Naval Academy has
allowed me to develop analytical skills as well as the ability to comprehend
and apply applicable federal and state laws.

At Annapolis | received a BS degree with a major in Political Science. The
core course load was very technical and analytical in nature.

After graduating | was commissioned in the U.S. Marine Corps where | served
a 26 year career as a fighter pilot. This required analytical skills involving
sophisitcated jet aircaft systems; understanding and exploiting manuvering
characteristics of enemy fighter jets; as well as being able to read and interpret
maps.

| obtained a law degree going to night school, while flying during the day. After
retiring, | began a second career where | served as an Orange County Deputy
District Attorney for just short of 20 years. | spent the majority of my career
prosectuing violent gang felonies and homicides of all nature. This required
the comprehension, understanding, interpretation, and ability to explain legal
statutes and complex principles.

After my second retirement, | have become involved with Rotary, continuing on
my lifetime of service above self.

For over 50 years | have exercised, developed and refined a foundation of
abilities that makes me confident that | have the requisite skill set to be a most
effective member of the County of San Diego Independent Redistricting
Commission.

You are encouraged to limit your response to one page, however if more space is needed, you
may attach an additional page.
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2. What experience do you possess that demonstrates an ability to be impartial?
Impartiality has been an absolute requirement for everything | have done in my
adult life.

As a Marine Corps officer you are required to exercise leadership over
Marines and Sailors serving under you. Impartiality is the cornerstone of
effective leadership.

As a prosecutor | the had the ethical duty to be entirely impatrtial in all my
dealings - whether it be: in the charging decision, dealing with criminal
defendants, or with crime victims. They came from all strata of society. A
prosecutor’s preconceived notions and biases must be put aside in all they do.
Impartiality was an absolute touchstone of my day to day work.

As a Rotarian, currently the Club President of the Rotary Club of Fallbrook, |
am dedicated to the Rotary 4 Way Test in all of the things | “think, say, or do:

Is it the TRUTH?

Is it FAIR to all concerned?

Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?”

If selected to serve as County of San Diego Independent Redistricting
Commissioner, these precepts will guide all my actions.

You are encouraged to limit your response to one page, however if more space is needed, you
may attach an additional page.
Page 6 of 9
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3. What experience do you possess that demonstrates an appreciation for the diverse
demographics and geography of the County of San Diego?

As a citizen, Marine, Prosecutor, and Rotarian | am well aware of the diversity

of San Diego County’s residents. My actions in Rotary, supporting our

community, and particularly raising money to help feed the less fortunate

during the harsh conditions of the COVID-10 pandemic

clearly demonsrate my sincere appreciation for our demographics.

While flying countless hours airborne in Southern California | have realized
first hand an appreciation for the geography of our county. | traveled to the far
eastern and southern reaches of San Diego County as a prosecutor while
attending parole hearings.

In summary, | am confident that | have the experience necessary to serve in
the important role of working as a Commissioner to redraw the County’s five
supervisorial district lines to reflect the results of the 2020 Federal Census in a
manner that meets the needs of residents.

| am eager to continue to serve, by getting inviolved and making a meaningful
difference.
Respectfully, submitted,

J s S. Mendelson

You are encouraged to limit your response to one page, however if more space is needed, you
may attach an additional page.
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E. Demographic Information

Providing this information is optional. You may select “decline to state” for each answer. Elections Code section
21550(g)(2) requires six of the 14 appointees, in addition to meeting minimum requirements, be chosen in a way
that ensures the Commission reflects the County’s diversity, including racial, ethnic, geographic, and gender
diversity. However, formulas or specific ratios shall not be applied for this purpose.

1. Please describe your ethnic origin. Mark one or more boxes.

a

|

O

BLACK/AFRICAN AMERICAN: All persons having origins in any of the original Black racial groups of Africa.

HISPANIC/LATINO: All persons of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other
Spanish culture or origin, regardiess of race.

ASIAN: All persons having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, or the
Indian subcontinent including, for example, Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the
Philippine Islands, Thailand, and Vietnam.

NATIVE HAWAIIAN/OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDER: All persons having origins in any of the original peoples of
Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands.

AMERICAN INDIAN/ALASKA NATIVE: All persons having origins in any of the original peoples of North and
South America (including Central America), and who maintain cultural affiliation or community
recognition.

WHITE (not of Hispanic Origin): All persons having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, North
Africa, or the Middle East.

Prefer to Self-Describe:

Decline to state

2. What is your date of birth? - [ Decline to state

3. Select the gender you identify as:

O

X
U
|

Female
Male
Non-binary

Decline to state
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F. Signature

By signing below, | declare under penalty of perjury that the answers provided in this application are
true to the best of my knowledge.

First Name: James Last Name: Mendelson

Signature:

Date: Jut..‘( Z?; ZOZ_O

G. Submittal

Completed applications must be received by the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors no later than Friday,
July 31, 2020 at 5 p.m. Double check your answers in the application; once submitted, applications
cannot be amended. Remember that you must answer all guestions on this application to be considered
for the Commission. Incomplete applications will not be considered.

Option 1: Mail or drop off the signed paper copy of your completed application to:

County of San Diego

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
Redistricting Commission

1600 Pacific Highway, Room 402
San Diego, CA92101-2471

(619) 531-5434

Postmarks are not accepted. Applications must be received by the Clerk of the Board by
the due date.

Option 2: E-mail your completed application.

Ensure the application is signed, then e-mail the application to:
redistricting@sdcounty.ca.gov.

Applications must be received by Friday, July 31, 2020, at 5:00 p.m.
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