From: JP Theberge

To: COSD, Redistricting

Cc: Scott Sutherland; Melanie Fallon; Eric Anderson; Gregory Jay White; Jacqueline Arsivaud; Debbie O"Neill;
Jonathan Dummer

Subject: [External] Board Letter from Elfin Forest/Harmony Grove Town Council

Date: Wednesday, December 1, 2021 6:56:53 PM

Attachments: EFHGEV Community 2.kml

Importance: High

Dear Commissioners:

Attached please find a letter from the Elfin Forest / Harmony Grove Town Council board
along with a GIS file that delineates our community. Thanks for your consideration.

- JP Theberge, Chair

DUE TO LARGE FILE SIZE AND ATTACHED MAPS, DOWNLOAD HERE:

EFHG town council redistricting letter.pdf
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David Bame, Chair
San Diego County Independent Redistricting Committee

Esteemed Commissioners:

We are the Elfin Forest / Harmony Grove Town Council, a community organization representing
the residents and interests of the northernmost rural unincorporated communities within the San
Dieguito Planning Area for over 40 years. We are asking the redistricting commission for two
important considerations which we detail further below:

e Do not split up the historically and jurisdictionally united neighborhoods/towns of Elfin
Forest, Harmony Grove and Eden Valley. We have provided a GIS file with the actual
boundaries of this community for your reference.

e Do not gerrymander us awkwardly into an east county district with which we have no
connection. We are a north county / coastal community and would like to continue to be
represented by a supervisor in a coastal or north county district as has historically been
the case.

Background and Character of Elfin Forest and Harmony Grove

The Town Council has been in existence for over 45 years and is recognized by the County of
San Diego Land Use and Environment Group and embodied in an approved community plan
document’. Its members are elected every two years by a vote of members of the Harmony
Grove and Elfin Forest communities. The communities of Elfin Forest and Harmony Grove are
longstanding communities in the unincorporated portion of San Diego County. Harmony Grove
history goes back to 1896 with the founding of the Harmony Grove Spiritualist Association, which
includes one of the oldest churches in San Diego County. It recently burned down during the
Coco's Fire. Elfin Forest's origins date back to homesteaders in the early 1900s and the Volunteer
Fire Station and Town Council was established in 1940. The Town Council incorporated Harmony
Grove into its boundaries in the late 1990s and has since represented both adjacent communities
which are linked through common values such as conservation, rural environment, independence
and a rural environment.

! County of San Diego, The Elfin Forest and Harmony Grove portion of the San Dieguito Community Plan.




One of the main concerns for residents in this community is the prevalence of wildfire; both towns
are located largely in Very High Fire Severity Zones and have seen dozens of wildfires throughout
their history including the Harmony Grove Fire which destroyed nearly 100 homes and killed a
resident. Most recently, in 2014, the Coco's Fire destroyed over 30 homes in Harmony Grove
alone. The community values its rural nature, open space and biological resources. The
community is largely rural in nature, although we do have a small village center. The community
includes a number of commercial farming operations, equestrian facilities as well as many private
ranches and a wide variety of animal keeping practices (goats, horses, alpacas, sheep to name a
few).

Geography

Our community comprises approximately 3,300 people and includes both rural and suburban
residents. Within the unincorporated San Dieguito Planning area of San Diego County, the Elfin
Forest town/neighborhood (purple line on the map below) stretches from Rancho Santa Fe (as
far south as the Bridges at Rancho Santa Fe) adjacent to the borders of Encinitas and San Marcos
to the west and north. Just northeast of Elfin Forest is the Harmony Grove town/neighborhood
(green line on the map below) which borders the City of San Marcos to the west and the City of
Escondido to the east. The last, northernmost remaining town/neighborhood is Eden Valley (blue
line) which stretches north up Country Club Road from Harmony Grove and borders the City of
Escondido to the north and east and the City of San Marcos to the West. These three
neighborhoods/towns comprise the northernmost unincorporated rural communities in the San
Dieguito Planning area. I've attached GIS files that mark these boundaries.

Elfin Forest / Harmony Grove Town Council, 20223 Elfin Forest Road, Elfin Forest, CA 92029
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We are a united community

Aside from being represented by one Town Council, our mostly rural community is represented
by the San Dieguito Planning Group as well as by one supervisor in District 5. We are in the same
County Service Areas (CSA 107 and CSA 17) and the same fire district (Rancho Santa Fe Fire
Protection District). We have shared community events including our annual Fourth of July Picnic
and Parade (45 years running) as well as our annual Keepin’ it Rural Trail Run and Festival (this
Sunday at the Elfin Forest Recreational Reserve)?. We share a Fire Safe Council (the Elfin Forest
Harmony Grove FSC) as well as a Community Foundation which gives grants to Harmony Grove
and Elfin Forest residents to improve their communities. We are mostly within one water district
(Olivenhain Municipal Water District). We advocate for our community to our elected officials
and County staff as one united rural community.

There are outside interests that seek to divide out community for cynical reasons. These outside
interests do not represent our community that has been united for over one hundred years.

2 The Keepin® it Rural 5k 10k Trail Run and Festival at the Elfin Forest Recreational Reserve, www.letskeepitrural.com

Elfin Forest / Harmony Grove Town Council, 20223 Elfin Forest Road, Elfin Forest, CA 92029



Redistricting concerns #1 - split maps

Our community is small and not often taken into consideration by elected officials and the
general public due to our small numbers. As such, we take extraordinary measures to ensure our
voices are heard. Our influence depends on having a united community that is able to exert
pressures on our elected officials to ensure our needs are met whether through community input,
litigation, petitions or other grassroots activities. Maps shared with the redistricting commission
earlier this year showed our community split into two. Maps 13a and 14 had a large portion of
Elfin Forest in one district with Harmony Grove in another. We strenuously object to that.

We respectfully ask that the commission take extraordinary efforts to keep our community
together. We will vigorously oppose any map that splits our community into two districts.

Redistricting concerns #2 - we are a North County and Coastal community
not an East County community.

Through our outreach efforts, residents have indicated that they feel more comfortable being
associated with either a north county district (similar to our current District 5) or a coastal district
(similar to the current district 3) for the following reasons:

e The eastern half of our community is adjacent to and shares a large boundary with
Escondido. Many of us shop and socialize and pick up our mail in Escondido. Our zip
code is 92029 (Escondido).

e The western half of our community is immediately adjacent to San Marcos, Encinitas and
Rancho Santa Fe and are linked via values, schools and businesses to our neighbors in
San Elijo Hills, Olivenhain and the City of Encinitas.

e We are connected to Rancho Santa Fe via a shared fire district, a shared planning group
and shared concerns about fire and sprawl development.

We have zero connection with East County and would ask the commission not place us in that
district. The awkward boundaries that have been created to put us in an east county district are
reminiscent of gerrymandering. We have historically always been linked to North County (from
2010 on due to redistricting) and to the Coastal district prior to that.

We respectfully ask the commission to remove our community from any east county district as
currently proposed. Given our small numbers, this should be easily accommodated. We will
vigorously oppose any efforts to place us in an East County district as shown in Maps 13a and
14.

Redistricting concerns #3 - special interests appear to be attempting to
manipulate the maps to place us in a district we do not wish to be in.

Elfin Forest / Harmony Grove Town Council, 20223 Elfin Forest Road, Elfin Forest, CA 92029



Our community is not well known. The only groups advocating for us would be community
related groups or allies who are supportive of our cause. We have read recent numerous
comments from outside interests and one anonymous group in particular, the Unity Map
Coalition, with no clear affiliation (and no web presence) seems to be keen to place Elfin Forest
and Harmony Grove into an east county district against our wishes. We have not been reached
out to by any coalition. In most maps, this would create an unusual and awkward carved out
portion that makes little sense in the context of the surrounding districts (the coastal district or
the north county district).

We are not affiliated nor connected in any way to the Unity Map Coalition nor chambers of
commerce or EDCs and question why they might be attempting to manipulate the system to go
against the community’s wishes. Please disregard any input regarding our community from
these groups.

Potential mapping preferences

We have no particular preference for a specific map as long as our community’s wishes are
respected:

e We ask that our community be kept together which means Elfin Forest, Harmony Grove
and Eden Valley are within the same district.

e We ask that we not be placed in any iteration of an East County district (District 3 in Map
13 or District 2 in Map 14).

e Consider consolidating our community into the coastal district (if practical) or, if
infeasible, the North County district (similar to current D5).

Elfin Forest / Harmony Grove Town Council, 20223 Elfin Forest Road, Elfin Forest, CA 92029



We have attached to this document, various potential scenarios given the maps up for
consideration. Whichever map the commission ends up selecting should be easily modified to
respect the wishes of our community of interest.

Thank you for your consideration,

eberge

>

hairman, Elfin Forest / Harmony Grove Town Council

Attachments

Elfin Forest / Harmony Grove Town Council, 20223 Elfin Forest Road, Elfin Forest, CA 92029



Map 13a v.1

Combine our community (blue boundary).
Shift our entire community into District 4 consolidating with the Elfin Forest and RSF

portions (which also happen to be in the San Dieguito Planning Area and in same fire
district).

If infeasible, move the entire community into District 5 (north county).
Remove from District 3 (east county).
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Elfin Forest / Harmony Grove Town Council, 20223 Elfin Forest Road, Elfin Forest, CA 92029



Map 13a v.1-6

Combine our community (blue boundary).
Move community into District 4.

If infeasible, move into District 5 (north county).
Remove from east county District 3.
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Elfin Forest / Harmony Grove Town Council, 20223 Elfin Forest Road, Elfin Forest, CA 92029



Map 13a v.2-4

Consolidate our community (blue boundary).

Shift community into District 4 which already has a substantial portion of Elfin Forest.
If infeasible, move the community into District 5 (north county).

Remove from east county District 3.
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Elfin Forest / Harmony Grove Town Council, 20223 Elfin Forest Road, Elfin Forest, CA 92029



Map 13a v.5

Consolidate our community (blue boundary).

Shift community into District 4 which already has a substantial portion in District 4. This
would place most of the San Dieguito Planning Area into D4.

If infeasible, move all into District 5 (north county).

Remove from east county District 3.
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Elfin Forest / Harmony Grove Town Council, 20223 Elfin Forest Road, Elfin Forest, CA 92029



Map 13a v.6 (similar to v.5)

Consolidate our community (blue boundary).

Shift community into District 4 (coastal) which already has a substantial portion in District
4.

If infeasible, move all into District 5 (north county).
Remove from east county District 3.
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Elfin Forest / Harmony Grove Town Council, 20223 Elfin Forest Road, Elfin Forest, CA 92029



Map 14 v.1

Consolidate our community (blue boundary).

Shift community into District 3 (coastal).
Alternatively, move all into District 5 (north county).
Remove from District 2 (east county).
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Elfin Forest / Harmony Grove Town Council, 20223 Elfin Forest Road, Elfin Forest, CA 92029



Map 14 v.2

Consolidate our community (blue boundary).
Shift community into District 3 which already has a substantial portion in it.

If infeasible, move all into District 5 (north county).
Remove from District 2 (east county).
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Elfin Forest / Harmony Grove Town Council, 20223 Elfin Forest Road, Elfin Forest, CA 92029



Map 14 v.3

Consolidate our community (blue boundary).

Shift community into District 3 which already has a substantial portion of our community
in it.

If infeasible, move all into District 5 (north county).

Remove from District 2 (east county).
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Elfin Forest / Harmony Grove Town Council, 20223 Elfin Forest Road, Elfin Forest, CA 92029



Map 14 v.4

e Consolidate our community (blue boundary).
Shift community into District 3 which already has a substantial portion of our community
in it.
If infeasible, move all into District 5 (north county).
Remove from District 2 (east county).
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<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>

<kml xmlIns="http://www.opengis.net/kml/2.2" xmIns:gx="http://www.google.com/kml/ext/2.2"
xmlins:kml="http://www.opengis.net/kml/2.2" xmlns:atom="http://www.w3.0rg/2005/Atom">

<Document>
<name>EFHGEV Community.kml</name>
<Style id="sh_ylw-pushpin00">
<lconStyle>
<scale>1.3</scale>
<lcon>

<href>http://maps.google.com/mapfiles/kml/pushpin/ylw-
pushpin.png</href>

</lcon>
<hotSpot x="20" y="2" xunits="pixels" yunits="pixels"/>
</lconStyle>
<LineStyle>
<color>a3ffOfbe</color>
<width>5.2</width>
</LineStyle>
</Style>
<StyleMap id="m_ylw-pushpin100">
<Pair>
<key>normal</key>
<styleUr|>#s_ylw-pushpin10</styleUrl>
</Pair>
<Pair>
<key>highlight</key>
<styleUr|>#s_ylw-pushpin_hl000</styleUrl>
</Pair>

</StyleMap>



<Style id="s_ylw-pushpin10">
<lconStyle>
<scale>1.1</scale>
<lcon>

<href>http://maps.google.com/mapfiles/kml/pushpin/ylw-
pushpin.png</href>

</lcon>
<hotSpot x="20" y="2" xunits="pixels" yunits="pixels"/>
</lconStyle>
<LineStyle>
<color>ff48d49d</color>
<width>5.5</width>
</LineStyle>
</Style>
<Style id="sn_ylw-pushpin00">
<lconStyle>
<scale>1.1</scale>
<lcon>

<href>http://maps.google.com/mapfiles/kml/pushpin/ylw-
pushpin.png</href>

</Icon>
<hotSpot x="20" y="2" xunits="pixels" yunits="pixels"/>
</lconStyle>
<LineStyle>
<color>a3ffOfbe</color>
<width>5.2</width>
</LineStyle>
</Style>

<StyleMap id="msn_ylw-pushpin">



<Pair>
<key>normal</key>
<styleUrl>#sn_ylw-pushpin</styleUrl>
</Pair>
<Pair>
<key>highlight</key>
<styleUrl>#sh_ylw-pushpin</styleUrl>
</Pair>
</StyleMap>
<Style id="s_ylw-pushpin_hl000">
<lconStyle>
<scale>1.3</scale>
<lcon>

<href>http://maps.google.com/mapfiles/kml/pushpin/ylw-
pushpin.png</href>

</Icon>
<hotSpot x="20" y="2" xunits="pixels" yunits="pixels"/>
</lconStyle>
<LineStyle>
<color>ff48d49d</color>
<width>5.5</width>
</LineStyle>
</Style>
<Style id="sn_ylw-pushpin">
<lconStyle>
<scale>1.1</scale>
<lcon>

<href>http://maps.google.com/mapfiles/kml/pushpin/ylw-
pushpin.png</href>



</lcon>
<hotSpot x="20" y="2" xunits="pixels" yunits="pixels"/>
</lconStyle>
<BalloonStyle>
</BalloonStyle>
<LineStyle>
<color>fff88564</color>
<width>5.3</width>
</LineStyle>
</Style>
<StyleMap id="msn_ylw-pushpin300">
<Pair>
<key>normal</key>
<styleUr|>#sn_ylw-pushpin00</styleUrl>
</Pair>
<Pair>
<key>highlight</key>
<styleUrl>#sh_ylw-pushpin00</styleUrl>
</Pair>
</StyleMap>
<Style id="sh_ylw-pushpin">
<lconStyle>
<scale>1.3</scale>
<lcon>

<href>http://maps.google.com/mapfiles/kml/pushpin/ylw-
pushpin.png</href>

</lcon>
<hotSpot x="20" y="2" xunits="pixels" yunits="pixels"/>

</lconStyle>



<BalloonStyle>
</BalloonStyle>
<LineStyle>
<color>fff88564</color>
<width>5.3</width>
</LineStyle>
</Style>
<Folder>
<name>EFHG Community Boundary</name>
<open>1</open>
<Placemark>
<name>Eden Valley Boundaries</name>
<styleUrl>#msn_ylw-pushpin</styleUrl>
<LineString>
<tessellate>1</tessellate>
<coordinates>

-117.1332630100835,33.11309536715325,0 -
117.1397019757697,33.1130864381275,0 -117.1397266442495,33.12741574291154,0 -
117.1396760292312,33.12742084960061,0 -117.131800421134,33.12753393321939,0 -
117.1317752829905,33.1297535463009,0 -117.1296585632831,33.12982601669003,0 -
117.1296411693321,33.12758715213312,0-117.1316811720996,33.12739223142059,0 -
117.1318176036746,33.12567436168447,0 -117.1341685089891,33.12564077736919,0 -
117.1339226812514,33.12391453278999,0 -117.1337597770592,33.12390829082614,0 -
117.1274538567763,33.12399515707998,0 -117.1274029593642,33.12612134357131,0 -
117.1270581613245,33.12692050475849,0 -117.1264363122722,33.12738374728608,0 -
117.1256998637143,33.12768766159186,0 -117.1233720976312,33.1277118523506,0 -
117.1232482295449,33.12712694802182,0 -117.1213792595631,33.12651715709223,0 -
117.1207204540238,33.12548153621499,0 -117.1206970203455,33.12392291368313,0 -
117.1223581858394,33.1237971433908,0 -117.1231030488928,33.12159195950321,0 -
117.1251617504575,33.12148491847964,0 -117.1252929377853,33.12029373471584,0 -
117.126486856004,33.12020688756277,0 -117.1264782730814,33.11924337590337,0 -
117.1273292731908,33.11914669856463,0 -117.1272678206539,33.1184907217657,0 -
117.1265740665542,33.11845584056494,0 -117.1263393601854,33.11791832990961,0 -
117.12575233945,33.11786182230811,0-117.1256209185091,33.11669963916442,0 -
117.1251947160129,33.11662275341281,0 -117.1250456588266,33.11608819330836,0 -



117.1271819629545,33.11608836573212,0 -117.1262123104042,33.11442503825846,0 -
117.1250258633697,33.11375466458162,0 -117.1240731018655,33.11310177683722,0 -
117.1239514130096,33.11278735610396,0 -117.1248309581422,33.11320647929948,0 -
117.1257384623573,33.11350175246633,0 -117.1265285801701,33.11377870917948,0 -
117.127071673057,33.11382110807867,0 -117.1273652818018,33.11361663269328,0 -
117.1274329225869,33.11318516878483,0 -117.1276033360209,33.11304398133477,0 -
117.131091855374,33.11298924053746,0 -117.1318073434744,33.11273498604002,0 -
117.132084635328,33.11262328823871,0 -117.1325089821781,33.11268930085372,0 -
117.1329064161564,33.11288917390695,0 -117.1332630100835,33.11309536715325,0

</coordinates>
</LineString>
</Placemark>
<Placemark>
<name>Harmony Grove Boundary</name>
<open>1</open>
<styleUrl>#m_ylw-pushpin100</styleUrl>
<LineString>
<tessellate>1</tessellate>
<coordinates>

-117.1394591236254,33.0891259386663,0 -
117.1394907729391,33.08754687208333,0 -117.1328149311583,33.08766734511101,0 -
117.1231129417646,33.08763984268816,0 -117.1230890177915,33.09839894069863,0 -
117.1188601130741,33.09843526327253,0-117.118818578465,33.10134786714315,0 -
117.1176435060443,33.10134908824997,0 -117.1176532095075,33.10295750499787,0 -
117.1186547578133,33.10295334876155,0 -117.1162667172225,33.10722062255488,0 -
117.1177750317126,33.10678248984731,0 -117.1187216383416,33.10673566568739,0 -
117.1172448446203,33.10935711360563,0 -117.123018471526,33.10930982844372,0 -
117.123123958689,33.11024344977247,0 -117.1233200901892,33.11196744004648,0 -
117.1242405960445,33.11288256361812,0 -117.125258189142,33.11337711115117,0 -
117.1263181318616,33.11371333617125,0 -117.1270974285086,33.11377396637204,0 -
117.1273498767255,33.11357622012083,0 -117.1275050790716,33.11297527449096,0 -
117.1311984742399,33.11290701870824,0 -117.1318951856002,33.11260678844658,0 -
117.1324481884594,33.11261142517743,0 -117.1332000403815,33.11304187598338,0 -
117.1559487122406,33.11328488920272,0 -117.1564791185675,33.09475693555871,0 -
117.1437359128828,33.0946544191217,0 -117.1440196138982,33.08760421856196,0 -
117.1394591236254,33.0891259386663,0

</coordinates>



</LineString>
</Placemark>
<Placemark>
<name>Elfin Forest Boundaries</name>
<open>1</open>
<styleUrl>#msn_ylw-pushpin300</styleUrl>
<LineString>
<tessellate>1</tessellate>
<coordinates>

-117.2000315355931,33.06931043342195,0 -
117.1998519811374,33.07297748379104,0 -117.195754390575,33.0729606253773,0 -
117.1957040529055,33.08032756535304,0 -117.1994333936633,33.08037964095554,0 -
117.1996733753904,33.08385901320319,0 -117.1907343594137,33.0839671322492,0 -
117.190754959806,33.09483533419626,0 -117.1832986303409,33.09484095172072,0 -
117.1833048709778,33.09578032810618,0 -117.1825941466022,33.09551859093433,0 -
117.180389118234,33.09533191904511,0 -117.1798021418432,33.09505987482871,0 -
117.1784953780024,33.09565461083677,0 -117.1784966747705,33.09621569606667,0 -
117.1789543025985,33.09621836712758,0 -117.1783654326049,33.09769600348162,0 -
117.1776469556528,33.09759038395235,0 -117.1773850799528,33.09818937738107,0 -
117.1771235104933,33.09846062264051,0 -117.177644995835,33.0988205695317,0 -
117.1775772348281,33.10047062325719,0 -117.1738853456943,33.10090525840894,0 -
117.1726679480489,33.10238931020811,0 -117.1707374918674,33.10243399951037,0 -
117.1707539468095,33.09860477639411,0 -117.1659162357219,33.0985793844708,0 -
117.1657801735094,33.10021498522779,0 -117.1624658887111,33.10019170934883,0 -
117.1624654190477,33.10230249605014,0 -117.1562700396741,33.10214478626245,0 -
117.1566000340502,33.09481955161101,0 -117.152297330758,33.09471803214985,0 -
117.1438734276743,33.09471391907044,0 -117.1440941859693,33.08739554613898,0 -
117.1396044255085,33.08921859310797,0 -117.1396960676668,33.0872695776693,0 -
117.1395155618606,33.08385661631571,0 -117.1364246040791,33.08394160834114,0 -
117.1358714302557,33.08016218067934,0 -117.1353331213077,33.07298442596236,0 -
117.1527186504142,33.07285204054631,0 -117.152574447184,33.06559847900046,0 -
117.1571905713819,33.06540855447889,0 -117.1572085056915,33.06186204895044,0 -
117.1854835386955,33.06178562609982,0 -117.1902668748413,33.05789059661977,0 -
117.192731139052,33.05511299768033,0 -117.1949972137165,33.0565740959711,0 -
117.1958918521602,33.05508745759364,0 -117.195883482449,33.06217194739233,0 -
117.1957329523322,33.06543575083573,0 -117.200302209852,33.06554970211408,0 -
117.1997587510721,33.06629446797567,0 -117.1992993770332,33.06649776785648,0 -
117.1989153583165,33.06655335012761,0 -117.1991502235801,33.06740537009995,0 -



117.1979523124824,33.06742132750351,0 -117.1979529083395,33.06857590117685,0 -
117.1979135214834,33.06921772947977,0 -117.2000315355931,33.06931043342195,0

</coordinates>
</LineString>
</Placemark>
</Folder>
</Document>

</kml>



