
Census Data & Redistricting Training
Part I: Census Data 101
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Decennial Census
◦A count of every person in the U.S.
◦Mandated to occur every 10 years
◦Basis for congressional apportionment
◦Basis for congressional, state 
legislative, and local redistricting
◦Basis for allocation of federal funding
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Challenges
◦Massive data collection effort
◦COVID-19
◦Revised residence criteria
◦Hard-to-Count populations
◦Privacy Protection
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Schedule
◦April 1, 2021 (one year from 2020 census date)
 August 12, 2021* – Legacy file format
 August 16, 2021 – Legacy file format
◦September 30, 2021* – Standard easy-to-use file 
format
◦Exact same information but presented in different 
formats
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*Adjustment of the decennial census enumerations by the Statewide Database of California
AB-849 FAIR MAPS Act Section 2 21500 (2)
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB849
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Public Law 94-171 Redistricting Data 
Summary Files: Characteristics

◦ Population totals
◦ Population totals by race
◦ Population totals by race and 
Hispanic/Latino origin
◦ Voting-age population totals by race and 
Hispanic/Latino origin
◦ Population totals in group quarters by major 
group quarters type
◦ Housing unit counts
◦ Occupancy status for housing units
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Public Law 94-171 Redistricting Data 
Summary Files: Geographies

◦Counties
◦Places
◦Voting districts 
◦School districts
◦Census tracts
◦Block groups
◦Census blocks
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U.S. Census Bureau Geography Program Glossary of Terms
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/geography/about/glossary.html
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Public Law 94-171 Redistricting Data 
Summary Files: Geographies

◦Census tracts
◦Block groups
◦Census blocks

Use these building blocks to 
redistrict supervisorial districts
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Redistricting
◦ Population equality
◦ In compliance with the federal Voting Rights Act
◦ Contiguous
◦ Preserve cities, local neighborhoods, and communities of 
interest
◦ Compact
◦ No consideration of incumbents or candidates
◦ Non-partisan
 Traditional criterion: follow easily identifiable boundaries (e.g., 
natural boundaries like waterways)
 County-specific criteria
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Data Accuracy | Privacy
◦Confidentiality of responses required by law
◦Calibration of how much protection (or 
noise) to add to strike a balance between 
data protection and precision
◦Census block data may appear “fuzzy”
◦Aggregate to larger geographies
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Census Data Products: Disclosure Avoidance Modernization
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/decade/2020/planning-management/process/disclosure-avoidance.html
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Data Accuracy | Legal Requirements
◦ Higher non-response rates for characteristics
◦ Release of operational quality metrics forthcoming
◦ “Every way we’ve analyzed the 2020 Census —
through our extensive reviews during data processing, 
by comparing the numbers to population benchmarks, 
and looking at the operations — the census data are 
high quality and are fit to use for redistricting.”       
DR. RON JARMIN, ACTING DIRECTOR OF U.S. CENSUS BUREAU
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Operational Quality Metrics
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/decade/2020/planning-
management/process/data-quality.html#metrics
Redistricting Data: What to Expect and When
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/director/2021/07/redistricting-
data.html?utm_campaign=20210728msc20s1ccnwsrs&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

AB-849 Bottom Line
(1) Population equality shall be based on the 
total population of residents of the county as 

determined by that census.

*Including adjustments by the Statewide Database 
of California for incarcerated population.
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Questions?
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