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Please see the public comment letter below and attached from Mayor Terry Gaasterland on
behalf of the City of Del Mar for today’s Independent Redistricting Commission public
hearing.
December 2, 2021
San Diego County Independent Redistricting Commission
Submitted Via E-Mail
Re: City of Del Mar Comments for Consideration Regarding Mapping Options
Dear Commissioners,
On behalf of the City of Del Mar, thank you for your time and effort developing the County
of San Diego Board of Supervisors District Map. After a thorough review of the proposed
mapping options, the City of Del Mar endorses Map 13A v.1-6 with the modification that the
entire City of Solana Beach be included in the district shown in purple and that the purple
district, currently labeled District 4, be District 3 consistent with the existing Board of
Supervisors District Map.
By representing the North County coastal communities in a single district, Map 13A v.1-6
maintains connection and continuity for the communities of Del Mar, Solana Beach,
Encinitas, Carlsbad, and Carmel Valley and environs to the south which share many
commonalities, interests, challenges, and resources in terms of transportation, energy,
water and wastewater management, school districts, environmental concerns, emergency
services, economics, recreation, and employment.
Transportation: Del Mar is a member of the North County Transit District (NCTD)
which provides public transportation services to North County. Proposed Map 13A
v.1-6 maintains continuity in the North County’s transportation corridors and services
that are most important to the North County coastal communities. Additionally, the
North County coastal communities have been coordinating on a regional bike share
plan, which is currently in progress.
Energy: Del Mar, Solana Beach, and Carlsbad are founding members of the Clean
Energy Alliance (CEA), which provides community choice energy to those
communities which share interests in energy and climate goals. While Escondido and
San Marcos are in the process of joining the CEA, no southern cities have or are
expected to join.
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•

Transportation: Del Mar is a member of the North County Transit District (NCTD) which
provides public transportation services to North County. Proposed Map 13A v.1-6
maintains continuity in the North County’s transportation corridors and services that are
most important to the North County coastal communities. Additionally, the North County
coastal communities have been coordinating on a regional bike share plan, which is
currently in progress.

•

Energy: Del Mar, Solana Beach, and Carlsbad are founding members of the Clean Energy
Alliance (CEA), which provides community choice energy to those communities which
share interests in energy and climate goals. While Escondido and San Marcos are in the
process of joining the CEA, no southern cities have or are expected to join.

•

Wastewater: Del Mar receives wastewater services, including treatment, outfall, and
reclaimed water from the San Elijio Joint Powers Authority (SEJPA). SEJPA is located in
Cardiff and is operated by Encinitas and Solana Beach. Maintaining these communities in
the same County Supervisorial District, as shown in Map 13A v.1-6, allows for continued
wastewater resource coordination among the SEJPA member agencies.

•

School Districts: Del Mar community students attend the same schools as students in
neighboring North County coastal communities and in Carmel Valley and environs to the
south via the San Dieguito Union High School District which serves South Carlsbad,
Encinitas, Rancho Santa Fe, Fairbanks Ranch, Solana Beach, Del Mar, and Carmel
Valley. The Del Mar Union School District (DMUSD) provides elementary school service
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to Del Mar and Carmel Valley. In contrast, there are few overlapping interests with the City
of San Diego school districts primarily serving communities south of Del Mar.
•

Environmental Concerns: The North County coastal communities share a variety of
common environmental interests such as coastal resource management and planning, the
San Dieguito Multiple Habitat NCCP, and participation in the San Dieguito River Park Joint
Powers Authority. Specifically, the North County coastal cities share interests and
challenges of being in the Coastal Zone such as sand replenishment, bluff and beach
erosion, and wetland protections due to similar geography, hydrology, and weather
patterns. Additionally, Map 13A v.1-6 groups the communities together that have shared
interest in the North County lagoons and park areas as well as common interests in river
drainages such as the San Dieguito River and Escondido Creek. Maintaining these
communities in a single Supervisorial District maintains important communities of interest
and is practical.

•

Emergency Services: The cities of Del Mar, Solana Beach and Encinitas cooperate on
emergency services and would benefit from being in a single County Supervisorial District
as shown in Map 13A v.1-6, including fire management services through a cooperative
services agreement and inclusion in CSA-17 ambulance services. The communities of Del
Mar, Encinitas and Solana Beach also contract with the San Diego County Sheriff
Department for law enforcement services, which operate out of the North Coastal Sheriff
substation located in Encinitas. The Sheriff substation also assists these communities with
homeless services supporting the homeless community that resides in the North County
coastal area.

•

Economics: Del Mar shares financial and commerce interests with the North County
coastal communities and area represented in the purple district in Map 13A v.1-6 such as
financial needs, tax rates, property values, sales and use tax, and grant application
opportunities. The Del Mar community’s commerce activities are generally oriented
towards the neighboring northern and eastern areas and to nearby Carmel Valley and
environs to the south included in the purple district in Map 13A v.1-6.

•

Employment: By grouping the North County coastal communities together along with the
University of California at San Diego (UCSD), Scripps Institute of Oceanography, Scripps
Research Institute, Sandford Burnham, and the other important entities engaged in
biomedical technology research and development centered on the Torrey Pines Mesa,
Map 13A v.1-6 promotes continuity for the many members of the Del Mar community who
work in this area.

For the very important reasons identified above, the City of Del Mar respectfully requests that the
IRC adopt Map 13A v. 1-6. Thank you in advance for your consideration.
Respectfully,
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Terry Gaasterland
Mayor
cc: Del Mar City Council
Ashley Jones, Interim City Manager
Greg Wade, Solana Beach City Manager
Pam Antil, Encinitas City Manager
Scott Chadwick, Carlsbad City Manager

Wastewater: Del Mar receives wastewater services, including treatment, outfall, and
reclaimed water from the San Elijio Joint Powers Authority (SEJPA). SEJPA is
located in Cardiff and is operated by Encinitas and Solana Beach. Maintaining these
communities in the same County Supervisorial District, as shown in Map 13A v.1-6,
allows for continued wastewater resource coordination among the SEJPA member
agencies.

  

School Districts: Del Mar community students attend the same schools as students in
neighboring North County coastal communities and in Carmel Valley and environs to
the south via the San Dieguito Union High School District which serves South
Carlsbad, Encinitas, Rancho Santa Fe, Fairbanks Ranch, Solana Beach, Del Mar,
and Carmel Valley. The Del Mar Union School District (DMUSD) provides elementary
school service to Del Mar and Carmel Valley. In contrast, there are few overlapping
interests with the City of San Diego school districts primarily serving communities
south of Del Mar.
Environmental Concerns: The North County coastal communities share a variety of
common environmental interests such as coastal resource management and
planning, the San Dieguito Multiple Habitat NCCP, and participation in the San
Dieguito River Park Joint Powers Authority. Specifically, the North County coastal
cities share interests and challenges of being in the Coastal Zone such as sand
replenishment, bluff and beach erosion, and wetland protections due to similar
geography, hydrology, and weather patterns. Additionally, Map 13A v.1-6 groups the
communities together that have shared interest in the North County lagoons and park
areas as well as common interests in river drainages such as the San Dieguito River
and Escondido Creek. Maintaining these communities in a single Supervisorial
District maintains important communities of interest and is practical.
Emergency Services: The cities of Del Mar, Solana Beach and Encinitas cooperate
on emergency services and would benefit from being in a single County Supervisorial
District as shown in Map 13A v.1-6, including fire management services through a
cooperative services agreement and inclusion in CSA-17 ambulance services. The
communities of Del Mar, Encinitas and Solana Beach also contract with the San
Diego County Sheriff Department for law enforcement services, which operate out of
the North Coastal Sheriff substation located in Encinitas. The Sheriff substation also
assists these communities with homeless services supporting the homeless
community that resides in the North County coastal area.
Economics: Del Mar shares financial and commerce interests with the North County
coastal communities and area represented in the purple district in Map 13A v.1-6
such as financial needs, tax rates, property values, sales and use tax, and grant
application opportunities. The Del Mar community’s commerce activities are generally

oriented towards the neighboring northern and eastern areas and to nearby Carmel
Valley and environs to the south included in the purple district in Map 13A v.1-6.  
Employment: By grouping the North County coastal communities together along with
the University of California at San Diego (UCSD), Scripps Institute of Oceanography,
Scripps Research Institute, Sandford Burnham, and the other important entities
engaged in biomedical technology research and development centered on the Torrey
Pines Mesa, Map 13A v.1-6 promotes continuity for the many members of the Del
Mar community who work in this area.
For the very important reasons identified above, the City of Del Mar respectfully requests
that the IRC adopt Map 13A v. 1-6. Thank you in advance for your consideration.
Respectfully,

Terry Gaasterland
Mayor
cc:   Del Mar City Council
        Ashley Jones, Interim City Manager
        Greg Wade, Solana Beach City Manager
        Pam Antil, Encinitas City Manager
        Scott Chadwick, Carlsbad City Manager
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