
 

 
NoYembeU 11, 2020 
 
San Diego CoXnW\ RediVWUicWing CommiVVion 
1600 Pacific HighZa\ 
San Diego, CA 92101 
TUaQVPLWWed eOecWURQLcaOO\ 
 
Re: SelecWiRQ Rf RemaiQiQg CRmmiVViRQeUV WR Whe SaQ DiegR CRXQW\ RediVWUicWiQg CRmmiVViRQ 
 
DeaU CommiVVioneUV-SelecW: 
 
CongUaWXlaWionV on \oXU VelecWion Wo Whe San Diego CoXnW\ RediVWUicWing CommiVVion. YoX aUe noZ              
enWUXVWed ZiWh impoUWanW UeVponVibiliWieV WhaW Zill Vhape San Diego¶V democUac\ foU a decade. One of \oXU                
eaUlieVW and moVW cUiWical UeVponVibiliWieV iV Whe VelecWion of Whe Vi[ Uemaining commiVVioneUV. We ZUiWe               
Woda\ UegaUding Whe Vignificance of \oXU legal obligaWion ³Wo enVXUe WhaW Whe commiVVion UeflecWV Whe               
coXnW\¶V diYeUViW\, inclXding Uacial, eWhnic, geogUaphic, and gendeU diYeUViW\.´ Cal. Elec. Code VecWion             
21550(g)(2).  
 
OXU oUgani]aWionV inclXde good goYeUnmenW, ciYil UighWV, adYocac\, and eWhnic-baVed diUecW VeUYice            
oUgani]aWionV WhUoXghoXW San Diego CoXnW\. We enYiVion and VWUiYe foU a UepUeVenWaWiYe democUac\ WhaW              
UeflecWV Whe Uich eWhnic, Uacial, economic, and poliWical diYeUViW\ of San Diego CoXnW\. RediVWUicWing Zill               
noW onl\ dicWaWe oXU poliWical and elecWoUal poZeU foU Whe ne[W 10 \eaUV iW Zill alVo diUecWl\ impacW all                   
aVpecWV of life WhUoXghoXW Whe CoXnW\, inclXding bXW noW limiWed Wo economic oppoUWXniW\, acceVV Wo               
healWhcaUe and menWal healWh VeUYiceV, edXcaWion eqXiW\, pXblic VafeW\, and making oXU Uegion a              
Zelcoming and non-diVcUiminaWoU\ place foU UefXgee and immigUanW commXniWieV.  
 
AV \oX aUe aZaUe, Whe Uandom dUaZing Wo VelecW Whe fiUVW eighW commiVVioneUV UeVXlWed in fiYe WhiWe                 
commiVVioneUV, one LaWin[ commiVVioneU, one AVian commiVVioneU, and one commiVVioneU Zho declined            
Wo pUoYide infoUmaWion on Uacial and eWhnic idenWiW\. None of Whe VelecWed eighW commiVVioneUV haYe               
Velf-idenWifed aV Black, AmeUican Indian, AfUican immigUanW, oU AUab, MXVlim, Middle EaVWeUn, oU SoXWh              
AVian (VomeWimeV UefeUUed Wo collecWiYel\ aV AMEMSA commXniWieV).  
 
AV a UeVXlW, Whe cXUUenW makeXp of Whe CommiVVion VWandV in VWaUk conWUaVW Wo Whe eWhnic and Uacial                  
diYeUViW\ of San Diego CoXnW\ Zhich, baVed on Whe UniWed SWaWeV CenVXV BXUeaX¶V JXl\ 1, 2019                
popXlaWion eVWimaWeV ​, iV onl\ 45% WhiWe, and iV 34.1% LaWin[, 12.6% AVian, 5.5% Black, 1.3% AmeUican                
Indian and AlaVka naWiYe, and .6% NaWiYe HaZaiian oU oWheU Pacific IVlandeU.​1 ThiV iV in addiWion Wo                 
VignificanW nXmbeUV of oWheU Uacial and eWhnic commXniWieV UepUeVenWed in Whe CoXnW\¶V diYeUVe UefXgee              
and immigUanW commXniWieV. A ​UepoUW condXcWed b\ Whe diUecWoU of Whe U.S. ImmigUaWion Polic\ CenWeU aW                
UC San Diego enWiWled ³ImmigUanW InWegUaWion in Whe CiW\ of San Diego,´ foXnd WhaW aboXW 27.1% of Whe                  
ciW\¶V popXlaWion iV foUeign-boUn and VpeakV 70 diffeUenW langXageV. NoWabl\, Whe  UepoUW foXnd ³Whe faVWeVW  
 

1 ​³U.S. CenVXV BXUeaX QXickFacWV: San Diego CoXnW\, CalifoUnia; CalifoUnia,´ CenVXV BXUeaX QXickFacWV, JXl\ 
2019, ​hWWpV://ZZZ.cenVXV.goY/qXickfacWV/facW/Wable/VandiegocoXnW\califoUnia,CA/PST045219​.  



 

 
gUoZing foUeign-boUn popXlaWionV in Whe CiW\ of San Diego come fUom S\Uia, Ken\a, SXdan, IUaq, and                
NigeUia.´  
 
In a majoUiW\-minoUiW\ CoXnW\ WhaW iV leVV Whan 50% non-HiVpanic WhiWe, a lack of UepUeVenWaWion on Whe                 
CommiVVion fUom Whe diYeUVe Uacial, eWhnic, immigUanW, and UefXgee commXniWieV Zho liYe and ZoUk              
WhUoXghoXW Whe CoXnW\ ZoXld be XnaccepWable. FoUWXnaWel\, \oX haYe Whe poZeU, ​aQd WKe OeJaO RbOLJaWLRQ​,               
Wo UecWif\ Whe dUamaWic XndeUUepUeVenWaWion of WheVe commXniWieV in Whe applicanW pool and in Whe Uandom                
dUaZing Zhen \oX make \oXU deWeUminaWionV UegaUding Whe final Vi[ commiVVioneUV.  
 
The VWaWXWoU\ Vcheme WhaW goYeUnV \oXU VelecWion of Whe final Vi[ commiVVioneUV accoXnWV foU Whe YeU\                
VcenaUio ZiWh Zhich \oX aUe pUeVenWed. Indeed, ElecWion Code VecWion 21550(g)(2) Vpecificall\ pUeVcUibeV             
Whe cUiWeUia \oX aUe UeqXiUed Wo appl\ Zhen VelecWing felloZ commiVVioneUV, inclXding WhaW Whe\ UeflecW Whe                
coXnW\¶V ³Uacial, eWhnic, geogUaphic, and gendeU diYeUViW\.´ YoX aUe WhXV legall\ UeqXiUed Wo e[amine Whe               
Uacial and eWhnic makeXp of Whe CommiVVion and, in doing Vo, mXVW enVXUe Whe\ UeflecW Whe CoXnW\¶V                 
diYeUViW\. 
 
ConceUningl\, oXW of an iniWial pool of 300 applicanWV foU Whe commiVVion, onl\ 18 of WhoVe VelecWed foU Whe                   
pool of Whe 60 moVW qXalified applicanWV idenWified aV a Uace oU eWhniciW\ oWheU Whan WhiWe. Onl\ WZo of                   
WhoVe ZeUe VelecWed in Whe Uandom dUaZing, leaYing onl\ Vi[ LaWin[, fiYe AVian, and foXU Black, and one                  
AmeUican Indian applicanW in Whe pool fUom Zhich \oX Zill VelecW \oXU felloZ commiVVioneUV. HoZeYeU,               
Zhile Whe applicanW pool of diYeUVe candidaWeV iV Vmall, Ze aUe confidenW WhaW if \oX WhoXghWfXll\ appl\ Whe                  
UeqXiUed cUiWeUia Wo Whe Uemaining applicanWV in Whe pool, \oX can VeaW a CommiVVion WhaW beWWeU UeflecWV Whe                  
Uich diYeUViW\ of oXU gUeaW CoXnW\. 
 
We XndeUVWand WhaW in addiWion Wo Uacial and eWhnic diYeUViW\, \oX mXVW balance VWaWXWoU\ poliWical and                
geogUaphic diYeUViW\ UeqXiUemenWV, and mXVW VelecW commiVVioneUV Zho demonVWUaWe a deep appUeciaWion            
and XndeUVWanding of Whe ³diYeUVe demogUaphicV and geogUaph\ of Whe CoXnW\ of San Diego.´ Elec. Code                
VecWion 21550(c)(7). SelecWing commiVVioneUV Zho bUing WhiV aZaUeneVV and VenViWiYiW\ Wo Whe UediVWUicWing             
pUoceVV, WhUoXgh WheiU liYed e[peUienceV, pUofeVVional ZoUk, YolXnWeeUiVm, academic VWXd\, oU Vome oWheU             
meanV, iV a cUiWical facWoU WhaW mXVW be Zeighed Zhen eYalXaWing Whe finaliVWV. FoU e[ample, Whe                
neighboUhood of CiW\ HeighWV haV 95,000 UeVidenWV liYing in appUo[imaWel\ 6.5 VqXaUe mileV ZiWhin San               
Diego±±42.4% of Zhich aUe foUeign boUn​2​±±and iV one of Whe haUdeVW hiW commXniWieV b\ Whe pandemic                
ZiWh an Xnemplo\menW UaWe of 17.6%.​3 EnVXUing WheUe aUe commiVVioneUV Zho haYe liYed and XndeUVWand               
WheVe challengeV Zill be cUiWical Wo enVXUing WheiU inWeUeVWV aUe UepUeVenWed in cUiWical coXnW\ deciVionV oYeU                
Whe ne[W decade. 
 
CongUaWXlaWionV again on \oXU VelecWion Wo Whe CommiVVion and foU \oXU VeUYice on Whe fiUVW eYeU San                 
Diego CoXnW\ IndependenW RediVWUicWing CommiVVion. We ZiVh \oX Whe beVW of lXck aV \oX VWaUW Whe                
impoUWanW ZoUk of leading a WUanVpaUenW, faiU, and independenW pUoceVV. ChooVing a WUXl\ UepUeVenWaWiYe 
 

2 ³CiW\ HeighWV,´ ​TKe CaOLfRUQLa EQdRZPeQW, ​hWWpV://ZZZ.calendoZ.oUg/placeV/ciW\-heighWV/  
� ​³COVID-19 ImpacW on Whe San Diego Regional Econom\,´ ​SANDAG ​, AXgXVW 19, 2020, 
hWWpV://ZZZ.Vandag.oUg/XploadV/pXblicaWionid/pXblicaWionid_08182020.pdf  



 

 
 
CommiVVion iV Whe fiUVW cUiWical VWep \oX Zill Wake Wo enVXUe Whe pXblic Zill haYe gUeaWeU confidence in \oXU                   
ZoUk, Zill be encoXUaged Wo paUWicipaWe in Whe pUoceVV, and Zill haYe faiWh in Whe final mapV \oX Zill                   
pUodXce. We look foUZaUd Wo ZoUking ZiWh \oX oYeU Whe coming \eaU. If \oX haYe an\ qXeVWionV, pleaVe                  
do noW heViWaWe Wo conWacW Jeanine EUikaW, CommXniW\ OUgani]eU, PaUWneUVhip foU Whe AdYancemenW of NeZ               
AmeUicanV aW jeanine@panaVd.oUg. 
 
BeVW UegaUdV, 
 

Ramla Sahid  
E[ecXWiYe DiUecWoU 
PaUWneUVhip foU Whe AdYancemenW of NeZ 
AmeUicanV 

Mike Geck 
Co-foXndeU 
No Space FoU HaWe - San Diego 

LaXUa Ann FeUnea 
E[ecXWiYe DiUecWoU 
CiW\ HeighWV CommXniW\ DeYelopmenW 
CoUpoUaWion 

Ramah AZad 
CommXniW\ OUgani]eU 
Majdal CenWeU 

BUigeWWe BUoZning 
PUeVidenW 
UNITE HERE Local 30 

MiWchelle WoodVon 
E[ecXWiYe DiUecWoU, Managing AWWoUne\  
Think DigniW\ 

Maleeka MaUVden 
Co-DiUecWoU of Polic\ 
ClimaWe AcWion Campaign 

IVmahan AbdXllahi 
E[ecXWiYe DiUecWoU  
MXVlim AmeUican SocieW\-PXblic AffaiUV and CiYic EngagemenW  

Imam Taha HaVVane 
DiUecWoU of InWeUfaiWh/PXblic RelaWionV & 
YoXWh PUogUam 
IVlamic CenWeU of San Diego, CA 

LoUi Thiel 
PUeVidenW  
LeagXe of Women VoWeUV of San Diego 

JameV WoodVon 
Polic\ DiUecWoU  
Black CenVXV and RediVWUicWing HXb 

DilkhZa] Ahmed 
E[ecXWiYe DiUecWoU 
LicenVe Wo FUeedom 

OmaiU Khan 
OpeUaWionV & DeYelopmenW ManageU 
CoXncil on AmeUican IVlamic RelaWionV, San 
Diego 

Mabi CaVWUo 
CommXniW\ and GoYeUnmenW RelaWionV ManageU 
Planned PaUenWhood AcWion FXnd of Whe Pacific SoXWhZeVW 

DaYid TUXjillo 
AdYocac\ DiUecWoU 
ACLU of San Diego & ImpeUial CoXnWieV 

VaneVVa GUeen 
CiYic EngagemenW ManageU  
Alliance San Diego  

JohnaWhan MehWa SWein 
E[ecXWiYe DiUecWoU 
CalifoUnia Common CaXVe 

Diana RoVV 
E[ecXWiYe DiUecWoU 
Mid-CiW\ CAN 


